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TO  THE  HONORABLE 

MARSBIAI.Ii  ^Plil.IM€^  BlBWIi:!.!.,  Esquire, 

L1.TB  ■PBA.EBR  OF  THC  COKMONB*  BOUSZ  OF  1.BSEMBLT, 

<S-#.  ^e. 

Sir  : 

No  accession  the  Assembly  ever  can  receive,  will  diminish  the  bril- 
liancy which  distinguished  it  while  you  were  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments, 
Statesman  like  in  your  views,  highly  honorable  and  consistent  in  your 
public  conduct  as  the  friend  of  constitutional  liberty,  dignified  in  your 
address,  and  singularly  powerful  and  eloquent  at  the  Bar  and  in  tha  Par- 
liament, you  have  attained  the  rare  and  enviable  elevation  of  having 
thrown  a  greater  lustre  over  this  unhappy  Province  than  it  now  can  throw 
over  you. 

In  offering  this  inadequate  tribute  ta  your  public  services  for  twelve 
Sessions  in  successi\e  Parliaments,  in  two  of  which  you  occupied  the 
Speaker's  t.liair  to  the  credit  of  yourself,  the  advantage  of  the  House,  and 
the  honor  of  the  country, — I  would  not  omit  the  still  higher  station  you 
occupy  as  a  private  individual,  displaying  throughout  an  eventful  life  in 
your  religious  character,  the  piety  and  philanthropy  of  an  exalted  christian, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THE  PUBLISHER. 
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DK.  JOHN  ROLPII.—Mr.  Chairman,— 
t  consider  the  question  under  debate,  one  of 
great  interest  and  importance,  and  which 
1  do  not  approach  without  diffidence  and 
concern.  I  feel  obliged  to  my  honorable 
friend  from  Grenville  (Mr.  Norton)  for  the 
calm,  temperate  and  reasoning  manner  in 
which  he  has  introduced  the  subject  to  the 
consideration  of  the  commiitee — an  example 
which,  I  trust,  will  continue  to  meet  through- 
oat  the  discussion  with  the  practical  approba- 
tion of  all  engaging  in  the  deb  te.  It  is  on 
this  account  I  feel  regret  at  a  few  remarks 
which  fell  from  an  hon.  msraber  opposite  (Mr. 
Marks;)  for  when  the  hon.  and  learned  mem- 
ber for  Toronto,  in  his  eloqueiit  and  j^erspicu- 
ous  address,  alluded  to  the  great  neighboring 
republic,  the  illusttation  was  received  from 
his  learned  lips  as  music  to  the  ear  and  in- 
struction to  the  understanding:  but  no  sooner 
did  my  hon.  friend  from  Grenville,  in  una- 
\'oidabie  reply,  make  a  similar  reference,  than 
he  was  met  by  the  hon.  member  opposite  with 
cbservations,  as  misplaced  as  they  were  unde- 
served. 

I  consider  there  are  three  distinct 
views  or  propositions  on  this  subject  before 
the  committee  ;  1st,  to  confine  the  Clergy 
Reserves  to  the  English  Church  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  all  others.  2ndly,  to  divide  them 
among  a  select  number  of  churches.  3rdly, 
to  apply  Ihem  to  General  Education.  1  shall 
seperaiely  consider  these  propositions;  aad  I 
am  happy  the  claims  of  the  English  Church, 
first  under  your  notice,  are  vindicated  by  so 
able  and  eloquent  an  advocate  as  the  learned 
Solicitor  General.  Contempiate  the  learned 
gentleman  (to  whom  1  cheerfully  give  every 
meed  of  praise)  in  his  elevated  place  as  its 
champion;  see  him  surrounded  with  all  the 
Clergy  Reserves  and  their  rents  and  profits  ; 
confess  the  worth  of  the  Bishops,  Archdea- 
cons, Triests  and  Deacons  in  their  extended 
diocese  ;  multiply,  if  you  please,  the  57  Rec- 
tories, with  their  endowments  and  exclusive 
ecclesiastical  and  spiritual  rights  and  privile- 
ges; view  about  the  learned  gentleman,  in 
concentrated  perspective,  all  the  wealth  and 
glory  of  our  provincial  hierarchy,  lately  gil- 
ded, tou,  with  £70,000,  a  fractional  product 
01  a  fraction  of  their  vast  estates,  besides  the 
most  wealthy  congregations  yielding  revenues 
unknown.  Amidst  all  (his  ecclesiastical  splen- 
dor and  aggrandizement,  the  learned  gentle- 
man approached  with  an  humble  request. 
He  is  prayed  to  recover  his  sight  from  the 
siare  about  him,  and  condescendingly  cast  a 
glance  into  the  surrounding  distance.  There 
he  is  shown  numerous  oiher  churches  formed 
sf  christian  groups  about  pious  pastors,  with 
■fi9  wealth  but  the  Bible,  and  no  distinction 
J«Te  the  Gross.    Behold  those  fellow  labor- 


ers in  the  same  vineyard !  Will  you  be  pleas- 
ed, Sir,  out  of  your  abundance,  to  share 
a  portion  ©f  it  among  thsm  1    Will  you  ? 

— What  is  the  answer?      Not  a  jot!  

Our  best  feelings  seem  intuitively  to  enlist 
themselves  against  this  answer.  It  seems 
equally  to  shock  natural  reason  and  christian 
ckarity.  From  a  happy  constitution  of  our 
nature,  some  truths  and  errors,  like  the  ex- 
tremes of  light  and  darkness  to  the  eye,  force 
a  moral  perception,  which  neither  needs 
nor  allows  argumentative  deliberation.  To 
prove  that  two  and  two  make  (our,  would  puz- 
zle, perhaps,  a  skilful  logician;  and  I  envy  not 
the  casuist  or  the  divine,  who,  neither  from 
the  motions  of  the  heart,  nor  the  principles 
of  reason,  can  perceive  or  understand  the  pal- 
pable selfishness  and  injustice  of  admitting 
one  church  to  monopolize  wealth  and  power, 
to  the  exclusion  of  every  other.  Conscience, 
the  monitor  which  sometimes  whispers  and 
sometimes  roars,  seems  in  this  ease,  as  in  a 
thousand  others,  to  anticipate  mere  fallible 
reason,  by  instantly  revealing  the  sanctions  of 
unerring  treith.  Put  the  case  as  stated  (or  if 
over-stated  bring  down  the  contrast  to  the 
least  possible  existing  disproportion)  to  a 
child  or  an  adult,  to  an  Indian  or  a  Philo- 
sopher, and  the  first  exclamation  will  be, — 
"  it  is  unequal  indeed  !  Splendid  hierarchy, 
sliare  your  aggrandizement  with  your  sis- 
ter-churches !"  This  is  the  voice  of  rea- 
son, the  language  of  the  heart  and  the  phi- 
losophy of  the  Bible. 

The  very  conclusion  that  the  other  dis- 
senting churches  ought  nat  to  enjoy  the 
wealth,  patronage  and  union  of  the  state, 
affords  an  obvious  corailary  against  the 
exclusive  claims  of  the  church  in  questi- 
on. Whatever  reason  may  be  assigned  a- 
gainst  the  Kirk,  the  Presbyterians,  the  Bap- 
tists, the  Methodists,  or  any  other  known  de- 
nomination, may  with  equal  force  be  applied 
to  the  English  Church  in  this  country.  It  is 
not  forme.  Sir,  to  combat  imagiirary  grounds 
of  exception  against  bodies  of  christians  who 
I  cannot  conceive  to  be  other?vise  than  entitled 
to  equal  religious  rights.  State  the  reason  of 
the  exclusion  and  I  will  show  the  applicability 
of  it  to  the  excluders.  You  may,  after  analy- 
tical fashion,  call  these  unknown  causes  of  dis- 
ability, X  X  y  ad  libitum;  and  whenever  their 
real  value  is  ascertained,  you  will  find  that 
they  may,  without  disturbing  the  balance  of 
truth,  be  assigned  to  either  side  of  the  equa- 
tion. Are  the  other  churches,  in  any  respect, 
less  deserving? — Are  they  less  useful  members 
of  the  general  community  ? — Are  they  less  in- 
dustrious in  their  respective  avocations? — Do 
they  less  display  the  domestic  and  social  vir- 
tues ?  Are  they  less  loyal  to  the  King  or 

patriotic  to  their  country? — Arc  they,  in  any, 


tespect  whatever,  inferior  subjects  either  in 
peace  or  war?  I  will  not  pause  for  an  an- 
swer, lest  it  should  seem  to  imply  on  my 
part  even  a  distant  belief  that  any  honor- 
able member  would  indulge  the  afifirmative. — 
But,  surely,  when  there  is  such  a  christian  cor- 
respondence between  their  political  relaiions 
and  deserts,  there  ought  to  be  extended  to 
them  the  same  favor  and  protection.  They 
draw  their  creed,  too,  from  a  common  source; 
they  worship  the  same  Supreme,  and  they 
anchor  in  the  same  faith.  They  hasten  to  the 
common  tomb,  and  being  expectauis  of  the 
same  resurrection,  they  mingle  as  fellow- 
candidates  for  the  same  iraiiiortali  y. 

It  is  wrong,. then,  to  make  artificial  distinc- 
tions, when  there  is  no  real  christian  difference. 
All  indeed,  may  not  think  aUke,  and  the  sys- 
tematic theologian  may  draw  lines  of  demarca- 
tion. But  they  are  branches  of  tha  same  vine; 
and  although  those  branches  may  present 
autumnal  varieties  of  color,  shape  and  size, 
yet  they  are  nourished  by  a  common  root,  & 
all  springing  from  the  parent  trunk,  are  seen 
in  friendly  company  growing  with  it  towa/ds 
the  sky.  Light  loses  not  its  physical  laws 
or  beauty  by  spreading  out  its  rich  variety 
in  the  splendid  rainbow.  So  the  rays  of  tiuih 
passing  thro'  different  minds  of  different  re- 
fracting powers,  exhibit  shades  of  difference 
which  run  imperceptibly  into  one  another,and 
again  unite  to  yield  synthetically  the  primitive 
truth. 

The  claim  by  any  one  Church  to  a 
contmuation  of  the  existing  monopoly,  affords 
proof  of  that  Church  being  already  corrupted 
by  it.  *'It  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  pass  through 
the  eye  of  a  needle  than  for  a  rich  man  to  en- 
ter the  kingdom  of  Heaven."  A  Church 
is  a  body  of  Christians,  and  must  therefore 
exhibit  the  collective  character  of  the  several 
parts.  Rich  pasfors  and  con£;'regations  need 
special  circumspection,  and  will  experience  all 
the  chrisii  u]  vis  inertice  which  belongs  to  the 
individual  Dives.  Hence  it  may  be  feared  a 
Church  of  even  primitive  excellence,  may 
be  so  lulled  with  worldly  ease,  so  dilated 
with  Reserves,  and  so  encumbered  with 
aggrandizments,  as  to  be  obliged  to  leave 
the  narrow  way  for  that  broader  one  wLich 
leads  to  ecclesiastical  destruction. 
But  here,  let  us  take  the  benefit  of  their  vision. 
They  see  clearly  and  most  justly  the  inexpe- 
diency of  allowing  the  other  Churches  to  en- 
joy the  favor,  wealth  and  matrimony  of  the 
State.  I  look  at  their  exclusive  pretensions 
through  the  same  medium,  and  as  clearly  dis- 
cover them  to  be  alike  dangerous  and  unchris- 
tian. *'As  they  judge  let  them  be  judged  ;" 
and  as  they  would  "mete  out  to  others,  let  it 
be  measured  to  them  again,"  In  surveying 
from  their  mo'.i!3tai:>ous  station  the  viiiage 
Churches  in  the  valley  beneath,  they  inspect 
them,  as  it  were  with  tellescopic  aid,  &  rightly 
judge  it  unwise  to  transplant  them  from  that 
spiritual  kingdom  which  '*is  not  of  this  world." 


But  unfortunately  when  reverting  to  their  ow 
condition  they  look  through  the  further  cm 
of  the  telescope  and  are  led  into  the  stranges 
optical  delusion.  Let  them  fairly  turn  roun 
the  magnifier  of  truth  upon  their  own  pretensi 
ons,  6tthe  charm  will  be  dispelled,  the  illusioi| 
will  be  done  away,  and  the  Church  will  retur| 
to  her  eiherial  clime,  and  aspire  rather  to  ligt 
the  world  than  to  be  lighted  by  it. 

Toleration  is  often  thou^iit  a  very  graciou 
thing  :  &  both  political  and  ecclesiastical  mc 
deration  is  boastingly  conceded  to  dissenter 
under  the  license  "  to  think  as  they  please. 
No  thanks  are  due  for  it.  We  can  think  in  spi^ 
of  bulls  and  acts  of  parliament  to  the  contrary 
Mind  is  an  empire  of  its  own;  and  it  is 
glorious  tiling  we  are  so  coijctituted  by  nn 
ture  that  we  must  think  and  do  think  beyon 
the  reach  of  tyrants.  Were  it  possible,  pei 
haps  an  over  careful  majority  of  this  very  As 
sembly  wouid  legislate  away  our  thinking  o 
the  very  subject  under  debate.  There  is 
therefore,  no  merit  in  leaving,  Uom  necessit} 
oar  fellow  christians  in  undisputed  possessio 
of  those  intellectual  operations  which  ai 
given  by  God  before  whose  tribunal,  alon 
their  purity  can  be  tried.  But  this  boaste 
moderation  is  exercised  in  a  way  as  objeclioi 
able  in  principle  and  mischevious  in  practic 
as  the  fire  and  faggot.  Learned  gentleine 
would  be  shocked  at  the  proposition  to  bur 
at  the  stake  or  pierce  with  the  bayont-r  in  oi 
der  to  make  christians  conform  to  the  Est, 
biished  Church.  Tliis  tenderness,  howevt 
for  the  body,  ill  accords  with  a  daily  barbarit 
towards  the  mind.  There  is  no  virtue  in  men 
ly  substituting  moral  for  physical  force.  Ti 
method  may  have  more  refinement,  yet  not  L 
less  ignoble.  The  Indian  who  scalps  the  h?a 
is  really  not  more  savage  than  he  who  hievi! 
the  heart.  An  affectation  of  tenderne; 
and  liberality  by  making  physical  violent 
give  place  to  a  series  of  brutal  and  painl: 
influences  upon  the  mind,  is  an  imitation  i 
the  conduct  of  Julian,  the  apostate,  vvholi 
unworthy  the  age  and  country  in  which  >v 
live.  It  is  only  a  different  set  of  base  meai 
to  gain  the  same  base  end.  Let  us  compai 
the  aotient  with  modern  Julians.  The  learnc 
and  impartial  Dr.  iVloshiem  in  his  eccles.aslic 
history,  makes  the  following  observations  ri 
specting  the  ancient  Julian  : — 

It  istrue,tliis  prince  seeiTU'd  averse fo  the  use* 
violence  in  propagating  superstition,  &-supprcs 
ing  the  truth  ;  nay,  he  carried  the  appearances  • 
moderation  and  impartiality  so  far,as  to  allow  h 
subjects  a  {'all  power  of  judging  ior  themselves  i 
rehgious  matters,  and  i-f  worshippir.g  the  Dcii 
in  the  manner  they  tliought  the  most  rcitioml 
But,  under  this  mask  of  moderation,  ho  attack. 
Christianity  with  the  utinust  bitterness,  and,  , 
the  same  time,  with  the  most  consummate  de 
terity.  By  art  and  stratagem  he  undermined  tl 
church,  removing  the  privileges  that  were  grar 
ed  to  Christians,  and  their  spiritual  ruier 
shutting  up  the  schools  in  which  they  taug 
philosophy  and  the  liberal  arts  ;  encouraging  t 


sectaries  and  schismatics,  who  brought  dishonor 
upon  the  gospel  by  their  divisions;  composing 
books  against  the  Christians,  and  using  a  vaiiety 
of  other  means  to  bring  the  religion  of  Jesus  to 
ruin  and  contempt." 

Modern  philosophers  of  the  same  school  are 
equally  decided  in  renouncing  force,  and  are 
equ-illy  dexterous  iu  the  use  of  tJiose  means 
which  act  upon  the  frailties  of  our  common 
nature.    For  example  ;  the  churches  now  ex- 
cluded from  the  wealth  and  privileges  of  our 
provincial  hierarchy  are  invaed  to  contem- 
plate its  tempting  aspect,  and  partake  of  its 
jiood  things   upon   a   dutiful  conformity. — 
This  temptation  acts  upon  men  of  all  cha- 
racters and  degrees  of  moral  strength  ;  it  acts 
Dot  for  a  day   but   for  years  and  genera- 
tions while   the   system  lasts.      it  insures 
not   a   conformity    of  the  heart   [a  secret 
known  only  to  the  heart  and  the  searcher 
of  hearts]  but  a  conforn)i(y  to  extrrnjl  reg- 
ulations and  subscription  to  39  articles.  But 
(he  profession  of  the  tongue  is  not  always  the 
confession  of  the  mind;  and  if,  therefore,  all 
good  men  are  not  in  this  Eden  tempted  to  taste 
the  inviting  fruit,  it  will  certainly  be  feasted 
upon  by  the  less  scrupulous  and  more  com- 
promising men  of  the  world,  the  very  men  wiio 
most  need  to  be  taught  ihe  p.irity  of  the 
Gospel  and  the  self-denial  of  the  cross.— 
All  the  wealth  and  privileges  of  the  favoured 
Church  are  carefully  barricaded,  leaving  a 
narrow  entrance  guarded  with  a  sign  upon 
which  is  a  superscription  of  the  condition  of 
entrance,  viz:  "Clergy  Reserves  and  a()peo- 
Jages  !    Terms  ;— Subscription  to  39  Articles 
^nd  support  of  the  Establishment!"  This 
illurement  to  the  mind  is  really  more  ef- 
'ectual  than  the  rack  to  the  bo(!y--ror  the 
ormer  wears  the  mark  of  independent  choice, 
vhile  the  latter  rouses  all  of  human  nature  lo 
■esist  that  coercion  which  would  necessarily 
tamp  success  with  a  cowardly  acquiescence, 
.earned  men  are  now  a  days  not  for  punciiing 
he  body,  but  so  to  speak,  for  punching  ine 
<nnd  ;  not  for  putting  our  corporations  on  the 
nek,  but  for  torturing  the  mind  into  confor- 
nity  by  wounding  it  through  the  sting  of  pride 
'.Oder  exclusion,  of  mortification  under  unme- 
ited  d.sab.ht.es,  and  of  pungent  humiliation 
nder  a  blazoned  inferiority. 
It  is  true  the  excluded  churches  are  allowed 
n  option  ;  but  it  is  not  an  option  which  is  hono- 
jabJein  its  moral  or  pure  in  its  spiritual  charac- 
3r.    It  IS  not  a  simple  option,  as  ii  ought  to  be, 
etween  truth  and  error.  The  invitation  is  gene- 
>1&  seems  generous  -Come,  sister  churches, 
Jihin  the  precincts  of  our  prosperity  !"  But 
hen  they  arive  at  the  confines,  the  gate  is 
mt!    What  is  the  watch-word  for  opening 
What  is  the  price  of  admission  ?  Con^ 

.swert  tT'J''  V^^^i^refused-VVhatisthe 
suer?  Then  stay  without  and  starve. 
H.s  temptation  on  the  one  hand  and  pri- 
non  on  the  other,  are  substituted  for 
9  and  lag|or,  inquisition  aaJ  sword  


Other  christians  must  ei.her  obtain  these 
worldly  bounties  by  joining  a  oftrnmunion  from 
which  they  dissent  or  lose  what  no  others  are 
betterentitled  to  than  themselves  for  conscience 
sake.    This  ?<?  inconsistent  with  the  whole  te- 
nor of  scripture,  which  teaches  us  to  let  truth 
"have  (re-er-course  and  be  glorified."    It  once 
fell  to  my  lot  when  engaged  in  the  practise  of 
the  law,  to  draw  a  will  by  which  the  faiher  pro- 
vided that  his  son  should  inherit  his  property, 
if  at  the  age  of  21  he  should  be  a  member  in 
communion  with  the  Koman  Church,  and  if 
not,  the  estate  was  to  be  applied  to  other  pur- 
poses and  uses.    There  is  scarcely  a  father  or 
a  son  who  does  not  feel  an  instinctive  repug- 
nance to  this  arrangement.    It  unnecessarily 
places  a  young  man  in  a  fearful  conflict  bet- 
ween the  loss  of  his  property  and  the  loss  of 
his  faith.    And  Ironi  the  frailty  of  human  na- 
ture [which  i^rora  its  very  frailty  should  fly- 
temptation]  it  would  not  be  strange  should  a 
youth  so  situated  keep  the  property  "  and  go 
away  sorrowful."    The  principle  is  the  very 
same  in  the  case  before  us  upon  a  national 
scale.    The  King  as  the  father  of  his  people 
is  made  to  say,  "my  loyal  and  beloved  subjects; 
I  have  a  vast  and  nch'd.irnain  which  1  have  of 
my  mere  grace  and  favor  exclusively  bestowed 
upon  my  T  rotestant  Episcopal  Church  ;  such 
other  churches  as  will  come  within  its  pale, 
shall  partake  thereof,  but  such  of  my  loyal 
ai  d  christian   subjects   as  adhere   to  their 
schismatic  faith,  i  leave  to  hunger  and  thirst 
under  the  system  of  voluntary  contribution." 
—If  the  voluntary  system  is  sufficient  for  the 
excluded  churches,  it  is  sufficient  for  all ;  if 
insufiicienr,  why  should  thev  be  denied  the 
bounty  which,  it  is  said  they  need  ?    I  come, 
therefore,  to  the  conclusion  that  if  such  Ex- 
ecutive favors  are  to  be  given  to  any  christiaa 
churche  s  in  our  community, they  should  be  giv- 
en to  all ;  but  as  such  a  lucrative  alliance  with 
the  State  is  inexpedient,  anti-christian  -and 
unsafe,  it  should   neither  be  countenanced 

in  any,  nor  arbitrarily  confined  to  one.  

Let  me  inquire  into  those  effects  on  a  religion 
which  have  ever  followed  liiis  community  of 
interest  between  it  and  the  State.— Paganism 
has  been  thro'  many  ages  and  in  many  coun- 
tries supported  by  the  State.— But  during  all 
those  ages  was  any  heathen  mythology  ever 
purified  into  christian  excellence  ?  It  has  not 
only  tested  the  experience  of  every  age,  but 
of  every  form  of  government;  and' yet  while 


history  has  not  tr.msmitted  a  solitary  instance 
of  reciproc  al  good,  it  has  fearfully  recorded 
the  growing  corruptions  of  both.  If  govern- 
ments corrected  none  of  the  errors  of  heathen- 
ism, upon  what  ground  can  we  expect  them 
to  add  to  the  value,  the  purity  or  the  perfec- 
tion of  christian  truth  .'  Paganism  wedded  to 
the  State,  and  sharing  its  learned  ease,  wealth 
and  splendor,  bega..,  prob^biy,  with  a  Jupiter; 
and  under  this  boasted  tihance,  Gods  grew  in 
number,  till,  fancy  exhausted  by  impiety  of 
further  images,  reared     aa  altar  to  an  ui^ 


known  God;"  ihich  moved  the  intrepid  Paul 
emphatically  t*' exclaim  "  Ye  men  of  Athens 
biin  whom  ye  know  not  declare  I  unto  you.' 

Governments  not  only  corrupted  Paganism  it- 
self, but  combined  with  it  to  shut  out  ihe  light 
of  truth.    The  people  were  taught  to  regard  * 
an  attacii  on  religion  as  an  attack  on  the  fetate 
connected  with  it.— They  were  to  stand  or 
fall  together.— Hence  when  Socrates  glimpsed 
by  the  lit^ht  of  nature,  the  existence  of  only 
one  God  Ind  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  he 
WiS  charg<?d  with  impiety  against  a  State  re- 
ligion, with  a  sort  of  ir.^ason  against  Greece 
and  Grecian  Gods.     Did  the  Government 
welcome  this  spark  of  Socraiic  triuh  and 
husband  it  into  a  flame  to  lighten  the  Gentiles 
and  dispel  the  gloom  of  heathen  supersiiUon 
in  the  world'?— No— They  poisoned  hun.  Now 
if  the  religion  had  not  bv!en  the  religion  of  the 
State,  and  the  people  had  been  allowed,  as 
matter  of  right  and  practice,  to  think  on  those 
subjects  and  search  out  the  truth  wherever  it 
could  be  found,  it  never  could  have  been  al- 
leoed  a3  a  crim>)  against  Socrates,  or  havefur- 
nilhed  his  enemies  with  such  means  tor  his 
destruction.    This  mixture  of  politics  and 
rehcrion  made  them  respectively  more  lormi- 
dabfe  and  unrelenting;  for  each  upon  the  usu- 
al law  of  recipi'ocity  endeavoured  to  sustain 
the  other  in  tiie  exercise  of  power  and  the 
disposal  of  their  victims.    When  an  aiiless 
child  with  the  simplicity  of  one  in  Idob  made 
choice  of  the  ornament  of  a  Goddess  instead 
of  a  toy,  did  a  protecting  Government  pre- 
vent its  being  butchered  for  aleged  impiety 
at  the  foot  of  the  statue? 

This  political  relation  ol  paganism  arm- 
ed it  with  greater  and  fiercer  power  against 
the  earlier  christians  ;  and  to  my  mind  an 
everlasting  warning  against  it  is  wriiten  m 
the  blood  (a  deluge  of  it  too)  of  those 
martyrs,  whose  peaceful  labours  would  easily 
have  subverted  idolatry,  had  it  not  been  sup- 
ported against  them  by  the  state. 

Let  it  not,  S,r,  be  forgotten,  that  from  the  be- 
oining  of  the  world  to  the  coming  of  the 
Messiah,  natuiai  religion  was  open  to  man- 
kind-It's great  truths  were  expressed  (i  1 
may  use  the  phrase)  in  the  most  intelligible 
hyerogliphics  m  the  earth  and  in  the  heavens. 
They  saw  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  Jsan  m 
all  that  majesty  which  has  commanded  the 
admiration  of  every  age;  they  beheld  an  in^ 
conceivable   profusion  of  worlds  scattered 
throuf^h  the  various  constellf:lions  or  collected 
In  the  milky-way.    Descending  to  a  lower 
sphere,  they  saw  those  winged  vapours  wliich 
sometimes  shroud    the  atmosphere  with  a 
t  ^mpest,  and  at  other  times  exhibit  a  natural 
kale  descope  of  whar,  is  splended  in  optics  and 
.na.nificent  in  scenery;  while  (rom  the  same 
source  they  welcomed  almost  as  often  as  the  r 
v^us  recurred,  those  genial  showers  which 
cooled  a  sultry  air  and  reireshed  both  th€  an- 
imal and  vegetable  kingdoms.    Turmng  their 
,    s  to  things  more  immediately  about  them 


upon  the  surface  of  the  earth,  tliey  saw  mas- 
ses of  matter  presenting  upon  a  scale  of  less 
magnificence,  much  that  is  striking  and  won- 
derful.   They  saw  the  living  garniture  of 
fields,  and  the  progressive  developement  ot 
ve<^etation,  from  the  sowing  of  the  seed  to  the 
maturity  of  the  plant ;  and  the  structure  and 
laws  of  life  in  the  higher  order  o(  animals,were 
even  more  demonstrative  of  creative  wisdom 
and  beneficence.    Even  iaanimate  things  are 
slamot  with  peculiar  laws,  admii  ably  suited 
toth'e  wants  and  happiness  of  man  ;  and  the 
very  chrystal,  tenacious  of  its  character,  as- 
sumes its  appointed  form  tho'  passed  thro 
the  chrystalizing  process  a  thousand  times  o- 
ver.  Was  not  this  a  divine  revelation  for  them 
to  read  and  study  ?    It  h..s  been  said  «  U  there 
was  a  God  or  a  message  from  him,  it  would  be 
written  in  the  sky and  so  it  is  and  ever  has 
been. 

But  how  is  it   this  book  of  nature  wa< 
so  long  open  to  the  Pagan  world  without  avail 
Wliy  was  this  volume  forsaken  for  an  idea 
mythology  ?    Why  was  natural  religion,  witb 
its  ?bundant  testimonies,  superseded  by  artift 
cial  idolatry  ?    In  an  eminent  degree  becaust 
Pa<^anism  was  upheld  against  it  by  the  power 
welltL  and  splendor  of  the  State  with  whicl 
it  was  associated.     Perhaps  Paganism  wa 
natural  religion,  which  in  a  long  course  o 
time  received  under  human  government  a  de 
basing  alloy,  till  it  retained  scarcely  a  yestig 
of  its  purer  origin.    It  was  fearful  odds^  to 
mankind,  in  the  pursuit  of  truth,  to  find  ai 
rayed  against  them  error,  based  upon  the  lav 
enriched  and  favored  by  the  executive,  and  s 
wrapt  up  in  imperial  splendor  &  superstitioi 
sanctity,  as  to  arrest  every  attempt  to  corre^ 
or  purify  it,  as  treason  against  the  State,  saci 
lege  against  the  temples  &  felony  against  t 
Gods.   Hence  paganism  proved  hostile  to  tl 
early  christians;  &  under  Nero,about  30  yea 
after  the  death  of  Christ,  they  were  put 
death,  according  to  Tacitus,  with  exquisi 
cruelty  ;  and  to  their  sulTerings  the  bmper 
added  mockery  and  derision.    Some  were  c 
veted  with  the  skins  of  wild  beasts  and  lelt 
be  devoured  by  dogs ;  others  were  nai.ed 
the  c-oss;  numbers  were  burnt  alive  ;  ma 
covered  with  inflammable  matter  were  lighi 
ui)  when  the  dav  declined  to  serve  as  torcl 
during    the  night.      Thus    it  appears  t. 
idolatry  intrenched  in  the  State  has  b« 
uniformly  corrupted   by  it,    and    has  e 
fiercely  opposed  the  progress  of  natutal  . 
revealed  truth.  And  I  now  ask,  has  not  ch 
tianiiy  from  its  confederacy  with  the  kmgdc 
of  this  world,  sufl^red  similar  contammati 
of  its  purity  and  retardation  of  its  progre 
I  collect  from  the  most  accredited  writers  u 
ecclesiastical  history,  that  the  christian  chu 
upon  the  very  first  embraces  of  tli€= 
der  Constantine  was  deteriorated.   1  his  is 
a  mere  point  of  speculation  or  reasoning 
is  a  matter  of  fact  to  be  determined  by  h^ 
rical  testimony  ;  and  the  weight  of  the  au 


lilies  produced  must  not  be  undervalued, 
because  in  this  transient  discussion  they  are 
unavoidably  limited  to  a  few.  But  those  few 
shall  be  clear  and  decided.  The  following 
passage  is  read  from  Moshiem  Vol.  1  Page 
95. 

'  "  The  additions  made  by  the  Emperors  and 
others  to  the  wealth,  honors,  and  advantages  of 
the  clergy,  were  followed  with  a  proportionable 
augmentation  of  rices  and  luxury,  particularly 
among  those  of  that  sacred  order,  who  lived  in 
great  and  opulent  cities ;  and  that  many  such 
additions  were  made  to  that  order  after  the  time 
of  Constantine,  is  a  matter  that  admits  of  no  dis- 
pute. The  bishops,  on  the  one  hand,  contended 
with  each  other,  in  the  most  scandalous  manner, 
concerning  the  extent  of  their  respective  jurisdic- 
tions, while,  on  the  other,  they  trampled  upon  the 
rights  of  the  people,  violated  the  privileges  of  the 
interior  ministers,  and  imitated,  in  their  conduct 
and  in  their  manner  of  living,  the  arrogance,  vo- 
lupiuousness,  and  luxury  of  magistrates  and 
princes.  This  pernicious  example  was  soon  fol- 
lowed by  the  several  ecclesiastical  orders.  The 
presbyters,  in  many  places,  assumed  an  equality 
with  the  bishops,  in  point  of  rank  and  authority. 
We  find  also  many  complaints  made,  at  this  time 
of  the  vanity  and  effeminancy  of  the  deacons. — 
Those  more  particularly  of  the  presbyters  and 
deacons,  who  filled  the  first  stations  of  these  or- 
der,!, narriei  their  pretentions  to  an  extravagant 
length,  and  were  offended  at  the  notion  of  being 
placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with  their  colleagues. 
For  this  reason,  they  not  only  assumed  the  titles 
Archpreshyters  and  Archdeacons,  but  also  claimed 
a  degree  of  authority  and  power  much  superior 
to  that  which  was  vcL^ted  in  the  other  members  of 
.their  respective  orders." 

In  the  same  volume  of  that  learned  historian 
referring  to  the  same  century  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing observations  : 

"  When  wo  cast  an  eye  towards  the  lives  ;ind 
morals  of  Christians  at  this  time,  we  find,  as  for^ 
merly,  a  mixture  of  good  and  evil ;  some  eminent 
for  their  piety,  others  infamous  for  their  crimes. 
The  number,  however,  of  immoral  and  unworthy 
Christians  began  so  to  increase,  that  the  exam, 
pies  of  real  piety  and  virtue  became  extremely 
rare.  When  the  terrors  of  persecution  were  to- 
tally dispelled  ;  when  the  church  secured  from  the 
efforts  of  its  enemies,  enjoyed  the  sweets  of  pros- 
perity and  peace;  when  the  most  of  the  bishops 
exhibited  to  their  flock  the  contagious  examples 
of  arrogance,  luxury,  effeminacy,  animosity^  and 
strife,  with  other  vices  too  numerous  to  mention; 
when  the  inferior  rulers  and  doctors  of  the  church 
fell  into  a  slothful  and  opprobrious  negligence  of 
the  duties  of  their  respective  stations,  and  em- 
ployed  ,  in  vain  wranglings,  land  idle  disputes, 
that  zeal  and  attention  that  were  due  to  the  cul- 
ture of  piety  and  to  the  instruction  of  the  people  ; 
and  when  (to  complete  the  enormity  of  this  hor- 
rid detail)  multitudes  were  drawn  from  the  pro. 
fession  of  Christianity,  not  by  the  power  of  con- 
▼iction  and  argument,  but  by  ihe  prospect  of  gain 
and  the  fear  of  punishment;  then  it  was,  indeed, 
no  wonder  that  the  church  was  contaminated  with 
shoals  of  profligate  Christians,  and  that  the  vir- 
tuous few  were,  in  a  manner,  oppressed  and  over- 
whelmed with  the  superior  numbers  of  the  wicked 
and  licentious.    It  is  true  that  the  sam.e  rigorous 


penance,  which  liad  taKcm  place  before  Constcn' 
tine  the  Great,  continued  now  in  full  force  againsv 
flagrant  transgressors  ;  but  when  the  reign  of  cor- 
ruption becomes  universal,  the  vigor  of  the  law- 
yields  to  ats  sway,  and  a  weak  execution  defeats 
the  purposes  of  the  most  salutary  discipline. — 
Such  was  now  unhappily  the  case;  the  age  was 
sinking  daily  from  one  corruption  to  another  ; 
the  great  and  the  powerful  sinned  with  impunity, 
and  the  obscure  and  the  indigent  felt  alone  the 
severity  t  f '  the  laws." 

This  accords  with  the  opiaion  of  that  emi- 
nent divine  Bishop  Newton,  who  in  his  work 
upon  the  prophesies,  2nd  volump,  page  262 
aifords  the  foDowing  quotation  : 

"  Though  the  establishment  of  Chris- 
tianity by  Constantine,  added  much  to  the 
temporal  prosperity,  yet  it  contributed  lit- 
tle to  the  spiritual  graces  and  virtues  of  chris- 
tians It  eiilarged  their  revenues,  and  encreased 
their  endowments  ;  but  it  proved  the  fatal  means 
of  corrupting  the  doctrines  and  relaxing  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  church.  It  was  attended  with 
this  peculiar  disad-i'antage,  that  many  clave  to 
them  with  flatteries  ;  many  became  christians 
for  the  sake  of  the  loaves  and  fishes,  and  pre- 
tended to  be  of  the  religion  only  because  it  was 
the  religion  of  the  Empire.  Eusebius,  who  was 
a  cotemporary  writer,  remarks  that  one  of  the 
reigning  views  of  the  times  was  the  dissimulation 
and  hypocrisy  of  men  fraudulently  entering  into 
the  church,  and  borrov/ing  the  name  of  chris 
tians  without  the  reality." 

The  learned  Moshiern  relates  with  expres- 
sions of  regref,  the  degeneration  of  the  primi- 
tive church,  as  he  terms  it,  «•  tov^  ards  the  form 
of  a  religious  monarcliy."— The  Bishops  as- 
pired to  h  gher  degrees  of  power  aud  aiithoriiy 
than  they  formerly  professed  ;  and  not  only  vi- 
oUited  the  rights  of  the  people,  but  also  made 
gradual  encroachments  upon  the  p.ivileges  of 
the  Presbyters.  Tl)oy  assumed  in  many  places 
a  pr-nceiy  authority  ;  appropriated  to  their  e- 
vangelical  function,  the  splend  d  ensigns  of 
temporal  Piajesty  ;  a  throne  surrounded  with 
nunistt  rs,  exalted  them  above  their  fellows  ; 
and  sumptuous  garments  dazzicd  the  eyes  and 
the  minds  of  the  multitude  into  an  ignorant 
veneration  for  their  arrogated  authority.  The 
Presbyters  ambitiously  imitated  the  example  of 
the  bishops;  and  there  followed  to  religion  a 
train  of  melancholy  and  dishonorable  conse- 
quences, over  v;hich  Mosliiem  regrets  that 
"Truth  could  not  allow  him  to  spread  a  veil." 

What  was  true  of  christi^ity  and  of  chris- 
tians in  those  ages,  was  realized  by  the  estab- 
lished church  in  later  times.  For  this  truth 
we  have  also  the  authority  of  a  Bishop. 

Bishop  Burnett  says  "  I  have  lamented,  during 
my  whole  life,  that  I  saw  so  little  true  zeal  a- 
mong  our  clergy.  I  savi?  nmch  among  the  clergy 
of  the  Church  of  Rome,  though  it  is  both  ill  di. 
rectcd  and  ill  conducted.  I  saw  much  zeal  like- 
wise throughout  the  foreign  churches.  The  dis- 
senters have  a  great  deal  of  zeal  among  them  ; 
but  the  main  body  of  our  clergy  has  always  ap- 
peared dead  and  lifeless  to  me ;  and  instead  of 
animating  one  another,  they  lay  one  another  to 
sleep.    Unless  a  better  spirit  possesesthe  clergy. 


arguments,  and  what  is  more,  laws  and  authority 
will  not  presorve  the  church." — Own  Times,  Vol. 
4,  p.  440. 

Such  have  been  the  recorded  and  attested 
effects  of  the  world  on  the  christian  church  ! 

It  follows,  Sir,  ihat  when  a  church  has  re- 
ceived this  modification  (Voni  the  State,  it 
must  have  an  injurious  beaiiGg  upon  individu- 
als and  society  at  lar^e.    Take  one  or  two  ex- 
amples.   Buny^^D  freely  enjoyed  bis  half  infi- 
delity and  looseness  of  livin^,  until  his  subse- 
quent conversion  and  professed  piety.    He  no 
sooner,  however,  became  an  open  christian  ac- 
cording to  the  suggestions  of  bis  faith  and  the 
dictates  of  his  conscience.tban  his  non-confor- 
mity to  the  State-nourish  d  chuichwas  bro't 
Egainst  him  as  a  crime.    He  hud  indeed,  free- 
dom and  liberty  ;  but  it  was  freedom  and  lib- 
eity  of  choice  between  ecclesiastical  confor- 
mity or   immurement  in  a  dungeon.  To 
punish  a  man  for  not  admitting  a  color  to  be 
whiti;  which  he  perceives  and  cannot  help  per- 
ceiving to  be  black,  is  n  »t  more  absurd  or  ty- 
rannical than  to  punish  him  for  not  professing 
to  believe  that  to  be  truth  which  he  verily  be- 
lieves   and    cannot  help    believing  to  be 
error. — Yet    in    Bunyan's    case,  [to  illus- 
trate thousands  of  others]  the  church  and 
State  combined  to  imprison  him  for  12  years! 
During  this  protracted  confinement,  as  the 
body  languished,  the  spirit  became  moreethe- 
rial  and  divine — and  he  composed  for  the  last- 
ing benefit  of  the  world,  his  Pilgrims  Pro- 
gress, a  work  so  pure  in  its  diction  and  so 
classical  as  an  AUegoncal  production,  as  to 
command,  even  to  this  day.  the  interest  otthe 
christian  reader  and  the  praise  of  the  fastidi- 
ous critic.    Come  down  to  later  years  and  read 
a  warning  from  the  case  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr. 
Carey  &  his  co-adjutors,  who  full  of  Mission- 
ary ztal — (the  noblest  kindled  in  the  human 
mind)  proceeded  to  British   India  to  con- 
vert the  heathen — On  their  arrival  the  uni- 
ted church  and  State  met  them  with  an  inter- 
diction.   Banished  by  them  as  British  sub- 
jects aspiring  to  do  their  duty  as  British  chris- 
tians to  British  heathens  in  this  British  em- 
pire,they  took  refuge  with  Apostolic  intrepid- 
ity and  zeal  in  a  neighboring  Danish  colony; 
and  there  they  established  a  Press, and  thence, 
as  it  wer3  under  foreign  protection  and  tolera- 
tion, they  successfully  and  gloriously  bombar- 
ded British  India  with  Divine  truth. 

Next  look  into  th?  effects  of  this  system  on 
whole  communities.  There  are  those  in  this  as- 
eembly  in  whose  veins  flows  Irish  blood  ;  but  af- 
flicted Ireland  needs  not  national  feeling  to  in- 
sure sympathy  under  her  wrongs.  How  eve- 
ry sentiment,  patriotic  and  religious,  would 
rise  in  arms  within  us,  were  it  now  enacted 
that  every  Protestant  in  Canada  should  be 
taxed  to  support  the  liomm  Catholic  church! 
Yet  in  Ireland,  after  years  of  unavailing  remon- 
strance and  complaint,  the  Roman  Catholics, 
with  religious  scruples,  as  strong  and  sincere 
as  our  own,  are  obliged,  besides  the  support 
of  their  owa  minisiry,  to  pay  tithes  to  the 


very  established  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
from  which  they  dissent.  Just  as  if  heathens 
should  say  to  us,  think  as  you  please,  but  pay 
us  the  price  of  the  sacrifice ;  think  as  you 
please,  but  bring  to  our  altars  the  victims  we 
offer  up,  To  how  melancholy  a  degree  must 
a  church  be  corrupted  by  the  State  lo  put  for- 
ward these  exclusive  pretensions,  and  cojn- 
bine  with  the  civil  power  for  the  exaciiua 
oT  an  unjust  and  unchristian  tax. 

"  Hark  !  he;ird  vox.  not  tliat  piercing  cry. 
Which  shook  the  waves  and  rent  the  sky." 

Read  the  tragedy  of  such  a  system  in  the 
tale  of  the  widow  embalmed  in  her  tears. — 
You  know.  Sir,  the  massacre  to  which  I  re- 
fer. It  was  in  the  collection  of  a  Catholic 
Tax  for  protestant  uses,  that  a  minister  of  ihe^ 
Church  of  State  commanded  the  musket  to 
be  fired  which  laid  the  son  weltering  at  the 
mother's  feet !  Must  not  such  a  church  have 
been  corrupte  \  by  the  world,  and  forgotten  the 
example  of  him  who  restored  but  never  des- 
troyed life;  who  comforted  the  poorwidowof 
Nain,  &  touching  the  passing  bier,  said,  young 
man  arise  !  and  "  delivered  him  to  his  mo- 
ther." 

What  is  our  own  condition  ?  Suppose  there 
were  here  a  pagan  ascendancy  patronized  by 
the  state —suppose  them  to  say  to  christians, 
as  impious  against  their  idol  gods  ;  "  You  are 
unworthy  to  occupy  sepulchral  ground  where 
safely  to  bury  your  dead  with  an  obolns  to  pay 
old  Charon  to  ferry  you  across  the  river  styx  \ 
and  let  chance  or  avarice  with  impunity  dis- 
turb the  ashes  of  your  dissenting  dead.  Do 
you  wi-h  to  marry  ]    Let  your  issue  be  bast- 
ard from  generation  to  generation  unless  you 
present  yourselves  before  the  statue  of  Venus 
and  their  receiving  the  benetlicttoTi  of  her 
priest  legalize  your  union."    Jlow  similar  are 
the  above  sentiments  to  what  were  expressed 
towards  Canadian  dissenters  by  the  ascendant 
church  only  a  few  years  ago — The  dissenting 
churches  in  this  country  were  unable  to  hold' 
land  on  which  to  build  places  of  public  wor- 
ship or  to  bury  their  dead — It  was  one  of  the 
exclusive  privileges  of  the  English  Church! 
and  so  powerful  was  their  political  influence 
&  ascendency,  that  when  in  parliament  twelve 
years  ago,  I  laboured  with  mortifying  failure, 
as  others  had  done  before  me,  not  to  procure 
for  the  excluded  churches  a  grant  of  hind, 
but  only  a  right  to  purchase  and  hold  enough 
for  those  purposes  required  by  decent  consi- 
deration towards  the  dead  and  common  hu- 
manity   towards    tfie   feelings  of  surviving 
friends.    With  equally  humiliating  want  of 
euccesg,  it  was  for  years  attempted  by  the  late 
lion,  and  learned  Speaker  Bidwell  to  secure  to 
dissenters  the  right  of  being  married  by  their 
own  ministers    so  as  not  to  compel  them 
either  to  live  in  legal  adultery  or  offer  them- 
selves under  a  violation  of  feeling,    or  of 
conscience,   or   of  both,  at  the  e::clusivo 
altar    of  the   provincial    hierarchy.  Re- 
dress in  these  cases  has,  it  is  true,  bee  a 
at  last  obtained.     But  let  it   not  be  for- 


gotten,  it  was  obtained  after  a  period  of  pro- 
tracted and  iVuiiiess  legislatiou,  enough  to 
warn  us  against  the  danger  of  giving  one 
church  an  ascendarji;y  over  another,  or  the 
enjoyment  of  rights  au;l  prii'ileges  not  held  in 
common  with  their  foiiow  cbrisiian  bodies  in 
ihe  same  community.  Our  Stare-churchsiill 
maintains  its  exciusiveness  in  the  charter  of 
King's  College.  The  price  of  learning  there, 
is  subscription  to  the  o9  articles — [the  hon. 
member  for  Lennox  and  Addington  (Mr.Cart- 
. right)  here  interrupted,  stating  that  it  was  an 
error,  as  such  subscription  was  only  required 
from  the  Professors  and  members  of  the  Col- 
lege Council] — Very  well,  Sir,  I  will  take  the 
proposition  as  stated  by  the  hon.  member,  an  l 
thank  him  for  the  correction.  A  ttH)st  learned 
man  presents  himself  for  a  Professorship,  em- 
inently qualified  to  leach,  and  fortified  with  ev- 
ery testimonial  oi  merit  and  capacity;  his  cre- 
dentials are  reccgni/.ed,  anr?  ihe  e^VuZ  breath 
by  which  his  rare  services  are  almost  promised 
a  welcome  in  these  iheatres  of  science, — an- 
nounces a  condition, — subscription  to  the  39 
articles — Perhaps  he  s.  y;j,  "  1  am  no  theolo- 
gian ;  1  look  to  the  Kii  is  not  the  book  of  lit- 
urgy for  my  creed  ;  besides  i  am  a  young 
man  and  a  young  christian,  unwilling  to  sub- 
scribe to  39  articles  of  faith  comprehending 
many  religious  and  metaphysical  subtleties  ; 
and  my  premature  subscription  now  might  in- 
terfere with  tiie  freedom  of  my  conscientious 
dissent  from  any  of  them  in  future  life — pray 
therefore  accept  my  services  in  the  science  I 
profess.  '  The  church  promptly  replies, — 
*' away  with  the  schismatic  !"  If  the  highly 
gifted  Or.  Chalmers,  the  literary  and  theolog- 
ical boast  of  Scotland,  yes,  of  Britain,  were 
to  present  himself  for  Academic  honors  m 
Upper  Canada,  he  would  be  treated  and  repell- 
ed at  the  great  seat  of  Canadian  learning  as  a 
heretic.  And  could  you  wave  a  magic  wand 
over  the  illustrious  tomb  of  Robert  Hall,  and 
tender  his  unrivalled  eloquence,   piety  and 

i  arning  to  serve,  m  our  University,  the  inter- 
ests of  religion,  or  tench  the  pbiiosoohy  of 
morals,  he  would  meet  with  ihe  same  disdain- 
ful rejection.  The  exclusive  church  has  ac- 
quired this  exclusive  charter,  and  still  retains 

ii  notwithstanding  years  of  remonstrance. — 
The  English  Universities  are  m  like  manner 
the  property  of  the  church  of  England  ;.and 
the  exclusive  rights  they  have  held  for  centu- 
ries, they  stdl  hold  in  faithful  monojioly. — 
Hence  we  learn  the  danger  of  granting  any 
other  than  equal  civil  and  religious  rights  lo 
the  whole  community  ;  since  we  find  that  an 
inviciious  ascendancy  once  granted,  can  be 
long  and  teoacioudy  held  to  the  prejudice  of 

thfJ  most   learned  and  pious  christian^.  

The  history  of  the  sacramental  test  in  Eng- 
land inculcates  the  same  instruction  against 
religious  monopolies. — Until  lately  no  dissen- 
ter could  fill  any  public  or  corporate  office 
without  first  taking  the  gacrament  at  the  altar 
cf  the  established  church.    Various  offices  of 


honor  and  profit  were  held  up  to  tha  compo- 
tition  of  christians  ;  but  to  qualily  themselves 
for  their  worldly  situations  they  were  to  eat  of 
the  body  and  blood  of  their  redeemer,  no  mat- 
ter what  their  inward  faith  or  defective  prepar- 
ation. Such  otfices  were  virtually  held  by  the  ' 
h.erarchy,  as  bribes,  to  induce  men  to  become, 
not  believing  christians,  but  nominal  professors 
of  a  church  and  state.  In  like  manner  our 
provincial  hierarchy  claim  exclusively  to  en- 
joy the  Clergy  Reserves.  They  invite  you 
wiihin  the  pale  of  their  church,  by  simple 
subscription  with  the  pen.  Lo!  How  easy  it 
is  to  be  registered  a  christian  on  earth:  but  it 
is  the  wrong  way  to  secure  their  registry  in 
heaven.  Come  within  the  legal  precincts  of. 
the  church,  and  you  share  her  vast  estates ; 
But  if  you  conscientiously  dissent,  you  are 
doomed  to  stay  without,  admiring  the  grapes 
of  her  favoured  vineyard,  and  calling  thetn 
sour,  till  tantalized  by  protracted  tasteless 
contemi)Uitiou,  some  may  chance  to  reJiev© 
the  scruples  of  non-conformity,  and  qualify 
to  share  their  luxurious  fruit. 

Hume,  not  so  great  a  friend  to  religion  as 
he  was  to  monarchy,  gives  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  effects  of  poitical  interference 
with  ieligion  and  of  the  attempis  to  enforce 
conformity. 

•'These  controversies  had  aheady  excited  such 
ferment  aiUDug  the  people,  that  in  some  places 
they  refused  to  frequent  the  chu.  clies  where  the 
habits  and  ceremonies  were  used  ;  would  not  sa- 
lute the  cunlbraung  clergy  ;  and  proceeded  so 
far  as  to  revile  them  in  the  streets,  to  spit  in 
their  faces,  and  to  use  them  with  all  manner*  of 
contumely.  And  while  the  sovereign  authority 
checked  these  excesses,  the  flurae  was  confined, 
not  extinguished  :  and  burning  fiercer  from  con- 
finement, it  burst  out,  in  the  sircceeding  reigns, 
tu  the  destruciion  of  the  church  and  monarchy." 

And  again, 

"The  fatal  St.  Bartholomew  approa  hpd,*he  day 
•when  the  clerijy  were  obliged,  by  the  late  law,  ei- 
tiier  to  reinquish  tlieir  livings,  or  to  sign  the  ar- 
ticles, required  of  theni.  A  combination  had  been 
eritered  into  by  the  more  zealous  of  the  presbyte- 
rian  ecclesiastics  to  refuse  the  subscription  ;  in 
hopes  that  the  bi£ho[)S  would  not  venture  at  onco 
to  expel  so  great  a  number  of  the  most  popular 
preachers.  The  catholic  party  at  court,  who  de. ' 
sired  a  great  rent  among  the  protestants,  encou- 
raged  them  in  this  obstinacy,  and  gave  them 
hopes  that  the  king  would  protect  them  in  their 
refusal.  T  he  king  himself,  by  his  irresolute 
conduct,  contributed,  either  from  design  or 
aecident,  to  increase  this  opinion.  Above  all, 
the  terms  of  subscription  had  been  made  strict  and 
rigid,  on  purpose  to  disgust  all  the  zealous  and 
scrupulous  among  the  presbyterians,  and  deprive 
them  of  their  livings.  About  '2000  of  the  clergy, 
in  one  day,  relinquished  their  cures ;  and  to  the 
astonishment  of  the  court,  sacrificed  their  in- 
terest to  their  religious  tenets.  Bishoprics 
were  offered  to  Calamy,  Baxter,  and  Reynolds, 
leaders  among  the  presbyterians  ;  the  la^t  only 
could  be  prevaih)d  on  to  accept.  Deaneries  and 
other  prefermcnls  were  refused  by  many." 


Let  U3  take  from  the  same  author,  another 
specimen  of  the  spirit  engendered  by  pohtical 
ascendency  in  a  church. 

"  By  the  act  of  uniformity,  every  clergyman, 
who  should  officiate  without  being  properly  qua- 
lified, was  punishable  by  fine  and  iraprisonmejit : 
but  this  security  was  not  thought  sufficient  for  the 
church.  It  was  now  enacted,  that  wherever  five 
persons  above  those  of  the  same  household  should 
assemble  in  a  religious  congregation,  every  one  of 
them  was  liable,  for  the  first  offence,  to  be  im- 
prisoned three  months,  or  pay  five  pounds ;  for 
the  second,  to  be  imprisoned  six  months,  or  pay 
ten  pounds;  and  for  the  third  to  be  transported 
seven  years,  or  pay  a  hundred  pounds." 

This  act  was  not  a  dead  letter;  and  when 
church  and  state  were  thus  linked  together 
with  sufficient  power  to  procure  such  an  Act 
of  Parliament,  it  is  not  singular  that  the  con- 
tagion also  infected  the  courts  of  law,  poisoned 
the  minds  of  the  Judges,  and  contaminated 
the  fouutams  of  national  justice.  Thus  Wag- 
staff  and  others  of  a  jury,  in  the  age  of  Sir 
Matbew  Hale,  were  fined  100  marks  a  piece, 
by  Keeling  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  "because  though  evidence  was 
given  before  them  that  many  persons  above  the 
number  of  five*' had  been  assembled  in  such  a 
place,  and  had  Bibles  with  them,  and  were 
suspicious  persons  and  sectaries  ;  yet  the  jury 
would  not  find  them  guilty,  of  keeping  a  con- 
venticle, upon  the  late  act,  because  there  was 
no  full  evidence  that  they  were  assembled  to 
exercise  any  religious  worship,  as  the  act  runs, 
And  the  Jury  were  committed  till  they  paid 
their  fines." 

"And  now  the  court  of  exchequer  was  moved 
in  their  behalf  to  remove  by  certiarori  the  re- 
cord of  their  fines  and  estreats  :  to  which  the 
Attorney  General  said,  that  that  concerned 
the  King  only,  and  therefore  they  were  to  be 
removed  at  the  suit  and  desire  of  the  King 
only,&  not  otherwise;  &.he  seemed  very  angry 
that  such  motion  was  made";  and  the  recor- 
der of  London  said,  '*  that  those  fines  belonged 
to  the  city  by  their  charter,  so  that  their  court 
had  nothing  to  do  with  them."  They  were 
afterwards  brought  into  the  King's  Bench  up- 
on a  harbeas  corpus ;  but  were  not  bailed  till 
they  had  paid  their  fines." 

Such  is  or  at  least  recently  was  the  law  in 
England,  and  within  these  few  years  a  mmister 
of  the  Established  Church  was  subjected  to  a 
complamt  for  violating  this  act  ot  parliament 
by  attending  a  domestic  prayer  meeting  for 
the  worship  of  God.  This  regulation  as  unjust 
to  christians  as  it  is  insolent  to  Heaven,  is  the 
oflTspring  of  the  connection  between  Church  &• 
State.  But  we  gather  from  the  history  of 
Scotland  still  more  striking  &  fearful  evidence 
of  the  tyranny  of  the  Church  and  State  over  a 
dissenting  country  : 

But  the  chief  circumstance,  whence  were 
deprived  all  the  subsequent  tyranny  and  disorders 
in  Scotland,  was  the  execution  of  the  laws  for 
the  establishment  of  episcopacy  ;  a  mode  of 
government,  to  which  a  groat  part  of  the  nation 


had  entoitained  an  unsurmountable  aversion 
The  rights  of  patrons  had  ior  some  years  been 
abolished;  and  the  power  of  electing  ministers 
had  been  vested  in  the  kirk-session,  and  lay 
eiders.  It  was  now  enacted,  that  all  incumbents, 
who  had  been  admitted  on  this  title,  should  re- 
ceive a  presentation  from  ihe  patron,  and  should 
be  instituted  anew  by  the  bishop,  under  the  pen- 
alty of  deprivation.  The  mere  rigid  presbyterians 
concerted  measures  among  themselves,  and 
refused  obedience  :  they  imagined  that  their  num. 
her  would  protect  them.  Three  hundred  and  fifty 
parishes,  above  a  third  of  the  kingdom,  were  at 
once  declared  vacant.  The  western  counties 
chiefly  were  obstinate  in  this  particular.  New 
ministers  were  sought  for  all  over  the  kingdom ; 
and  no  one  was  so  ignorant  or  vicious  as  to  be 
rejected.  The  people,  who  loved  extremely  and 
respected  their  former  teachers ;  men  remarkable 
for  the  severity  of  their  manners,  and  their  fer- 
vour in  preaching;  were  inflamed  against  these 
intruders,  who  had  obtained  their  livings  under 
such  inviduous  circumstances,  and  who  took  no 
care,  by  the  regularity  of  their  manners,  to  soften 
the  prejudices  entertained  against  them." 

Tne  fate  of  Scotland  has  been  the  recent 
fate  of  Upper  Canada.  The  people  have  ever 
been  averse  to  the  establishment  of  a  dominant 
church  with  any  peculiar  privileges  or  endow- 
ments from  the  Government.  They  have  ear- 
nestly and  repeatedly  prayed  against  it  by  peti- 
tions to  the  King,  numcponsly  signed,  for  many 
years  pist  ;  and  this  direct  expression  of  their 
almost  unanimous  desire,  has  been  seconded  by 
their  representatives  in  this  House,  in  succes-^ 
sive  Sessions  and  in  successive  Parliaments. — 
Yet  recently  the  united  wishes  of  the  people 
have  been  painfully  and  alarmingly  violated  by 
forcibly  establishing  amongst  them,  in  Scotch 
fashion,  the  very  Episcopal  ascendancy  they 
had  deprecated.  Fifty  seven  rectories  have  m 
open  defiance  of  universal  sentiment,  been  er- 
ected within  our  borders,  richly  endowed,  and 
armed  with  exclusive  ecclesiastical  and  spiritual 
rights  and  privileges  ;  while  with  similar  defi- 
ance, clergy  reserves  are  sold  under  an  English 
act  of  parliament  passed  without  our  knowledge 
and  consent,  to  the  amount  of  £70,000,  &  that 
amount  abstracted  from  our  impoverished  land, 
and  paid  into  the  military  chest.  This  is  des- 
potism as  undeserved  by  Canada  as  it  is  unwor- 
thy the  parant  state.  We  have  not  the  physi- 
cal strength,  if  w^e  had  the  moral  courage  ol  the 
Scotch,  to  resist  the  evil ;  and  therefore  neces- 
sity may  doom  us  to  bow  to  wrongs,  which,  be- 
cause of  our  weakness,  it  was  ungenerous  to 
inflict.  How  keenly  are  we  at  this  hour  feeling 
the  scourge  which  has  thus  been  visited  upon  us 
by  the  ascendancy  of  the  church  which  in  Eng- 
land maintains  her  adulterous  union  with  the 
State.  Perhaps  providence  may  have  in  reserve 
for  us  some  unseen  way  of  escape  from  the  im- 
pendinr  corruption  of  religion,  and  wound  of 
the  dearest  privileges  of  an  outraged  dependency. 

The  proposition  of  the  learn'ed  member  for 
Toronto  to  divide  these  Clergy  Reserves  among 
a  select  number  of  churches  is  equally,  if  not 
more  objectionable  than  the  devotion  of  them  to 
one.   Upon  what  principle  is  this  curious  selec 
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lion  to  be  made  !  In  it  to  be  upon  the  principle 
of  numerical  slrength?  You  might  as  well  rnea- 
i  sure  a  man's  conscience  by  his  corporal  d  men- 
sions  !  Is  it  to  be  upon  the  principle  of  ortho- 
doxy? Then  the  learned  gentleman  must  be 
the  Prometheus  of  tlie  House  to  draw  fire  from 
!  Heaven,  to  subject  the  various  creeds  to  its 
more  than  liuman  test  in  the  crucible  of  truth. 
;  Or  will  tie  astume  to  be  our  laquisitor-General, 
1  and  with  the  aid  of  a  Select  Committee  sum- 
i  mon  the  christian  community  to  answer  his 
searching  investigation  ]  It  would  be  a  snigu- 
I  !ar  scene  :  only  imngme  it.  Inqusitor.— Do  you 
beheve  in  the  Tr.n.ty  ?  Witness  —That  word 
is  not  in  the  bible,  pray  what  do  you  mean  by  it  ] 
Inquisitor.— I  am  not  expounding  my  faith ;  1 
am  enquiring  aft^r  yours.  Witness.— My  faiih 
is  between  me  and  my  Muker.  Inquisitor.— Re- 
pod  the  contumacious  fellow  to  the  Hon.  House, 
that  he  may  be  committed  to  the  terrible  custo- 
dy of  the  Sergeant-at- Arms.  So  that  we  might 
at  last  arrive  at  that  very  physical  force  thought 
too  gross  for  the  modern  refinemei.t  of  those 
who  direct  their  keener  operations  against  the 
spiritual  part  of  man.  Why  should  any  be 
selected?  Why  should  any  be  excluded  ?  It  is 
prjposed,  I  understand,  to  limit  the  distribution 
to  the  four  principal  churches,  viz. — the  Estab- 
lished Church  of  England,  the  Roman  Catho- 
lies,  the  Scotch  Kirk,  and  the  Wesleyan  Me- 
thodists.  If  it  is  just  no  longer  to  exclude  the 
three  last,  it  must  be  unjust  to  continue  the  ex- 
clusion of  others.  Enumerate  as  many  reasons 
as  you  please  for  the  future  admission  of  any 
three  churches,  and  each  of  those  reasons 
will  afford  an  appeal  equally  forcible  in  behalf 
cf  the  neglected  ones.  The  four  churches  above 
mentioned  are  called  the  principal  or  leading 
ones;  and,  it  seems,  they  are  on  that  account, 
intitled  to  consideration.  But  if  they  have  ar- 
rived at  their  present  importance  without 
your  aid,  it  is  evidence,  the  best  evidence  too, 
of  their  ability  to  maintain  it.  The  great  difficul- 
ties have  been  already  overcome.  Under  Provi- 
dence these  churches  have  become  organized, 
effective  and  evangelica  ly  influential.  They 
have  been  built,  certainly  not  upon  Acts  of  Par- 
liament, or  Clergy  Reserves.  The  admission 
of  them  is  not  pretended  to  be  upon  the  ground 
of  their  poverty  or  weakness,  or  from  the  fear 
they  cannot  prosper  for  the  next,  as  they  have 
done  for  the  past  40  yearg.  Can  a  christian, 
then,  put  his  hand  on  his  heart  and  say,  that 
the  proposed  extension  of  the  ecclesiastical 
wea/lth,  is  either  necessary  or  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  churches  which  have  heretofore  been 
planted,  watered,  and  matured  into  temporal 
independence  and  spiritual  prosperity,  with  the 
all-sufficient  aid  of  the  divine  blessing]  When 
Christianity  was  so  diffused  thro'  all  countries, 
as  to  be  said  "  to  fill  the  world  when  chris- 
tians were  "  innumerable  even  in  distant  prov- 
inces ;''  when,  says  Arnobius,  "  men  of  the 
greatest  genius,  orators,  grammarians,  rheto- 
ricians, lawyers  and  physicians,"  became  con- 
I  verts  in  the  face  of  pagan  threats,  executions 
I  and  tortures;  whan  mankind  were  so  univer- 
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sally  chiistianized,  th^t  Un  re  ri  maincd  of  the 
world  only  a  remnant  Ibr  ea;  y  corques!  ;  when 
the  force  of  truth  under  the  spirit  and  prov  . 
dence  of  Heaven  had  gained  tiiis  glorious  as- 
cendancy ;  then  Conelantine  offered  his  alliance 
and  imperial  favor,  S;u,  you  are  the  Con^tan- 
tmes  of  the  day.  Seeing  that  certa:n  churches 
have  firmly  takeri  rcot,  and  grown  into  g-enerj^l 
christian  consideral  on  arid  respect,  you  obtrude 
upon  them  your  Clergy  Reserves  and  Parlia- 
mentary alliance.  A.-  the  cliurch  under  Con- 
slantine  was  corruuLi  d  and  impaired,  so  vviil, 
our  religion  droop  ur.dcr  the  patronage  with 
which  you  may  overshadow  it. 

Yau  ill  bestow  yrur  pariiaiiientary  char-ty.  It  is 
usual  to  give  to  the  ne>  dy  :  bui  on  this  occasion 
it  IS  proposed  to  enricii  those  who  liav«  already 
enough.  The  course  pursued  would  appear 
more  plausible,  were  aid  proposed  for  the  small- 
er churches  whose  age  and  resources  might  h  i 
considered  as  presenting  claims  for  support. — 
But  it  is  unaccouiiLcible  conduct  to  pass  over 
those  who  least  to  those  who  most  want ! — 
If  indeed  it  were  a  question  of  worldly  policy  ; 
if  It  were  a  conspiracy  on  the  part  of  the  State 
to  exercise  thro'  an  ecclesiastical  connection,  a 
greater  degree  of  political  influence  in  th  ;  coui- 
Kiunity;  if  it  were  intended  by  a  new  relation 
with  these  relig.ous  orders,  to  place  them  above 
iheir  congregations  in  temporal  matterts  and 
thereby  render  them  freer  agents  .as  ex.  cutive 
functionaries  ;  if  it  v/ere  desired  to  weaken  the 
reciprocity  between  pastors  and  their  flocks, 
and  sacrifice  the  endearing  relations  usually 
subsisting  between  them,  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  as  far  as  possibl  ■  an  identity  of  Toeling 
and  interest  between  ministers  of  religion  and 
ministers  of  state ;  if  in  order  to  impart  to 
government  affairs  the  d  rect  or  indirect  sanc- 
tion of  refigion,  and  to  secure  for  those  affairs 
the  pulpit,  doaiesiic  and  itinerant  advocacy  of 
christian  teacher.-,  it  were  resolved  to  encour- 
age an  influential  priesthood  dependant  on  the 
crown  ;  then,  indeed,  it  would  be  obvious'y  wisa 
and  consistent  to  seek  out  the  most  potent  and 
serviceable  allies,  who  would  bring  to  play  the 
greatest  amount  of  religious  asceiuiancy,  popu- 
lar consideration  and  secular  influence.  But 
guided  as  I  he  House  is,  or  ought  to  be,  solely  by 
a  desire  of  doing  good  to  religion,  for  religion's 
sake,&  forthe  promotion  of  its  friendly  operation 
and  spiritual  predominance  and  diffusion,  it  is 
unaccountable  there  should  be  a  predilection 
for  the  most  flourishing  churches,  and  not  for 
those  minor  ones,  which  might  (if  Clergy  Re- 
serves can  do  it)  be  filled  with  a  warmer  zeal 
and  transported  into  a  nobler  and  holier  sphere* 
cf  ministerial  operations.  Tiie  payment  of  one 
churcii  by  the  state  is  thought  of  dangerous  ten- 
dency. How  much  more  alarming  is  the  pro- 
positon  to  pay  four?  The  danger  as  it  iiffects' 
both  our  pol'tical  and  religious  condition  is  in- 
creased by  It  beyond  geometrical  proportion. — 
To  add  theleven  of  the  st  te  to  one  church  is 
btid  ;  to  add  it  to  lour  is  feariuliy  worse.  While 
there  is  only  one  dominant  church  the  vigilance 
oftlie  rest  acts  as  a  salutary  check.    The  ex- 


eluded  churches  nre  necessarily  united  for  their 
common  vindication,  and  our  lib  erties,  religious 
and  civil,  have,  therefore,  fron  thr-m  the  gua- 
ranlee  of  an  interested  co-oporaciou.  But 
when  you  weaken  those  churches  oy  inagnetis- 
ing  the  more  potent  ones  wV.h  .ne  Cler^'v  Re- 
eorvos  and  th(>reby  driwitig  iheui  tro  ii  this 
chr;s:ian  confederacy,  y<ni  leave  the  residue  in 
n  helph^ss  ana  debihtaied  -ondition.  It  is  the 
anohcatio  :  of  apolitical  max  m  to  ecclesiastical 
alf  lirs,  "  divide  and  govern." 

Tue  endowed  chur/hea  will  have  an  addit- 
io  ial  bond  of  union  ;  but  it  -vViH  h  i  of  a  worldly 
kmd.  Tlie  Enf^lish  churcii  have  long  asiserled 
and  ma'nt'iined  thoir  exclusive  r  giit ;  and  it 
vvou'd  be  a  calumny  against  that  churc'a  to  as- 
sume they  h  ivi  been  mure  periinacious  than 
will  be  lhe:r  new  associates.  Hence  they  will 
combine  tu  maintain  the  vast  estates  conferred 
upon  them,  because  the  rigiits  of  each  can  then 
only  be  cnrtainly  preserved  by  sustaining  the 
rights  of  all.  Tiiey  may  indulge  the  utmost 
ncrimor.y  against  each  other  for  alleged  her- 
isie?,  and  yet  be  faithtuily  banded  tog.'ther  to 
preserve  the  inviolabiiiiy  of  tiieir  exclu'^ive  tern 
porn.'it  es.  They  may  dispute  wiiicli  church 
ehoiild,  fis  an  affiir  of  honor,  take  rank  and  pre- 
cedence, and  wh  ch  should  have  the  largest 
share,  or  iinon  wiiat  principle  the  division 
should  be  made  ;  but  expect  not  any  coucess- 
ion  that  such  superiority  can  be  claimed  by 
others,  or  that  others  could,  vvitlioat  sacrilege 
tind  crime,  invade  their  ves'ed  r.ghts. 

There  is  an  obvious  charm  in  the  operation  of 
these  ample  don  ttions.  Chemists  ofien  discover 
an  ingredient  which  vvill  procure  the  unio.i  of  sub 
stances,  mutually  repellent;  and  the  grand  de- 
sideratum is  now  found  out  for  holding  the  most 
transcendent  ecclesiastical  contrarieues  in  har- 
monious solution.  Protestants  and  Rom;in 
Catholics,  Kirk  and  Methodists  are  r^'duced  to 
geiker  by  the  common  solvent  of  clergy  rns- 
erves  ;  and  I  verily  believe  there  would  be  no 
precipitate  from  the  addition  of  a  little  pagan- 
ism. The  wolfe  and  the  iamb,  the  Jeopard  & 
the  kid  seem  lo  nnngle  together  in  prophetic 
harmony.  Bur  in  ihisc  ise,  it  is  not  so  mucli 
from  a  mixture  of  spiiit  as  of  interest.  It  is 
not  so  much  from  the  milkol  human  kindness^ 
as  from  the  saliety  ol  hierarchal  participa  ion. 
They  take  their  seats  at  the  festival  of  our  pub- 
lic lands  ;  and  in  language  not  borrowed  from 
the  book  of  Proverbs  or  the  works  of  Solo- 
mon, they  "pick  the  same  bone,"  they  "fea- 
ther themselves  tog  ther  in  the  same  nests," 
and  they  "feed  at  the  same  bread  and  butler." 

Much,  sir,  as  1  respect  many  of  my  Ca- 
tholic friends,  I  sincerely  believe  their  church, 
as  they  sincerely  believe  mine,  to  be  in  fatal 
error.  Each  apnrehends  with  regret,  wholly 
free  from  unkindness,  that  the  other  vvill  be 
damned.  VViiat  course  does  it  become  us,  un- 
•der  this  belief,  respectively  to  take?  Can  I 
ngree  to  en..'ow  the  Roman  church  to  enable 
them  the  more  easily  and  effectually  to  propa- 
gate the  very  doctrines  against  which  I  protest? 
Can  Pomao  Catholics  properly  aid  the  cause 


of  heresies,  called  damnable,  with  special  ap. 
propriations  1  Ought  other  of  us  to  compro- 
njise  his  faith  ?  If  religion  is  important,  it 
is  supremely  so.  If  it  is  anything,  it  is  every- 
thing. To  effect  then,  this  worldly  accommo- 
dation, cught  we,  by  public  grants,  to  accelerate 
the  progress  of  ei  ror  and  iiazard  the  salvation 
of  iinuiorlal  souLs?  Let  every  man  cnswer 
the.>e  enquiries  to  himself,  upon  the  principle 
of  patrio  ism  and  the  hopes  of  iho  christian. 

Instead  of  giving  tiiese  clergy  reserves,  I  am 
ready  and  anxious,  without  fear  of  present  or 
future  consequences,  to  give  them  collectively 
&,  individually  the  Bible,  "  that  they  ni;iy  read, 
learn,  mark  and  inwardly  digest  it."  But  I 
will  not  endow  error.  Nor  will  I  legislate 
agamst  it,  because  I  heartily  believe  that  th« 
divine  truth  contains  w  thin  itsdf  all  the  nn- 
cessary  elemen's  for  its  own  achievements  I 
would  as  soon  give  Clergy  Reserves  to  chem- 
iVts  to  extract  sun  beams  frtm  cucumbers  for 
the  Sun.  Remove  all  ariificial  ohsi ructions, 
and  light  dispels  the  darkness  wherever  it 
shines.  But  iti  invading  the  empire  ami  prero- 
gative of  Heaven"-,  you  endow  this  darkness, 
and  g  ve  it  legislative  locality  and  hab  tud^•&, 
you,  more  o;-  less,  obstruct  the  genial  ray  and 
eclipse  the  firmament  of  truth. 

Instead  of  making  a  State  provisi(.n  P)r  any 
one  or  more  churches  ;  in-  tead  of  apportioning 
the  clergy  reserves  among  thom  with  a  vn-w  of 
promoting  christiyni'y  ;  instead  o'"  giving  pen- 
sions or  salaries  to  ministers,  to  ma.;e  tiiein  in- 
dependent of  voluntai-y  contributions  from  the 
people;  I  would  srudously  avoid  that  policy, 
and  leave  truth  UMfettered  and  unimapded  to 
make  her  own  conque-^ts.  Lawyers  and  P.iy- 
siciaiis  have  no  clergy  reserves.  Th.-y  depend 
upon  the  support  of  the  commnnity  w'lich  ben- 
efits by  their  labors.  The  professions  of  law 
and  physic  are  well  represented  in  this  Asein- 
bly,  and  bear  ample  testimony  to  the  sufficient 
generosity  of  the  people  towards  them.  Will 
good,  pious  and  evangelical  ministers  of  our 
holy  religion,  be  l:k"ly  to  fare  worse  than  the 
physicians  of  the  body  ?  or-  the  agents  for  our 
temporal  affairs  ■?  Let  gosp  d  ministers  as  the 
scriptures  say,  live  by  the  gospel  ;  and  the  very 
apostolic  niaxim  tiiat  the  workman  is  worthy  of 
h's  hire,  implies  tiie  performance  of  duty  re- 
warded teu.porally  by  tho>e  who  impose  or  re- 
ceive it.  ^JMiere  is  no  fe;'r  the  profession  wdl 
become  ex'inct  from  want  of  professors.  Was 
there  (any  thing  Locke  may  say  to  the  contrary 
not'vvitnstanding)  ever  a  nation  on  the  earth, 
however  barbarous,  without  something  of  a 
priesthood?  The  aboriginees  of  this  continent 
answer  in  the  negative  ;  and  the  least  civilized 
trib  *s  have  their  professional  functionaries  to 
offer  up  their  occasional  sacrifices  to  the  "great 
spirit."  We  have  had  too,  from  t!ie  earliest 
history  of  the  Province  standing  cv  dence  to 
the  contrary  lu  the  history  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  up  to  a  recent  period.  That 
church  was  planted  in  th  s  colony  without 
the  knowledge  or  consent  of  tne  govern- 
ment   The  scattered  seulements,  otherwiso 


destitute,  were  every  where  visited  by 
her  itinerant  miniTtry,  u  hich  increased  with 
the  population,  ar;I  wants  of  the  country, 
and  acquired  undei'  Providence,  acknovvlud^f^'d 
distinction  for  the  euperior.ity  of  their  numbers, 
for  the  devoted  character  of  their  piety,  for  the 
fervour  oi  liicir  preachin;;^,  for  the  sanctity  ot 
their  lives,  and  for  the  coiiViTting  influe  nce  so 
abund-intly  shed  upon  their  higinv-favored  min- 
istrations. They  were,  hosvever,  regarded  by 
the  government  with  jfmlousy  and  contempt ; 
and  subjocted  to  indigiiiiy  under  vice- n  gal  re- 
pulsion and  prirjiainoriiar^  investigat  ion.  *»  M'?- 
Ihodist"  was  a  term  of  reproach  ;  and  an  hen. 
member  of  this  House  was  once  expeHed  fur 
inttiiodcstically  recommending  a  collection  of 
bis  friends  to  hvu  according  to  the  gospel  they 
professed.  Amidst  contuuialy  and  opposition, 
howevpr,  they  flourished  almost  bf^^yond  exam- 
ple. Devotrd  to  the  gospc!,  ''ail  other  things 
were  added  to  them;'^  and  pr-rhips  tiiere  has 
«*  rot  been,  since  pr'mitive  tunes,  more  strikmg 
evidence  cf  the  existence  of  "  a  Kuigdom  not 
of  this  world"  swayed  by  a  spiritual  sceptre. — 
lias  the  christian  community ,on  the  oincr  Iv-jnd, 
becefiied  by  the  late  appropriations  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  religious  uses  1  or  has  the  prospect 
briglitened  betore  the  expected  di^tributlon  ot 
the  clergy  resjrves  3  When,  lharefore,  VvC 
find  the  ciiristian  church  in  tiie  fif.sL  three  cen- 
turies flourishing  against  the  State,  and  declin- 
lig  under  its  subsequent  patronage  under  Con- 
etantine  ;  and  when  v.'e  see  the  same  thing  v^- 
rifled  upon  a  smaller  scale  will  in  the  borders  of 
our  own  country,  surely  we  need  not  hesitate 
practically  to  believe  the  proposition  that  if 
truth  is  let  alone  it  will  prev.til.  Such  wr.sthe 
advico  of  Ganialial;  and  let  not  lenrncd  mem- 
bers forget  he  was  "a  doctor  of  law."  He  opposed 
those  wnose  object  it  was  to  support  the  estab- 
lished errors  hv  punishing  those  who  ofTered  tho 
truth.  He  loriified  his  posiLion  wilh  5:r:king  il- 
lustrations, &.  closed  his  eloquent  and  dignified 
address  with  the  following  advice:  "  And  row 
I  say  unto  yon,  refrain  from  tnose  men  and  let 
them  alone  ;  for  if  tneir  counsel,  or  their  work 
be  of  men,  it  will  come  to  niiught ;  but  if  it  be 
of  God,  )ou  cannot  overthrow  it,"  Lord 
Bacon  (to  the  best  of  my  recollection) 
has  somewhere  said,  "when  truth  is  left  alone 
to  grapple  with  error,  who  ever  knew  her  wor- 
sted in  the  contest?"  But  our  modern  pluloso- 
phers,  instead  of'condescending  to  be  children 
of  truth,  aspire  to  make  truth  a  child  to  us, 
to  put  her  into  leading  strings,  wrap  her  in 
swaddling  clothes,  conhne  her  in  the  nursery, 
and  smother  her  with  kindness  under  Acts  of 
Parliament !  Truth,  however,  is  not  an  exotic 
or  a  hot  house  plant.  It  is  indigenous  in  every 
country,  congenial  to  every  cTiniate  and  the 
native  of  every  soil.  How  can  it  be  otherwise, 
since  it  proceeded  from  him  who  can  be  found 
and  worsliipped  ( (jually  in  every  mountain  top, 
in  every  valley  and  in  every  shade. 

The  course  of  nature  is  the  course  of  Provid- 
ence. It  is  the  practice  of  every  day  to  confide 
ifl  it  as  sufficient  to  insure  the  continuance  of 


those  bounties  which  we  receive  as  dependent 
creatures.  Reposing  without  timid  apprehen- 
sion in  a  divine  snptrintending  care  over  mate- 
rial things, why  sbo'd  we  be  disirustfui  of  equal 
supcrinieiui..  ".ivp.  over  spiritual  things?  Con- 
scious of  our  inability  to  direct  terrestrial  pow- 
ers, it  is  Pagan  pr<  snmpiion,  like  Phaston,  to 
ascend  the  chariot  ef  the  Sur;,  and  drive  vviili 
fearful  temerity  round  the  zodiac  of  re!ii,nous 
truth.  Will  learned  gen.  assume  to  legislate 
for  the  clouds  1  Do,  then,  your  work  of  supe- 
rogation.  Fa'^s  a  \?.\^'  for  a  saieiy-fund  of  rain. 
Tax  every  man  with  the  precaution. sry  duty  of 
periodically  watering  an  ailottcd  poriion  ol  liia 
earth,  as  pabulum  for  the  sua  to  (iisull  ilie 
balmy  dew,  to  supply  the  v.  '.i.'^ed  vapours  of 
the  air,  to  spread  ou'  the  cloudy  cunain  of  the 
sky  and  seasonably  diffaoC  rnure  geai;d  show- 
ers. Does  thii  seem  absurd  ?  Open,  tin  n, 
the  eyes  of  the  und'-rstanding  and  see  that  it 
is  not  less  absurd  to  usurp  the  spiritual  then 
the  physical  throne;  not  less  absurd  to  as^Uine 
to  govern  "a  kingdom  not  of  this  world," 
than  to  govern  the  clouds  lor  hmi  who  ridesi 
upon  the  whirlwind  and  directs  the  storm." 

In  the  thing?  about  us  we  witness  the  particu- 
larity ol  Providence,  acting  nevertheless  under 
the  simplicity  ol' a  law  whicii  is  equally  the 
object  of  our  gratitude  and  admiration.  L'Jt 
us  judge  of  the  certainty,  simi)licity  and  eili- 
cieijcy  with  wiiich  he  can  govern  his  church, 
by  the  display  of  corresponding  attributes  iix 
tlie  works  of  nature.  He  wteids  his  almighty 
power  not  less  for  ail  that  is  little,  than  for  ail 
that  is  great.  By  the  same  i-pparent  natural 
cause  v.  e  see  cntrolled  the  waves  of  the  ocean 
swelling  into  tides,  and  the  fluctuation  of  the 
least  rip[)le  upon  the  surface  of  a  bisui  of  wa- 
ter. From  the  same  cause  we  trace  the  sph  er- 
ical shape  ol  a  planet,  and  of  those  morning 
dew  drops  glittering  over  the  verdant  fields 
like  "  oriental  pearl;"  and  lience  in  the  house 
of  mourning  you  see  drop  after  drop,  distilled 
by  sorrow,  lo'.'ing  globule  after  globule  down 
the  cheek.  ThereTore  a  poet,  without  indul- 
ging in  mere  poetijal  license,  has  justly  and 
beautifully  said — 

"  'I'hat  very  law  which  moulds  a  tear 

And  bids  it  trickle  I'roin  its  source, 
Tliatlaw  preserves  the  eari.ii  a  sphere, 

And  guides  the  planets  in  their  course." 

When  it  is  considered  that  it  is  the  same  pow- 
er that  controls  the  stupendous  moveuients  of 
the  universe,  and  the  simple  effervesence  of  vi 
mixture,  we  should  learn  that  the  relative  terms 
great  and  little  applied  to  Him  "are  terms  with- 
out meaning;"  that  His  providence  is  equal- 
ly universal  and  equally  particular;  that  it  is 
equally  conversant  with  the  events  of  nations 
and  of  an  individual  supplicant  ;  that  while  it 
counts  the  stars  of  the  firmament  aiid  the  ne- 
bule  of  the  milky  way,  it  regards  the  falling  of 
a  sparrow,  and  numbers  the  hairs  of  his  (Sol. 
General's)  learned  head.  This  particulariiy  of 
1«  evidence  in  material  things  affords  no  apo- 
logy for  a  christian's  distrust  either  of  his  wdl 
or  ability  to  dispense  the  afiairs  of  that  spiritu- 


i!  kinf;dom  which  he  has  hiiuaeif  eslabiiahtd 
1  !  covenanted  to  niaintaiii  for  ever. 
Will  learoed  gentlemen  pnss  a  law  in 
behalf  of  gravitation  ?  Gravitation  presents  to 
the  mind  ihe  vastest  and  subiimesi  conception 
within  the  compass  of  the  universe. — Where- 
cver  we  go,  yea,  whereever  pur  thoughts  can 
reach,  this  all  pervading  power  extends  its  il- 
limitable influence. — We  acknowledge  its  pre- 
sence when  we  truckle  a  pebble  along  the 
ground,  or  trace  the  mariner's  lead  descending 
the  abyss;  we  feel  it  in  the  heaving  of  the  ocean, 
&  recognise  from  it  all  the  various  &  modified 
motions  which  thf?  material  world  affords. — 
Even  if  we  leave  the  earth  and  wander  where- 
ever the  imagination  may  clioose  to  rove  thro' 
boundless  space,  we  find  at  every  step  as  we 
travel  from  planet  to  planet,  and  from  v/orld 
to  world,  this  mysterious  power,  so  universal- 
ly diffused  as  not  to  leave  a  point  of  space,  or 
a  solitary  afom  of  matter  unconscious  of 
its  presence  or  dominion. — It  is  every  v/here 
present  and  unceasingly  active. — With  tliis 
grrat  truth  proved  to  us  to  tleaionsi ration,  can 
we  fail  to  recognize  the  greater  truth  (which 
this  glimpse  of  the  giory  ol  creation  was  part- 
ly intended  to  illustrate)  that  he  wlio  called  all 
these  things  into  being  and  upholds  them  by 
the  word  of  his  power,  is  also  himself  every 
where  present  and  unceasingly  active  ?  Can 
it  be  difficult  to  believe  of  the  creator,  howe- 
ver wonderful  it  may  be,  what  we  ^re  obliged 
upon  investigation  to  believe  of  what  he  has 
created  1  The  ancient  Psalmist  must  have 
had  something  to  sup{)ly  the  place  of  the  illu- 
minations of  modern  science,  when  without 
any  knowledge  of  this  all  pervading  law  of  gra- 
vitation, he  thas  so  sublimely  deleniated  the 
corresponding  attributes  of  the  God  of  nature; 
*'  Thou  art  about  my  path,  and  about  my  bed, 
and  spiest  out  all  my  ways — such  knowledge 
is  too  wonderful  and  excellent  for  me  ;  I  can- 
not attain  unto  it — whither  shail  I  go,  then, 
from  thy  presence  ?  If  I  climb  up  into  the 
Heavens,  thou  art  there  ;  if  I  go  down  into 
the  bottomless  pit,  thou  art  there  also. — If  I 
take  the  wings  of  the  uioruing  and  remain  in 
the  uttermost  part  of  the  sea,  even  there  also 
shall  thy  hand  lead  me,  and  thy  right  hand 
shall  hold  me." — Mow  strictly  the  law  in  this 
case  corresponds  to  the  law-giver!  In  the  con- 
templation of  this  stupendous  subject,  New- 
ton expressed  the  thought  (it  has  sublimity  if 
not  truth)  that  space  the  very  scene  of  such 
mighty  works,  was  the  sensorium  of  the  su- 
preme.— And  how  nearly  is  that  thought  alli- 
ed to  one  of  divine  authority,  "  in  him  we  live 
and  move  and  have  our  being."  Wlien  there- 
fore, we  see  the  certainty  and  efficiency  with 
which  by  one  simple  law  of  gravitation  he 
upholds  the  great  and  the  little  every  where 
in  the  material  universe,  and  therewith 
*'  spreads  his  tender  mercies  over  all  his 
worksj"  surely  we  have  an  ample  guarantee 
for  the  certainty  &  efficiency  of  His  Holy  and 
all-pervading  spirit  in  dispensing  the  affairs  and 
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consummaiing  the  glory  i>(  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ. — We  not  only  thuf  learn  from  the  light 
of  nature,  that  his  providence  is  certain  and 
efficient  for  the  advancement  of  His  Church, 
but  we  gather  from  revelation  itseK,  the  purely 
spiritual  means  by  which  he  has  ordained  and 
promised  aione  to  govern  a>^d  superintend  it. 
When  a  lawyer  is  asked  by  a  client  how  the 
t  ffairs  of  a  decca.sed  peison'  sball  be  adminis- 
tered, he  mquir.  s  for  his  will,  from  a  careful 
perua'ilof  wh=ch  he  collects  the  wishes  and  in- 
\entions  of  thp  lerftator.~He  does  not  consider, 
iiow  he  would  dispose  of  his  own  aflfiiirs  as  a 
guide  for  administering  those  of  another;  he 
does  not  act  the  part  of  a  mere  critic  or  re- 
viser of  the  document  before  him  ;  i>or  does  he 
presume  to  make  interpolations  in  it,  or  arbitra- 
ri!y  to  pursue  or  modify  the  terms  prescribed  by 
it. — Fie  IS  safsfcfied  honestly  to  expound  the 
views  of  the  tesiator  as  solemnly  expressed  in 
his  will,  and  tiion  honestly  direct  the  admin- 
istration   accrdingly.  1  now  hold  in  my 

hand  a  last  v/i!l  and  testament  Christians 

•caii  it  the  Now  Testament  ;  and  it  is  our  duly 
from  it  to  gather  and  to  follow  the  pleasure  of 
tiie  divine  testator. — In  our  general  reasoning 
and  speculations  on  this  subject  we  might  err  ;/ 
but  what  we  collect  from  this  source,comes  with 
that  authority  which  it  is  a  matter  of  prudence 
and  duty  to  obey. — From  the  time  our  Saviour 
rejected  all  the  Kingdoms  of  this  world,  and  the 
glory  of  them,  the  period  of  his  ascension, 
we  derive  one  consistent  hsson  respecting  his 
Kingdom,  the  sprituality  of  its  government,  and 
its  seperation  from  the  world.  In  the  sermon 
from  a  mountain  to  great  multitudes  of  people, 
a  sermon  embracing  a  variety  of  dutie^■,  he  does 
not  hint  at  Clergy  Reserves,  or  endowments 
or  national  patronage. — The  very  expression 
"  thy  King  lorn  come"  implies  more  what  the 
nations  should  receive  than  what  they  ever  couid 
confer — and  the  concluding  words  "  for  f/iirzeis 
the  Kingdom^  and  the  -power  aud  the  glory,  for 
ever,"  are  so  dicidedly  exclusive  of  the  vvorld, 
and  such  complete  assumption  of  the  whole  do- 
minion, that  it  plainly  requires  King?,  nations 
and  parliaments  to  be  rather  prostrate  christians, 
than  with  antichristian  aristocracy  to  volunteer 
themselves  patrons  of  God. 

Had  it  been  intended  to  promote  and  sus- 
tain Christian  Churches  through  the  govern- 
ments of  the  world,  we  might  expect  to  meet 
with  appeals  to  them  in  their  behalf,  when  the 
infancy  of  tliose  churches,  according  to  all  hu- 
man calcuhitions,  most  needed  such  interposi- 
tion. Had  it  not  been  unwise  and  inexpedient, 
twelve  kings  wiih  their  political  'establishments, 
might  have  been  Apostoiized  instead  of  the  12 
disciples;  and  suiely  we  might  at  least  look 
for  some  admonitions  to  such  civil  authorities 
to  afford,  as  a  dur,y,their  patronage  and  endow- 
ments. But  I  do  not  remember  in  the  whole 
compass  of  the  New  Testament,  a  distant  in- 
timation of  the  kind.  Christianity  was  to  pre- 
vail against  governments,  but  governments 
were  not  intrusted  or  commissioned  to  rear 
Christianity.    And  now  that  Christianity  has 


li 

prevailed  aoraiiist  t.hain,  tlmr  obtruded  p^trnn- 
aij^c  and  endowment;-  are  as  il!-tiTied,  as  ihey 
are  unneeded,  yea,  pernicious.    Upoa  commi  — 
sioHing  his  disciples  to  go  in- o  t  he  world  th'.  Sa- 
viour said  •'  beliold  I  send  you  forth  as  sheep  m 
the 'midst  of  wolves,"  and,  "talie  heed  to  your- 
selves, for  they  sbaii  deliv-^r  you  up  to  C'XKtcils, 
and  i.i  tae  Synagog'iesye  shall  b.^  beaten  :  and 
ye  shall  be  brouglit  before  rulers  and  Kings  tor 
my  sake,  for  a.  testimony  against  tliem.^'  And 
what  was  the  testimony  ?    That  ihnij  had  fat 
ronized  and  endowed  that  state  religion  which  they 
belinved  to  be  true  and  which  they  therefore  sus 
tained  according  to  the  law  of  the  land  against  the 
introduction  of  lohat  they  believed  to  be  error,  i 
testimony  is  thus  borne  against  thein,\\.  lies  equ- 
ally against  us.  It  will  not,  however,be  a  tastimo- 
ny  against  i)^em  for  acting  according  lo  the  dic- 
tates of  their  conscience  &.th"require!nents  of  the 
law  :  but  for  blindness  unhappily  produced  by 
the  corrupting  influence  of  a  system  winch  as- 
sumed a  censorship  and  dominion,  nut  merely 
over  morals,  but  over  religion,^  subject  so  foreign 
to  their  jurisdiction  tha  i  its  sphere  exists  solely 
between  every  individual  and  liis  maker.  By 
creating  ourselves  national  jud:^es  of  wiiat  is 
the  true  religion,  and  making  on;  belief  of  its 
truth  the  justification  for  exercising  our  parlia- 
mentary authority  in  its  establishment  and  sup- 
port, we  invite  by  onr  example  all  the  pagan 
governments  of  the  earth  under  tne  same  per- 
suasion to  fortify  their  error  and  provide  means 
for  the  stability  of  their  gods.    Sach  an  appli- 
cation of  Legislative  power  for  the  maintain- 
ence  of  idolatry  tends  to  perpetuate  it  !  And 
■of  what  avail  can  it  be  to  the  cliristian?  It 
would  on  the  face  of  it,  be  an  unavailing  plea, 
for  Canadians  on  the  judgment  day,  to  say, 
♦*  Now  we  see  our  error,  but  we  followed  the  es- 
tablished chureh,  sanctioned  &  endowed  by  the 
state." 

Our  Savior  was  accused  by  State  accusers, 
"  the  nation  and  chief  priests,"  and  of  a  State 
offence,  ^'■  by  our  law  he  ought  to  die,  because 
he  made  himself  the  Son  of  God;"  he  was  ar- 
<rested  for  it  by  State  authority,  "  the  band  and 
captain  and  officers  of  the  Jews ;"  he  was  taken 
before  State  authority,  "  Pontius  Pilate  in  the 
judgment  hall."  It  would,  to  my  mind,  be  as 
correct  to  say  that  in  England,  it  was  unlawful 
for  judges  and  juries  to  entertain  a  complaint 
against  offenders  for  non  conformity,  when  that 
law  was  in  force,  as  to  allege  illegality  against 
the  above  proceedings.  As  it  is  admitted,  our 
Saviour,  instead  of  being  guilty  of  blasphemy, 
manifested  the  glory  of  God,  and  taught  the 
religion  of  truth  to  mankind,  so  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, the  persons  accused  under  the  conventi- 
cle act,  were  only  guilty  of  "  having  Bibles"  & 
engaging  in  the  social  worship  of  their  Maker  in 
the  name  of  their  Redeemer.  In  both  cases  the 
State  exercised  powers  conferred  by  the  law  of 
the  land,  but  in  both  cases  it  was  a.  power,  gran- 
ted &  exercised  against  the  law  of  God  as  then 
expressed  in  natural  and  now  in  revealed  reli- 
gion. An  act  might  be  passed  establishing  a 
new  religion  in  Upper  Canada,  protected  by 


p'jnalties  to  b  ^  inflicted  upon  ali  fioa-confonn- 
!st!J,ju3t  as  infidelity  was  proclaimed  in  France. 
The  legal  right  would  exist,  but  founded  on  a 
moral  wrong,  on  an  offmce  ajainst  God  and 
the  religious  relation  he  bears  towards  crea- 
tures individually.    Hence  our  Saviour  upoa 
iiis  arr  lignmeiit  pleaded: — 1st.  That  the  sub- 
j  -ct  mitterdid  not  beioegto  eartiily  judicature-s, 
"  my  kmgdom  is  not  of  this  world."  2dly.— 
When  the  judge  asked  him   "  Whence  are 
thou!"   He  "gave  hun  no  answer,"  a  very 
plain  indication  that  such  an  earlli'y  court  could 
not  rightly  interfere  with  the  relation  Ije  sus- 
tained  to  the  mo^t  high.  3rdly. — When  Pilate, 
i  ke  a  modern  judge,  rebuked  him  for  sfanding 
mute,  and  averred  his  "  power  to  crucify  ur  re- 
lease,'' the  Saviour  answered  in  these  memora. 
ble  words,  "  Thou  couldst  have  no  power  at  all 
ogiiinst  me,  exceui,  it  were  given  thee  from  a- 
bove ;  therefor  ;  he  that  delivered  me  unto  thee 
hath  the  greater  sin."    This  was  another  dis- 
titict  pl.-;i  to  tiie  jurisdiction  :  it  declared  that 
tlie  offence  of  the  person  v/ho  delivered  him, 
was  not  ovAy  great  bui  the  greater  because  he 
arraigned  h  m  before  a  tribunal  whiclj  had  no 
power  delegated  from  Heaven,  to  adjudicate  in 
such  a  matter.    But  the  present  attempt  par- 
liamentarily  to  judge  between  the  churches ; 
to  elect  what  creeds  shall  be  admitted  to,  and 
what  excluded  from  otncial  patronage  and  en- 
dowment; to  decide  what  christiims  profess  a 
faith  intitling  them  to  participate  the  wealth  of 
the  government,  and  vi^hat  christians  for  some 
implied  heresy  or  unworthines^  should  merely 
receive  toleration ;  to  invade  the   "  kingdom 
not  of  this  world"  with  invidious  and  sectarian 
privileges  by  the  conferring  of  whiah,  some 
churches  are  to  be  honored,  and  by  the  with- 
holding of  which,  others  are  to  be  cashiered  by 
the  State  ;  these  parliamentary  attempts  thus 
to  sow  the  seeds  of  jealosy  among  the  churches 
of  Christ,  taint  them  with  envy  and  infect  them 
with  an  artificial  anti-christian  aristocracy,  are 
in  practice,  in  principle  and  in  consequences, 
so  closely  allied  to  the  deprecated  interference 
of  the  world  with  the  supremacy  of  the  Mes- 
siah, that  any   affectation   of  a  distinction 
would  vanish   in  a  refinement. 

Whenever  persons  volunteered  in  the  cause  of 
Christianity  upon  its  first  announcement,  nothing 
of  the  nature  of  Clergy  Reserves  v/as  intimated 
to  them  ;  but  the  church  V7as  exhibited  poor  of 
the  world  and  ricn  of  heaven.  When  the  scribe 
said,  "  I  Will  follow  thee  wheresoever  thou  go- 
est ;"  he  was  cheered  with  no  present  or  future 
prospect  of  princely  or  national  support,  "the 
foxes  have  holes  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have 
nests,  but  the  son  of  man  hath  not  where  to  lay 
his  head  ;"  nor  does  it  appear  that  he  afterwards 
enlisted  tiimself  in  the  service  of  a  kingdom 
which  was  engaged  m  a  war  with  the  wholeworld; 
a  kingdom,  therefore,  which  co'd  expect  from  its 
governments  as  little  aid  then, as  it  can  need  from 
them  now.  The  same  sentiment  is  pursued  whec 
the  young  man  ofgreat  possessions  made  his  en- 
quiries after  salvation  in  an  early  period  of  the 
christian  namistration.    If  the  church  was  to  be 


tit  any  I'ma  indebted  to  the  weakh  of  the  ivorld 
fur  nourishment  and  growth,  it  appeared  at  this 
primitive  stajre  more  particularly  to  require  it. 
And  had  such  been  the  d  stMxnl  policy  of  the 
spirit nnl  hier.irchy,  the  presumption  is  that  the 
3  oung  Plan  would  iiave  been  iiistruced  as  a  mat- 
ter of  duty  to  convert  his  great  posseFsions" 
into  clercrv  reserves  for  the  support  of  the  pre- 
sent and  the  encouraoremenr  of  future  disciples; 
for  "  the  harvest  v/as  plenteou  ,and  the  laboiu-- 
ers  few."  A  very  different  conclusion,  how- 
ever, must  be  drawn  from  the  inju!iclif)n  "sell 
"'1  tliou  hast,  and  give  it  to  the  poor  and  fi.l. 
low  mc."  The  church  among  clerjjy  reserves, 
is  repiesenied,  "  as  seed  among  l horns  ;"  "  the 
rare  of  this  vvor'd  ar.d  the  dtccilfulness  of 
'■:  lies,  choke  the  word  arid  it  bei:omo;  h  uniruit- 
iul."  W!)eievt'r  in  the  form  of  a  parable  a 
prophetic  account  is  given  of  the  course  and 
history  of  the  church,  no  pnrt  is  assigned  to 
parliaments  cr  national  end(  wtucnts. 

Hence  tliR  Saviour  represents  himself  as, 
*'the  true  vine"  and  his  fiiher  as  "the  hus- 
ban(?man" — and  instead  ofrs  ferring,  in  any  de- 
gree  whatever,  tiie  growth  and  fruii  fulness  of 
the  branches  to  national  and  pariiamentary 
endowments,  (without  which  some  appre- 
hend flio  vine  will  wither  away)  it  is  em- 
phaticaUy  said,  ii,  explauiitiou  of  the  sole 
source  of -productunrss,  "without  me  ye  c?in 
do  nothing," — "  I  h.iv.'  chosen  yo;-i  and  orc/a/ni'c? 
you,  that  you  s'lould  go  and  hrmg  Ibrth  fruit 
and  tliat  your  fruit  should  7'emain" — and  at  the 
eame  tim",  instead  of  conciliating  the  favor  of 
the  powers  of  the  world,  or  piopliesyii  g  their 
future  co-operation,  he  aunounceil  their  liatred 
and  [lersecution  It  is  obvious  from  the  coa- 
text  tiiat  the  disciphs  were  somjwhat  dis- 
mayed, w;ieu  "theire  things  were  spc.ken 
unto  them  that  tlu-y  might  not  be  offended." — 
They  saw  a  woihi  of  powers  linked  with 
paganism.  Thci^e  powers  were  to  be  overcome 
against  the  utmosi  exercise  of  their  hatred  auvl 
persecution, — and  when  subdued,  it  is  not  said 
or  hinted,  tl^at  thoy  siiould  be  received  as  an 
ally  or  bo  aliou'cd  lo  sway  the  scep:re  of  the 
kingdom  acc  -mplisiiiiig  their  subj  igaiion. 

IMio  disciple--  are  dismayed — flow  are  they 
comforted?  With  the  prospect  of  Clergy  Re- 
eerves]  or  of  national  endf>wn;eu's  ?  or  of  par- 
liamentary l"g  slat  ion  ?  l^ol  one  word  of  cou- 
eolation  is  derived  fV.nn  the  world — There  is  no 
propiietic  descripM-m  of  any  kindred  relatioa 
present  or  future  belwef'n  Church  and  State,. 
<Mtl)er  to  bring  forth  liie  fruit  or  make  it  re- 
main. TJiey  were  "to  teach  all  nations"  and 
to  "feed  the  sheep,"  in  the  midst  of  martyrdom 
and  death — and  their  encourag^mient  is,  be  of 
food  cheer,  /  have  overcome  the  world"  and 
the  "father  shall  give  you  another  comforter 
that  he  may  abide  wi^h  you  forever;  even  the 
spirit  of  truth,  whom  the  world  c  r.iiioL  receive;" 
•  i'e  very  world,  indeed,  without  whose  aid 
'>  vrnvi]  gentlemen  would  make  me  believe, 
ciinsfianity  would  become  extinct. 

Hr-re  is  the  last  will  and  testament.  It  ap- 
poii'ts,  to  carry  out  the  analocry,  an  executor : 
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but  not  of  Kings  or  Pnrliaments.  It  is  expresB- 
ly  and  exclusively,  «  the  comforter,  which  is 

the  Holy  Ghost,  to  remainwith  tliem forever  

Go  and  teach  all  nations  "  and  lo  I  am  with  you 
to  the  end  of  the  world." 

Tills  promise  is  itself  enough,  and  in  the  first 
centurit'S  it  was  all-prevailmg.  It  neHher  needs 
nor  asks  the  super-addirion  of  those  national 
endowments,  which,  accordujg  to  the  experi- 
ence of  the  past  ages,  and  the  testimony  of  Di- 
vines, have  added  to  the  weakh,  but  destroy- 
ed the  spirituality  of  the  church/' 

Attempts  were  made  to  defeat  divine  prophe- 
cy b^  re-bu'Id  ng  .ferusnh;m  :  but  so  safe  was 
the  truth  under  the  supreme  care,  which  is  now 
di!»tru.-.'ted,  that,  the  n-peated  attempts  were  as 
repeatedly  defeated  by  a  miraculous  interfer- 
ence, 'j'he  following  is  the  account  given  by 
Dr.  Moshit  m. 

"As  Julian  affecter!  in  general,  to  appear 
moderate  in  religious  matters,  unwilling  to  trou- 
ble any  on  accou  nt  of  their  fuiti',  or  to  seem  averse 
lo  any  sect  •)r  partjs  so  to  the  Jews,  in  particu- 
lar, he  extended  so  fur  the  marks  of  liis  indulgence 
as  to  per'nit  them  to  rebuild  the  temple  of  Jeru- 
salem. The  Jews  set  about  this  important  work  ; 
from  which,  however,  thoy  wcr'?  obliged  to 
desist,  before  they  had  ever\  begun  to  lay  tlie 
foundalinrs  ofthe  sacred  edifice.  For,  while  they 
were  removing  the  rubbish,  formidable  balls  of 
fire,  ifsuing  out  of  the  ground  wilh  a  dreadful 
noise,  dispersed  bot  h  the  works  and  the  workmen, 
and  repeated  oarlhquakes  filled  the  spectators  of 
this  astonishing  phenomenon  with  terror  and 
cis  tiay.  This  signal  event  is  attested  in  a  manner 
that  renders  its  evidenco  irresistible,  though,  as 
usually  happens  in  cases  of  that  nature,  the 
Christians  have  embellished  it  by  augmenting 
rashly  the  number  of  the  miracles  t!iat  are  sup- 
posed to  have  b-ien  wrought  upon  that  occasion. 
T'he  causes  of  this  phenomenon  may  furnish 
matter  ofdisputs;  and  learned  men  have,  in"fFect, 
been  divided  upon  that  point.  All,  however,  who 
consider  the  matter  wilh  attention  and  impartia. 
lity,  will  perceive  tiio  strongest  reasons  for  em- 
bracing the  opinion  of  those  who  :ittri!)ute  this 
event  to  the  almighty  interposition  of  the  Supreme 
Ueing  ;  nor  do  the  arguments  offered  hy  some  to 
prove  it  the  eff*t;ct  of  natural  causes,  or  those  aU 
leged  by  others  to  persuade  us  that  it  was  there- 
suit  of  artifice  and  imposture,  contain  any  thing 
that  may  not  be  refuted  with  the  utmost  facility." 

According  to  the  language  of  Sr.  Paul, 
"  Christ  is  the  head  of  the  body,  the  Church." 
Lnvyers  will  observe  that  it  is  not  "  a  htady^ 
which  would  imply  the  possible  existence  of 
others  ;  nor  is  it  "the  chief  head,"  which  wo'd 
admit  of  subordinate  ones:  but  it  is  emphati- 
cally expres.-ed  "^/le  head,"  supreme,  admitting 
the  pretensions  of  no  other,  tlie  assumption  of 
no  deputy,  and  the  competition  of  no  Kin.c,  na- 
tional executive  or  legislative  assembly.  What 
is  iTieant  by  the  liead  ?  It  is  the  part  by  which 
we  See,  and  hear  and  direct  the  movements  of 
the  general  frame.  In  like  manner,  as  "tho 
Head,"  He  lias  an  eye  and  an  ear  spiritually  lo 
commune  w  th  His  church  and  superintend  its 
whole  economy.    This  pledge  he  hitherto  has» 


and  will  continue  to  redeem.  Do  you  doubt  it  ] 
Will  you  (I  speak  it  not  irreverently)  erect  this 
Parliament  into  the  Chancery  of  Heaven,  and 
issue  a  commission  of  lunacy  in  the  case] — It 
sounds,  indeed,  so  profane,  as  much  to  need  an 
jniroducfory  apolofry.  But  does  it  not  savor  of 
the  same  profanity,  to  talk  of  buildmg  Christi- 
anity, not  on  "the  rock"  vvitii  the  "  chief  cor- 
ner stone,"  but  on  acts  of  parliament,  clergy 
reserves,  and  state  patronage  1  "  If  it  be  of 
men,  it  will  come  to  nought;  but  if  it.  be  of 
God,  ye  cannot  overthrow  it."  Admit,  then, 
of  no  ecclesiastical  treason  ;  sanction  no  usur- 
pation ;  attempt  not  to  pass  the  baser  currency 
of  the  world  in  H.s  spi.-itual  kincrdom.  But 
fearlessly  leave  the  church  to  her  King,  v/vh 
such  ministers  as  shall  hear  and  obey  His  voice, 
*' take  up  your  cross  and  follow  ft.e";  and  be- 
lieve that  the  frce-v^^ill  offerings  of  every  grate- 
ful convert,  being  all  that  is  asked,  will  u;ider 
his  providence,  flow  into  the  sacred  treasn'y 
with  enough  wisely  to  supply  all  temporal  wants 
without  the  fear  of  [)Overty,  or  t!ie  greater  fear 
of  those  supcrabuiidant  riches, with  which  "even 
a  r.cii  man  can  sc^)rcely  enter  m^u  Heaven," 

What  then  are  Kmg.s  and  governments  to  do 
for  Christianity  1  L?t  them  conduct  the  affairs 
of  the  people  in  such  a  manner  as  vviil  yicki  the 
greatest  degree  ol'genoral  intelligence  and  pros 
perily,  faitlifully  extending  equal  religious  and 
civil  rights  to  a  l.  Truth  and  error  wiii  then, 
poliiically  speaking,  be  put  upon  their  respec- 
tive resources  ;  and  there  can  be  as  little  fear 
that  the  former  will  not  prevail  over  the  latter, 
as  that  God  will  not  prevail  over  Mammon. 

The  divine  language  addressed  to  niuhitudes 
of  people,  is  nurely  upf)licahle  to  a  limited  lew 
of  that  number,  engaged  in  the  management  of 
their  common  affairs.  "Let  your  light  so  sliine 
before  men, i hat  they  may  set/  your  good  works, 
and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  Heaven." 

Governments  will  most  substantia  lly  promote 
and  enrich  the  christian  church,  by  exemplify- 
ing in  their  private  n  lations  aiid  in  tlieir  .,ublic 
deportment,  the  gracs  of  the  gospel.  But  tiie 
government  which  puts  "  its  candle  under  the 
bushel,"  and  is  seen  in  its  principles  and  its 


results,  bv  that  glimmer,  which  barely  renders 
"the  darkness  visible,"  affords  by  its  political 
patronage  a  shameful  and  unproS'  able  substi- 
tute for  those  more  spiritual  endowments. 

To  what  purposes,  then,  ou^ht  these  res'^rveg 
to  be  applied  ?  To  the  general  educafioi  of 
the  people.  Philosophy  has  bc>en  well  slylc-d 
"the  handma  d  of  ri'iig'on  :"  and  while  tlio 
general  diffusion  of  knowledge  vvill  augment 
the  happiness  of  the  community,  it  v/i  1  at  the 
same  time  enric!i  'he  corroborative  testimonies 
in  favor  of  divine  tru  h,  and  diminish  that  ig- 
norance and  error  which  have  Imrertofore  ren- 
dered it  less  accessible  to  mankind. 

If  our  rcl'gion  has  in  past  times  triumphant- 
ly prevailed  against  the  powers  of  tliis  world 
and  of  d  irkuess  too,  ho.v  incalculably  we  may 
ficilitate  her  conquests  by  merely  leveliiri;''.  a,>j 
it  were,  the  theatre  of  her  operations,  and  giv- 
ing freer  se'">pe  to  her  spiritual  v.'arfare — Aiiho' 
ma:iy  great  men  have  brought  all  the  force  of 
their  minds  to  b^ar  against  clir  stiitiity,  and 
have  thrown  over  it  the  clouds  of  infidel. ty,  yet 
those  oiouus  have  served  to  'jive  greater  refrac- 
lion  to  the  truth  shining  through  i  hem,  &  there- 
by enliineed  and  enligiitened  what  they  were 
intended  to  darken  and  en?h»owd — ^,just  as  the 
moon  rising  in  an  evening  log  seems  really  tha 
nearer  aufl  the  greater  for  the  very  mist  about 
her — Thus  C'ibbon  is  converted  into  a  commen- 
t.xtor  upon  th  i  fahilme-it  of  prophesy.  If  such 
has  been  the  course  of  Christianity  una.:r  mul- 
tiplied d:s:idvantages,  the  abate  nent  of  those 
d:sadvantaoos  wiil  contribute  to  mature  its  me- 
ridian, and  usher  in  the  approaching  miiienni- 
um. 

With  these  views.  Sir,  it  is  my  intention, 
shoul  1  the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  t!ie  pre- 
amble of  the  bill  before  you  b3  lost,  to  move 
the  following  resoljition  : 

''That  it  is  cxpediont  to  provide  for  the  sale  of 
the  Clergy  Reserves,  and  the  applic^ttion  oftho 
proceeds  lo  the  purposes  of  General  Education, 
as  one  of  the  most  lef^ilimate  ways  of  giving  free 
scope  to  the  progress  of  religious  truth  ia  tha 
community." 


Tho  Solicitor  General.— ilfr.  Chairman.' — 
All  parties,  I  doabl  not,  will  readily  admit,  that 
if  there  be  one  sul.joct  mf)re  than  another,  tho 
<iiscnss,ion  of  which,  should  be  approached  with 
calmness  and  solemuiiy — 'iiat  should  he  investi- 
.faled  in  the  spirit  of  forbearance  and  candour, 
with  minds  earnestly  bent  on  coming  to  a  decision 
consistent  with  tiutli  andjustir-.e  —  it  is  the  qi.es. 
tion  undtsrconsideraiion.  it  wiil,  I  trust,  be  borne 
in  rememberance,  that  this  Assembly  was  con. 
fitituleJ  and  organized  fw  the  purpose  ot  Ipgis. 
laling  for  the  peace,  welfare,  and  good-f;;ovyri»-. 
inent  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  and 
that,  in  the  performance  of  this  all-important 
duty,  we  are  now  about  to  determine  a  question 
which  may  be  truly  said  to  involve  the  liighest 
interests  and  future  happiness  of  the  people  wo 
represent  and  their  descendants;  it,  therefore, 
becgmt'3  an  uhviuu.s  and  iniperaiivo  duty  to  take 


ca«*e  that  no  rancorous  feeling  of  personal  dis. 
like,  or  party  animosity,  shou'd  betray  us  into  a 
departure  from  that  course  of  conduct,  which, 
as  men  and  christians,  we  are  called  upon  to 
pursue,  and  which  the  deepest  ftvlirrntions  of 
duty  to  tiiose  who  have  ii^;rnsled  tlieir  dearest 
and  most  important  interests  to  our  hands,  re- 
quire us  to  foHovv.  In  this  temper,  and  with 
tiiese  impressions,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  offer 
to  the  consideration  uftlio  commitiee  ihe  obser- 
vations it  is  mv  intention  to  make — and  I  hope 
that  if,  in  the  course  of  my  re  narks,  I  should 
fa!l  into  the  repetition  of  some  arguments  and 
stiitements  that  have,  on  former  occasions,  been 
advanced  by  me  in  th.e  presence  of  some  bon. 
gentlemen  now  here,  I  shall  be  excused,  and  not 
thought  to  be  designedly  as  well  as  unnecessar- 
ily  trespassing  on  their  time — especially,  when 
it  IS  recollected  that  I  have  ?o  otten  expressed 


g 

tny  ?iMitiinen!s,  in  Ovii  iio,  on  liie  q  iestinn  before 
us,  thi'.t  it  is  nlmo'^t  isupoRsihle  to  avoid  repeat, 
mg  somo  remarkp  en;pl'.»ycd  on  previ^jus  occa- 
sions. It  wi(l»  I  ntn  suro,  be  generally  eonced 
e»i  tli«t  the  R!>'.>ech  ot'lhe  hon.  arid  learned  inetn- 
her  f'l  Narfi)ik  (J)r.  tjolph)  stands  pre-eminent 
iur.ong  those  deiivar^d  in  favour  of  the  aliena- 
tion of  the  properly  of  tiie  church  to  p\irposes 
of  general  edacution,  1'i-e  charas^ter  which  the 
bon.  luid  learned  gentleman  has  justly  acquired 
for  eloquence  and  classical  knowleiige  was  am- 
ply sustained  in  the  speech  u-lUzded  to  ;  but  can- 
dour requires  me  to  declare,  that  I  fuiled  to  dis. 
cover  any  solid  arjrument  throughoui  the  whole 
of  liis  addrerit?  by  which  to  sustain  his  conclu- 
sions. If  I  understood  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleni'ifi  correctly,  his  desiirn  was  to  prove — 
1st.  Tiiat  the  connection  of  Cliurch  and  State 
was  and  had  ever  been  destructive  of  religion — 
2d.  That  religion  would  more  surely  prosper 
without  the  aid  of. State  or  pub!ic  support  for  its 
ministers — And  3d.  That  the  Reserves  set  apart 
by  the  Constitution  for  the  support  of  a  Protes- 
tant  Clergy  in  the^e  Provinces  should  be  taken 
away  and  dispo.sed  of  for  general  education,  be- 
cause no  dominant  or  Established  Church 
should  be  suffered  to  exit^t.  I  shall  offer  some 
observations  on  each  of  these  propositions.  I 
own  1  was  a  little  surprised  to  hear  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  attempt  to  sustain  his 
first  position  by  asserting  that  the  Polytheism  of 
the  ancients  was  overthrown  and  owed  its  des- 
truction to  its  connection  with  the  State  !  Sir; 
I  have  been  taught  to  ascribe  the  regeneration 
of  the  ijcathen  world  to  a  very  different  cause, 
namely,  to  the  diffusion  of  the  light  of  the  gos- 
pel through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Saviour 
of  mankind.  I  have  been  led  to  believe  that  the 
divine  light  of  truth  which  by  his  visitation  was 
shed  abroad  in  the  world,  taught  the  then  pcv- 
erful  and,  in  .some  respects,  enlightened  natives 
of  the  earth  the  folly  as  well  as  wickedness  of 
their  form  of  worship,  and  led  them  to  abandon 
the  profane  adoration  of  their  idols,  and  bow  the 
knee  to  the  previously  unknown,  but  true  God. 
It  may  be,  however,  that  I  have  misunderstood 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  and,  therefore, 
I  "will  proceed  to  consider  the  less  questionable 
authorities  which  he  has  called  to  his  assistance. 
When  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  quoted 
the  learned  and  pious  Dr.  ?vIoshieni  to  prove 
that  the  christian  religioii  degenerated,  and  its 
ministers  bec;;ine  corrupt  and  wicked  from  the 
tiime  that  religion  was  identified  with,  and  was 
taken  under  the  protection  of  the  Stale,  I  felt 
satisfied  that  he  was  not  justified  in  using  the 
name  of  that  eminent  historian  of  the  church 
for  any  such  purpose — for,  although  my  literary 
attainments  and  knowledge  of  books  are  far  in- 
ferior to  those  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man, I  had  not  forgotten  the  numerous  author 
ities  that  exi.st  to  prove  that  long  prior  to  the 
days  of  Constantine,  the  first  monarch  that  em. 
braced  the  christian  religion,  its  ministers  had 
sunk  into  a  slate  of  voluptiousness  and  debauch- 
ery, disgraceful  to  them  as  followers  of  their  di- 
vine master.  I  therefore  cannot  but  thank  the 
hon.  and  learned  member  for  having  quoted 
from  Dr.  Moshiem  iji  support  of  his  assertion, 
that  from  the  time  the  christian  religion  was 
identified  with  the  State,  its  ministers  became 
corrupt  and  profligate,  and  religion  itself  fell  in- 


to disgrace  and  disrepute— becau.'.B,  he  cannot 
now  ol>ject  to  my  citing  the  same  author  to 
prove  the  very  reverse  of  this  position,  and 
clearly  to  show  ttiat  more  than  a  hundred  years 
hefo'-e  the  Emperor  Constantine  proclaimed 
himself  a  convert  to  Christianity,  and  extended 
his  protection  to  the  christian  religion,  its  min- 
i.-?ters  had  become  depraved  and  wicked,  and  that 
from  the  time  the  christian  religion  became  the 
religion  of  the  State,  ii  flourished  and  extended 
in  a  manner  almost  miracuKius.  About  the 
comfnencemerit  uf  the  second  century  the  minis, 
ters  of  the  christian  religion  introduced  exten. 
sive  changes  in  the  ecclesiastical  government 
Dr.  Moshiem  says  that — 

'*  These  cliangco  were  followed  by  a  train  of  vices, 
which  dishonoured  the  character  and  authority  of  those  to 
wiioni  the  administration  of  tlie  church  was  committed.— 
For,  thougli  several  yet  continued  to  exhibit  to  the  world 
illustrious  examples  of  primitive  piety  and  christian  virtue, 
yet  many  were  sunk  in  luxury  and  voluptuousness,  pulfed 
up  with  a  spirit  of  contfiition  and  discord,  and  addicted  to 
many  other  vices,  that  cast  an  undeserved  reproach  upon 
the  holy  religion,  of  which  they  were  the  unworthy  pro- 
fessors and  ministers.  This  is  testitiod  in  such  an  ample 
manner,  by  the  repeated  complaints  of  many  of  the  most 
respectable  writers  of  this  age,  that  truth  will  not  permit 
us  to  spread  the  veil,  wiiich  we  siiould  otherwise  be  desir- 
ous to  cast  over  such  enormities  among  an  order  so  sacred." 
—  Fol.  1,  page  266. 

In  this  condition  the  chrivlian  church  is  re- 
presented to  have  remained  until  when?  Why, 
Sir,  until  the  time  it  became  identified  with  the 
State  :  until  the  [»eriod  of  the  accession  of  Con 
stantine  the  Great,  who  became  a  convert  to  its 
doctrines,  through  the  miraculous  interposition 
of  Providence,  as  he  declared,  and  forthwith  ex- 
tended to  it  his  protection,  and  declared  the 
christian  religion  to  be  the  established  religion 
of  the  Empire.  And  in  what  manner  does  Dr. 
Moshiem  speak  of  this  auspicious  event  ?  One 
would  be  led  to  imagine  from  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  member,  and  from  the  passage 
cited  by  him  from  the  saine  author  I  am  now 
quoting,  that  this  learned  and  pious  man  de- 
nounced it  as  fatal  to  the  prosperity  and  stabili-  , 
ty  of  the  church  and  religion — far  othefrwise  is  . 
the  fact.    Hear  what  he  says  upon  the  subject:  i 

"  The  divine  providence,  however,  was  preparing  more 
serene  and  happy  days  for  the  church.  In  order  to  this, 
it  confounded  the  schemes  of  Galerius,  and  brou.fiht  his 
counsels  to  nothing.  In  the  year  306,  Constantine  Chlorus 
dying  in  Hritain,  the  army  saluted  with  tin;  title  of  Augus- 
tus, his  son  Constantine,  gurnamed  afterwards  the  Great, 
on  account  of  his  illustrious  exploits,  and  foixt^d  him  to 
accept  the  purple."— FbZ.  1,  page^lS. 

"  After  the  defeat  of  Licinius,  the  empire  was  ruled  by 
Constantine  alone  until  his  death,  and  the  christian  cause 
experienced,  in  its  happy  progress,  the  effects  of  his  auspi- 
cious administration.    This  zealous  prince  employed  all 
the  resources  of  his  genius,  all  the  authority  of  his  laws, 
and  all  the  engaging  charms  of  his  munificence  and  liber-  k 
ality,  to  efface,  by  degrees,  the  superstitions  of  paganism,  d, 
and  to  propagate  Christianity  in  every  corner  of  th2  Roman  , ' 
ompire. "—Pa^-e*  326-7. 

Dr.  Moshiem  further  informs  us  that  lo  ih  '  , 
zeal  and  diligence  with  which  Constantine  and  j 
his  successors  exerted  themselves  in  the  cause  ol  . 
Christianity  and  in  extending  the  limits  of  the  , 
Churches  is  to  be  ascribed  the  number  of  barba  i 
reus  and  uncivilized  nations  which  received  the  k 
gospel — the  Abyssinians,theGeorgians,theGoths 
the  Gauls,  and  other  then  barbarous  races  o  , 
men  became  converts  to  Christianity,  and  fron 
that  period  is  to  be  dated  its  greatest  prosperity  j. 
In  no  instance  has  any  monarch,  since  the  day  r 
of  Constantine.  separated  from  the  Christiai 
Church,  with  the  exception  of  the  Roman  En  . 


p«ror  known  as  Julian  the  apostate,  pnd  f  o  whosa 
apostacy  and  return  to  pagan  superst  itions,  iho 
>ion,  and  learned  member    has   adverted,  but 
•A'ith  what  object  I  did  not  clearly  understand  : — 
He  of  course  did  not  ascrine  tiie  act  to  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  Christian  Religion  having  been 
^aken  under  the  protection  of  the  Stale,  as  it  is 
well  known  that  his  motives  were  of  a  very  differ, 
ent  character.  Having  said  ibis  much  to  shew  the 
advantage  of  the  Christian  Religion  derived  from 
i's  connection  with  the  Slate  under  tlie  Roman 
Emperors  and  their  successors,  I  vvi'l  now  draw 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  an  era  which, 
as  Protestants,  we  have  been  taught  to  regard 
as  most  auspicious  in  purifying  the  churc'n  fVoni 
tlie  impurities  and  errors  into  wiiich  it  is  admit- 
ted it  liad  fallen  from  the  misconduct  of  many  of 
its  ministers— I  mean  the  Reforujation.  But 
before  doing  this,  it  is  necessary  to  remark  that 
up  to  this  period,  the  Temporal  power  was  sub- 
ordinate to  that  of  the  Ecclesiastical.  The  kinr-s 
of  the  christian  world  up  to  the  time  of  Honry 
the  8th  submitted  to  the  supreme  power  of  the 
Pope,  and  acknowledged  that  they  held  their 
crowns  and  exercised  their  autliorify  sul  joct  to 
his  controul,  as  the  universal  spiritunl  licad  of 
the  church.    If  therefore  the  mmisters  of  reii- 
gion  fell  into  dispute,  and  if  tiie  cau^e  of  rcli- 
gion  itself  suffered  in  consequence,  it  cannot  bo 
said  that  it  was  caused  by  the  interference  of 
the  State,  inasmuch  as  the  kings  wore  subjoct 
to  the  Pope,  wlio  permitted  no°sccular  interfer- 
ence with  his  spiritual  power.  L^ut  to  proceed  — 
Henry  the  Slh  for  reasons  it  is  not  necessary  to 
refer  to,  came  to  the  determination  of  renounc- 
ing  the  authority  of  the  Pope  as  the  head  ut  the 
church  within  his  dorninions,  and  of  assumino- 
the  supremacy  himself— from  this  period  it  is 
that  we  are  to  date  the  connection  of  Church 
and  State  within  the  British  Dominions  as  it 
now  exists.    I  know  not  in  what  ligiit  the  hon. 
and  learned  member  views  the  condiTet  of  IJenry 
the  Slh  ;  he  may  consider  it  as  having  proceecU  'd 
from  motives  the  most  base  and  unworthy,  and 
I  am  by  no  means  desposed  to  dispute  the  point ; 
but  he  will  I  dare  say  admit  that  the  Almighty 
in  his  own  good  time  raises  up  men  as  hisinslru. 
ments  and  appoints  the  manner  in  which  his  all 
wise  purposes  shall  be  carried  into  eixoct,  and  I 
will  now  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  gmiilcman  to 
state  whether  in  his  opinion  the  Refurmntion  was 
attended  with  benefit  to  the  christian  relitrion  or 
not?  if  he  answer  in  the  affirmative,  as  I  assume 
he  will— I  then  ask  him  and  ail  others  who  take 
an  interest  in  this  momentous  qucslior,  wbetber 
that  good  could  have  been  achieved  unless  Henry 
ihe  8th  had  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
;hurch.  and  taken  its  Bishops,  Priests,  and  Min- 
sters, under  his  protection?  who  could  have 
withstood  the  power  and  authority  of  the  Roman 
Pontiff— what  minister  would  have  dared  to  en. 
sounter    the  denunciations  and  proscriptions 
hat  would  have  followed  his  alleged  herc<^y  if 
le  ^eje^ot  supported  by  his  Sovereign  and  the 
=.tate  ?  No  Sir  I-No  truth  was  ever  more  clear, 
y  demonstrated  than  that  the  Reformation  could 
aot  have  been  accomplished  had  it  not  been  led 
m  and  sustained  by  the  temporal  power  and  ap. 
probation  of  the  king.    True  it  is  that  Henry 
Id  not  renounce  his  religion  ;  on  the  contrary 
le  continued  an  adherent  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
■hurch  of  Rome  until  his  death,  and  it  was  only 
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upon  the  accession  of  his  snccessor  EJward  iha 
6th  that  the  Protestant  Faith  became  the  Esla- 
bished  Religion  of  the  land,  and  has  continued 
60  since  that  period  to  the  present,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  short  reign  of   Mary,  during 
which  the  Roman  Pontiff  regained   his  asoen. 
dency,  but  which  was  finally  extinguished  by 
her  successor  Queen  Elizabeth  ;— tbe  iirst  act  of 
whose  reign  was  to  declare  the  Protectant  R(di. 
gion  to  be  the  religion  cf  the  kingdom  and  all 
the    dependencies   then    belonging  or  which 
should  afterwards  belong  to  the  Crown  of  Kna. 
land  ;  and  from  that  period  to  tlie  prpsent  it  baa 
flourished,  and  by  the  providence  of  God  will 
continue  to  flourish  to  the  end  of  time  in  despite 
of  its  enemies,  lateni^r  avowed.    Having  thij-t 
proved  I  trust  satisfactorily,  that  the  Ciiristiun 
Rv  l^gion  instead  of  suffering  from  its  connec'ir.ii 
with  the  State,  owes  its  [irosperity  in  a  great 
degree  to  that  connection— luiving  sliewn  (hat 
to  one  Sovereign  it  is  indebted  under  Providenco 
for  having  been  rescued  from  Heathen  per.vecu. 
lionand  outrage,  and  to  another  for  its  puri- 
fication from  imputed  errors,  and  inordinate 
ambition  and  worldly  lust,  I  will  now  off.,r  some 
observations  on  the  second  branch  of  tbe  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman's  argument,  namolv,  that 
temporal  endowments,  or  in  other  words  support 
from  public  funds  is  injurious  to  the  iruo  inter- 
ests of  religion.  It  is  with  no  small  surprise  that 
I  hear  this  assertion  advanced  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  membyr ;— himself  a  distinguished  o- r  t 
duale  of  one  of  the  first  seats  of  learning  in^'ihe 
universe,  and  which  in  consequence  of  iho  sno. 
port  it  has  for,conturies  received  from  the  State 
lias  been  enabled  to  send  forth  from  its  Classic 
Hail.-*,  n!en.  CKdnent  for- the  profundity  of  th^ir 
knowledge  and  tbe  piety  of  their  lives— whosa 
learning  has  shed  rays  of  light  throughout  th<- 
universe  to  conduct  our  fellow  mortals  in  secu 
rily  and  peace  to  religion  and  hr.npiness.  I 
miglit  go  bark  to  the  earliest  agea  of  Christianity 
and  trace  its  history  down  to  the  days  of  the  Re. 
formation,  and  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man to  bring  to  his  recollection  the  inestimable 
the  really  incalculable  advantages  mankind  Ins 
derived  from  the  support  given  to  (ho  church  by 
puolicand  permanent  endowments  r—notwith- 
standing  all  the  errors  and  vices  that  have  been 
ascribed  to  the  Church  of  Rome  within  the  ne 
nod  1  have  mentioned,— to  whom  are  we  indeht. 
ed  tor  almost  ail  the  knowledge,  sacred  and  pro. 
fane  we  at  this  moment  possesf?,  of  the  litera- 
ture and  labours  of  the  thousands  of  wi'.-e  and 
good  men  that  have  led  the  way  to  our  present 
condition  as  a  religious,  civilized,  and  en|i.rht 
ened  people  ?  The  answer  must  be  to  the  cle^r^^ 
--and  with  equal  truth  and  certainty  it  must  be 
admitted  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  encourage 
ment  and  support  derived  from  permanent  ard 
public  support,  these  men  would  not  have  had 
the  mducaments,  and  consequently  would 'not 
have  attained  the  capacity  to  write  for  our  learn- 
ing  as  they  have  done.    And  as  some  fnr.i,op 
advantage  derived  from  this  State  supnort  if  it 
IS  to  be  so  called-let  mo  ask  the 'h-n.  and 
Jearned  memo.-^r  tu  ca^^t  his  eyes  over  the  different 
countries  of  the  christian  world,   and  see  the 
towering,  the  noble  Cathedrals-and  the  more 
lowly  churches  like  priceless  gems  studding  tho 
held  of  his  observation,  and  dedicated  to  the 
service  of  the  Creator  :-to  whom  and  to  what 


means  are  we  indebted  for  these  "  fit  abodes  of 
hopes  of  immortality"? — The  reply  I  know  musi 
be,  to  the  christian  adoration  and  benevolence 
of  pioue  men,  and  the  funds  provided  by  State 
endowments.  In  like  manner  let  me  solicit  the 
hon.  &  learned  gentleman  to  recal  to  his  recol- 
lection to  what  cause  or  source  we  are  indebted 
for  the  many  noble  seats  of  learning  that  are 
dispersed  throughout  the  world,  and  which  have 
supplied  us  with  those  streams  of  knowledge  he 
so  well  understands,  and  I  doubt  not  fully  ap. 
predates  ?  to  what  do  we  mainly  owe  these  vast 
advantages  but  to  Slate  endowments?  take  them 
away  and  what  would  become  of  those  illustrious 
Halls  which  now  adorn  the  Classic  banks  of 
the  Cam  and  the  Isis — the  pride  of  England — 
the  admiration  of  the  world?  can  the  hon-  and 
learned  gentleman  contemplate  with  complacen- 
cy  the  overthrow  of  institutions  that  were  once, 
I  have  no  doubt,  the  objects  of  his  veneration, 
and  which  I  hope  are  still  cherished  in  his  grate- 
ful remembrance  ? — Did  he  ever  contemplate 
the  possibility  of  his  revisiting  the  University  in 
which  he  received  his  Classic  honours,  and  where 
had  he  remained,  he  might  have  attained  addi- 
tional  well  merited  distinction,  and  finding  its 
hails  desolate  and  deserted — no  longer  the  seat 
of  science— the  fountain  of  v/isdom — the  dis- 
penser of  learning  and  religion?  Surely  the 
bare  idea  would  fill  him  with  horror ;  and  yet 
such  must  be  the  result,  if  the  doctrines  he  now 
^iJvocates  are  those  which  ought  to  be  adopted 
in  furtherance  of  true  religion.  It  might  be 
argued  that  if  it  be  wrong  to  provide  for  the  sup- 
port of  Ministers  of  the  church,  when  ordained, 
from  public  funds,  so  also  is  it  improper  to  pro- 
vide for  their  education  preparatory  to  their  or- 
dination from  the  same  means,  and  if  this  posi- 
lion  were  acted  upon,  then  would  there  be  an 
end  of  one  of  the  chief  inducements  for  endow- 
ing and  maintaining  public  Seminaries  of  learn- 
ing.  No  person  knows  better  than  the  hon.  and 
learned  member,  that  the  Universities,  Colleges, 
and  public  Schools,  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
have  for  centuries  been  thronged  by  young  men, 
who  are  anxious  lor  church  preferment,  it  may 
be  that  some  of  those  who  sought  ordination 
were  not  originally  actuated  by  that  pure  and 
smgle  motive  which  impels  some  men  to  advance 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  their  fellow  mortals ;  but 
whether  this  be  so  or  not,  no  one  will  deny  that 
mankind  is  deeply  indebted  to  those  institutions 
for  a  large  proportion  of  the  religious  knowledge 
it  possesses.  If  public  provision  for  the  support 
of  Ministers  did  not  exist,  wc  may  with  too 
much  reason  fear  that  numbers  of  those  pious 
and  learned  men  who,  educated  at  public  Semi- 
narics,  afterwards  adorned  and  promoted  reli- 
gion by  the  purity  of  their  lives  and  the  sound- 
ness of  their  doctrines,  would  have  devoted 
their  commanding  talents  to  other  pursuits  ;  and 
if  this  had  been  the  case,  would  the  Church  of 
England  have  been  the  only  body  of  christians 
that  would  have  suffered  ?  Far  otherwise  ;  the 
pious,  zealous,  and  humble  missionary  is  often- 
times, nay,  generally  taken  from  that  class  of 
men  who  never  had  the  advantages  of  tho 
higher  orders  of  education  within  their  reach, 
how  then  docs  he  prepare  himself  for  his  holy 
and  deeply  important  duty  ?  The  days  of  inspi- 
ration it  is  admitted  have  passed  away,  and 
therefore  he  can  obtain  the  necessary  informa- 


tion by  no  other  means  than  applying  to  the 
works  of  those  who  have  been  more  lorlunate 
in  their  means  and  opportunities  of  drinking 
deep  at  the  great  sources  of  knowledge,  and 
who  have,  published  to  the  world  the  results  of 
their  laborious  investigations.    Will  the  truth 
of  this  be  denied  by  the  missionary  and  minis- 
ters of  the  many  christian  sects  not  of  the  Es-  ' 
tablished  Church  ?   Quite  sure  I  am  that  it  will  'i 
not :  ihey  will  be  the  last  to  desire  to  see  over-  ' 
thrown  the  venerable  parent  to  whose  heavenly  ' 
instruction  they  are  so  largely  indebted  ;  and  if  I  ' 
bo  right,  then  sir,  let  me  ask  whether  this  world  ' 
is  now  so  enlightened,  whether  it  has  attained  ■ 
that  degree  of  perfection  that  it  is  no  longer 
necessary  to  hold  out  extraordinary  induce^  ^ 
ments  to  mankind  to  investigate  the  deep  and  [ 
all-important  truths  of  religion,  and  the  yet  ' 
hidden  secrets  of  nature  ?  If  it  be  necessary  ^ 
that  we  should  continue  onward  with  unabated  ^ 
vigor  m  the  acquirement  of  knowledge,  on  no  i 
account  let  us  disturb  those  institutions,  (the  ' 
most  prominent  of  which,  is  the  Established  • 
Church  of  England)   from  which  we  have  t 
already  derived  so  many  blessings,  and  which, 
if  we  will  permit  them,  will  continue  to  rcndei  i 
their  powerful  aid  in  making  us  wise  unto  sal. 
vation.  i 

I  will  now  advert  to  the  last  position  of  the  1 

hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  viz :  that  tho  Re-^  [ 

serves  set  apart  for  the  support  of  Protestant  i 

Clergy  should  be  otherwise  disposed  of  because  i 

no  dominant,   or  Established  Church  should  : 

exist.    My  hon.  and  learned  friend  from  Lenox  I 

&  Addington,  whose  excellent  speech  I  listened  I 

to  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  has  already  c 

shown  the  absurdity  of  calling  the  Church  of  t 

England  in  this  country,  a  dominant  Church  r  I 

the  terra  is  either  misunderstood,  or  misapplied  k 

by  those  who  use  it.    There  is  not  any  domi-  i 

nant  Church  here — the  Church  of  England  pos-  i 

sesses  no  power  to  coerce  or  controul  any  other  : 

body  of  christians — it  has  it  not  in  its  power  to  ^ 

enforce  the  payment  of  tithes,  and  the  people  i 

are  not  subject  to  any  exactions  for  its  support ;  t 
if  contributions  for  the  support  of  its  ministers 

be  made,  they  are  as  completely  voluntary  as  arc  : 

the  contributions  of  Presbyterians,  Methodists,  : 
or  any  other  sect  whatever. 

With  respect  to  the  Church  of  England  being  : 

the  Established  Church,  I  will  merely  ask  the  ; 

hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  to  consult  but  for  : 

a  moment  his  legal  knowledge,  and  ask  himself  i 

whether  the  Church  of  England  would  bo  lese  ; 

the  Established  Church  of  this  Province,  if  not  ., 

one  acre  of  land  had  been  reserved  for  its  sup.  l 

port,  than  it  is  with  the  appropriation  that  has  i 
been  made  for  that  object  ?  Unquestionably  not 

— it  is  not  the  possession  of  land  that  renders  : 

the  Church  of  England  the  Established  Church;  ; 

if  that  were  so,  then  would  the  Presbyterians,  ; 

Methodists,  and  other  religious  sects,  be  Estab-  , 

lished  Churches,  as  they  all  possess  or  may  pos-  . 
sess  lands  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  the 
Provincial  Parliament,  and  it  signifies  not 
whether  these  lands  were  acquired  by  gift  from 
the  Crown  or  by  purchase.  That  the  Church 
of  England  is  the  Established  Church  of  this 
Province,  and  of  all  His  Majesty's  other  domin- 
ions, Scotland  excepted,  is  unquestionably  true ; 
although  the  fact  has  been  by  some  persons  oc 
c^sionally  denied.    Vpon  a  former  occasion  I 


jbh  it  expedient  to  bring  forward  iLc  authuri- 
ties  by  wiiich  this  point  was  placed  beyond  dia. 
pute  ;  I  will  not  cite  them  at  length  now,  bat  if 
there  be  any  who  desire  further  investigation  of 
the  subject,  I  will  briefly  refer  them  to  1st  Eliz. 
chap.  1,  where  they  will  find  it  enacted  that  the 
ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  that  had  previously 
been  exercised  by  the  Pope  was  for  ever  extin- 
guished, and  annexed  to  the  Crown,  throughout 
the  dominions  and  countries  then  belonging  to, 
or  which  afterwards  should  belong  to,  or  be  an. 
nexed  to  the  kingdom  of  England,  and  the  Pro. 
testant  Episcopal  religion  was  thenceforth  es- 
tablisiied  throughout  the  reainj.   This  Statute  is 
expressly  recognized  in  the  Act  of  Union  with 
Scotland,  and  again  made  applicable  to  every 
part  of  the  British  dominions  then  belonging  or 
which  might  afterwards  belong  to  the  Crovv-n  of 
Great  Britain,  Scotland  excepted.  That  it  was 
considered  binding,  and  in  fact  expressly  made 
binding  on  this  Province,  will  be  found  by  ref- 
erence to  the  14th  Geo.  3d,  chap.  88,  the  first 
Statute  that  conferred  a  settled  form  of  govern- 
ment  on  the  Canadas,  and  is  further  recognized 
in  our  own  Constitutional  Act ;  as  well  as  in  nu- 
merous  Provincial  Acts  scattered  throughout  the 
Statute  book. — As  a  further  practical  proof  of 
the  correctness  of  the  position  1  iiave  advanced, 
I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  to  the  fact,  that  a  Bishop  has  been, 
appointed  to  these  Provinces  whp  exercises  all 
the  spiritual  functions  of  a  Bishop  in  England, 
such  as  ordination,  confirmation,  and  the  like; 
Ministers  of  the  Church  of  England  are  also 
permitted  to  marry  and  perform  all  the  duties  of 
clergymen,  and  these  several  acts  arc  done  and 
admitted  to  be  legal,  on  no  other  ground  than 
that  the-  establishment  of  the  Church  of  Eng. 
land  being  co-extensive  with  the  British  domin- 
ions, Scotland  excepted,  its  clergy  have  an  ori- 
ginal  legal  right  to  act  as  such  wherever  they 
may  reside  within  the  limits  of  their  Sovereign's 
dominions.    I  will  notice  another  evidence  : — 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  will  recollect, 
that  to  libel  or  bring  into  contempt  or  derision 
the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England,  is  an  in. 
dictablo  offence,  while  so  ta  treat  the  Confession 
of  Faith,  or  any  other  book  of  a  like  descrip- 
tion, is  not  punishable,  unless  indeed,  the  offence 
includes  somo  outrage  of  the  christian  reli- 
gion.    And  now  I  must  confess  that  it  would 
gratify  mo  to  hear  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,   any  argument  he  can  advance 
against  the  usefulness  and  necessity  of  main- 
taining an  Established  Church.  Will  he  venture 
to  argue  that  it  is  not  the  duty  of  every  govern- 
ment to  show  reverence  and  maintain  respect  for 
the  holiest  and  highest  duties  imposed  on  man  by 
his  Creator  ;  will  he  maintain  that  the  condition 
of  that  people  can  be  happy  or  their  institutions 
aecure,  who  live  in  such  a  state  of  moral  and  reli- 
gious degradation  so  as  to  be  without  laws  for  the 
punishment  of  blasphemy,  or  which,  if  any  do 
exist,  are  so  feeble  that  no  ono  dares  or  thinks 
of  enforcing  them  ?  That  such  a  state  of  things 
have  existed,  and  I  fear  do  still  exist,  is  most 
true.    France  for  a  short  period  exhibited  one 
example,  and  a  neighbouring  Republic  presents 
us  with  another, —the  former  has  passed  away, 
and  the  latter  continues  for  our  instruction,  and 
what  are  the  lessons  it  teaches  ?  Do  we  not 
hear  of  their  public  halls  in  their  principal 


cities  Icing  occupied  Sabbath  after  Sabbath  with 
the  consent,  as  it  is  to  be  presumed,  of  their 
Magistrates,  with  bands  of  profane  and  mis- 
guided  beings  who  openly  inculcate  the  doctrine 
tLiat  the  christian  religion  is  a  cheat,  and  the 
Saviour  of  mankind  an  impostor ;  that  man  is 
not  accountable  to  his  Creator  for  his  conduct, 
and  that  he  is  bound  by  no  other  rule  of  action 
than  such  as  his  own  vicious  and  corrupt  nature 
may  suggest ;  scouiing  and  treating  with  utter 
derision  and  contempt  the  holy  Scriptures,  as 
well  as  all  those  institutions,  human  and  Divine, 
Vt^hich  we  have  been  accustomed  to  regard  with 
veneration,  aud  upon  v/hich  we  have  been 
taught  to  build  our  hopes  of  happiness  hero  and 
hereafter  ?  Have  wo  not  seen  it  announced 
that  in  the  city  of  Rochester,  not  one  hundred 
miles  from  our  own  shores,  a  public  meeting  of 
700  persons  were  employed  in  discussing  the 
following  propositions  : — 

"  Thai  it  is  an  infi  ingemeai  of  national  and  constitution- 
al liberty  for  tlie  logibialure  to  require  one  day  in  seven  to 
be  kept  holy ;  and  also  that  it  is  an  infiingemsnt  of  liberty 
to  require  any  witness  to  give  his  evidence  upon  oath,  in- 
asmuch as  tlie  tendering  him  an  oath  requires  froni  him, 
by  implication,  an  avowal  tiiat  he  believes  in  a  Supreme 
Being  and  a  future  state,  which  belief  tliough  it  is  desirable 
all  men  should  entertain,  yet  none  should  be  required  to 
declare"  'i 

If  such  be  the  consequences  of  being  without 
an  Established  Church,  and  as  a  consequence 
without  laws  for  the  punishment  of  outrages 
such  as  I  have  noticed,  will  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed gentleman  say  that  an  Established  Church  is 
not  worth  upholding  ?  I  trust  he  v^'ill  not  say 
that  it  ia  not — at  all  events,  I  am  sure  it  will  re. 
joice  every  v; ell-regulated  mind,  and  be  a  source 
of  pride  and  thankfulness  that  the  christian  re- 
ligion is  identified  with  the  common  law  of  our 
land — that  our  i.istiiutions  are  based  on  ike  laws 
of  Gcd~3,Xid  that  by  reverencing  and  protecting 
them  as  far  as  hunian  means  can,  from  insult 
and  profanation,  we  hope  for  protection  to  our 
King  and  .to  our  government.  But,  as  connect, 
ed  with  this  branch  of  the  subject  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman says  that  there  not  only  ought  not  to  be 
any  Established  Church,  but  that  all  the  minis- 
ters of  religion  should  be  left  to  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  their  congregations  for  support 
—and  to  maintain  this  latter  position,  he  has 
employed  many  words  and  much  eloquence 
— but,  Sir,  I  cannot  admit  that  he  has  advanced 
any  solid  argument,  any  more  than  that  he  has 
quoted  one  single  authority  to  which  any  impor- 
tance can  be  attached  to  support  his  opinion  : 
indeed,  it  would  be  surprising  if  he  had  done  so, 
inasmuch  as  all  those  illustrious  men,  whose 
opinions  he  has  cited  with  so  much  and  just  ap- 
probation, would,  every  one  of  them,,  give  evi- 
dence against  him.  The  learned  and  pious  Dr, 
Mosheim,  v/hose  work  was  the  first  the  hon 
and  learned  gantlemen  called  to  his  aid,  was  a 
member  of  an  Established  Church,  and  a  distin- 
guished member  of  several  literarary  institutions 
sustained  by  public  funds.  Burnet  and  Newton,  it 
it  is  unnecessary  to  say,  were  Bishops  of  the  Es- 
tablished  Church.and  to  these  names  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentlemen  might  have  added  Taylor, 
Hooker,  Horno,  Porteous,  Berkley — celebrated 
for  his  peculiar  philosophy— Payley,  and  a  host  of 
others,  each  of  whom  would  have  furnished  him 
with  arguments  convincing — if  human  argument 
could  convince  any  one — ot  the  error  of  his 
opinions.  There  is  one  other  authority  which  hi'- 


biaen  cited  by  the  hon  and  learned  gentleman,  al- 
thoucfh  for  a  different  purpose,  whicli  1  also  will 
mention  on  the  present  ocoasion — I  mean  Dr. 
Clmltners — a  man  v/hi; 'o  unostentatious  deeds 
of  piety  and  benevolence  iiave  rouderf-d  l»ia  naino 
as  familiar  lo  the  intnates  of  the  pcasnnl's  cot- 
tago  in  his  native  land,  as  his  niatchles><  elo. 
qncnce,  liis  extensive  iearninc^,  his  deep  but  pure 
philosophy,  and  his  ardent  and  laborious  irwe?. 
ligations  and  expositions  of  the  trutlis  of  roli- 
gion,  have  rendered  him  illustrious  throughout 
the  christian  world,  and  among  all  classes  of  its 
inhabitants.  It  is  with  pride  and  satisfaction  that 
I  can  speak  of  having  formed  a  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  this  great  and  good  man,  and 
no  one  who  has  ever  seen  him  but  for  an  hour 
will  believe  that  ambition  or  any  other  worldly 
motive  has  any  thing  to  do  with  his  opinions  for 
or  against  the  ecclesiastical  institutions  of  his 
country.  What,  then,  does  he  say  in  referen*';e 
to  an  Established  Church  ?  1  will  read  his 
opinion  from  his  admirable  work  on  endow, 
inents  : — 

"This  is  the  flood  of  an  establishment.  The  people,  in- 
stead of  being  left  to  go  iii  quest  of  religious  iiistiuciion, 
have,  by  its  means,  tlie  instruction  obtruded  upon  tliem. — 
Generally  speaking,  they  have  not  so  much  of  desirt  or  de- 
mand for  the  article,  as  that  Ll>.ey  s'  all  tlieniselvea 
originate  the  movement  towards  it,  and  fa  less,  travel  the 
tviiole  distance,  and  make  all  the  efforts  and  all  the  sacri- 
lices  nerfs^aiy  to  obtain  it.  In  the  vast  majoritj  of  ins-tan- 
ces,  would  neither  the  requisite  trouble  bo  taken,  nor  the 
requisite  expense  be  incurred.  Tliey  have  not  enmi"!!  of 
riaiive  apretire  to  create  an  effective  demand  lor  the  food  ; 
and,  unlike  to  the  corporeal,  the  want  of  this  food,  instead 
of  wlictiiiig  the  spiriinal  appetite,  would  only  dull  and 
deaden  it  the  more.  We  have,  therefore,  no  doubt,  tliat, 
on  the  event  of  onr  establislnnent  being  swept  away,  and 
a  mere  sy.!itenj  of  free  trade  being  substituted  in  lis  place, 
the  morul  elf:;ct  would  be  tremendous.  That  which  jrave 
activity  and  healthful  impulse  to  the  commerce  of  our  land 
Would  he  of  witherinfrettect  upon  its  Christianity,  liet  the 
machinery,  if  needful,  be  actuated  by  the  lorce  and  the 
lire  of  \notlier  principle— let  all  its  rust  and  other  unliini^e 
mcnts  be  done  away— let  it  be  provided  with  more  ctfici- 
eiit  wotkmeu— and  every  thing  be  done  so  as  that  it  per- 
form its  evolutions  more  sweetly  and  yet  more  poworiuily 
than  bt  fore— but  let  it  not  be  taken  down.  It  never  will 
be  replaced  by  the  spo.Uaneous  acr,  or  kept  in  operation  by 
llio  tpontaneous  habit  of  thf  people.  It  may  be  better 
M'rought  at  one  time,  a  nd  worse  at  another ;  but,  even  with 
all  iis  corrnjitions,  our  establishment  is  a  stay  and  a  safe- 
guard;—and  a  helples?,  a  headlong  degeneracy  would  en- 
•ue  from  the  demolition  of  it."' 

I  think  I  cannot  better  conclude  this  branch 
of  the  subject  than  with  the  authority  I  have 
quoted,  and  I  will  now  proceed  to  a  view  of  the 
matter,  which  will  probably  be  thought  more 
applicable  to  the  question  under  discussion. 

The  bill  before  the  committee  is  intended  to 
take  away  the  lands  which,  by  the  Constitution, 
are  appropriated  for  the  support  and  mainte- 
iiance  of  "  a  Protestant  Clergy"  and  apply  thein 
lo  purposes  of  "General  Education."  I  have 
already  shown  that  I  am  sufKc'ently  in  favour 
of  promotingeducation  by  establishing  and  sup. 
porting  Seminaries  of  learning,  from  public 
funds,  and  I  shall  be  ever  found  ready  lo  give 
my  best  support  to  any  necessary  measure  hav- 
ing that  important  object  in  view  ;  but  is  it  no. 
cessary  to  take  the  lands  given  for  religious  pur- 
poses, and  apply  them  to  that  object?  Have  we 
not  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  if  we  will 
but  make  use  of  them,  which  may  be  so  applied, 
and  may  we  not  have  more  if  enough  has  not 
been  already  placed  at  our  disposal  ?  Where 
then  is  the  necessity  of  despoiling  religion  for 
th»  furtherance  of  education  ?  none  whatever. 
Kay  H  aot  b%  said  that  there  is  groat  an4  beed. 
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less  insonsisTtency  in  tha  arguments  and  objstfs 
of  the  advocates  cftbia  measure;  ibey  will 
richly  endow,  and  load  with  superabundant 
wealth",  Seminaries  of  learning ;  Ihoy  will  pro- 
vide for  the  grntaitous  and  elaborate  oducat  oft 
of  the  youth  of  the  country  ;  but  wb»n  any  ono 
of  them  assume  the  deeply  re6ponsi'>!«  and  im- 
portant office  of  ministers  and  t»achoT9  of  reli- 
gion,  they  are  left,  to  beg  th«)ir  br«ad  or  live  on 
the  charily  of  maokind  ?  What  strange  perver- 
sity — what  singular  contradictions  does  the 
mind  of  man  too  oflen  display  !  I  invite  the  at- 
tention of  the  advocates  of  those  minchevious 
and  inconsistent  opinions,  to  the  argujntnta  and 
observations  of  Dr.  Chalmers,  and  let  them  con- 
fute them  if  they  can. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  appropriation  ot  the^e 
Reserves  to  the  support  of  religion  is  unpopular 
with  the  great  mass  of  the  people  ;  that  they 
require  that  they  should  be  disposed  of  for  pur- 
po.^^es  of  education,  and  that  nothing  else  will 
satisfy  them.  However  confident  som-'  may  bo 
of  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  I  am  not  disposed 
to  admit  it  lo  be  correct ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
maintain  that  the  people  at  large  do  not,  and 
never  did  desire  that  the  Clergy  Reserves  should 
be  taken  away  from  the  support  of  religion  ; 
they  may  and  perhaps  do  not  wish  to  see  them 
appropriated  exclusively  to  one  sect  or  denomi- 
nation of  christians,  but  they  do  not  desire  that 
they  should  be  altogether  alienated  lo  secular 
purpcsea.  If  I  were  to  call  upon  tliose  who 
differ  with  me  in  opinion  to  prove  the  correct, 
ness  of  the  judgment  tliey  have  f'>r*i:ied,  I  might 
be  referred  to  the  votes  of  this  House  fur  some 
years  past,  and,  perhaps,  lo  numerously  signed 
petitions  which  were  sent  to  England  a  few 
years  since,  and  to  the  opinions  expressed  by 
some  of  the  leaders  of  an  highly  respectable  ar^l 
numerous  religious  body  in  this  Province;  but 
in  answer  to  each  of  these  I  would  say  that  it 
is  but  loo  notorious  that  the  votes  of  membor-^ 
of  past  assemblies  on  this  important  question, 
were  more  influenced  by  an  unreasonable  hos- 
tility to  the  ministers  and  establishment  (not,, 
religion)  of  the  Church  of  England,  than  frorr»* 
any  conviction  that  Christianity  would  he  ben. 
efited  by  their  attempts  at  spoliation.  With  res- 
pect to  the  petitions  referred  to,  it  is  a  fact  too 
notorious  to  require  refutation  that  they  wer» 
obtained  under  circumstances  that  destroyed  all 
claim  to  serious  consideralinn  ;  and,  as  to  tha 
opinions  of  the  individuals  I  have  mentioned^ 
although  entitled  to  respect  as  coming  frjni 
men  of  intelligence  connected  with  a  large 
class  of  the  Christian  community,  they  were 
but  the  opinions  of  individuals. 

But,  Sir,  more  nearly  to  test  the  question, 
whether  the  peopla of  this  Province  generally, 
or  in  any  considerable  numbers,  require  that  lb© 
Reserves  should  be  taken  from  the  support  of 
religion  and  applied  to  purposes  of  education, 
let  us  look  to  the  origin  of  this  controversy, 
the  views  of  its  original  promoters,  and  the  view* 
expressed  by  the  four  leading  sects  throughout 
the  Province,  and  who,  it  will  be  admitted,  com- 
pose  the  great  bulk  of  the  population  ;  I  mean 
the  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  th& 
Presbyterians,  the  Methodists,  and  the  Catholica. 

The  first  notice  taken  of  the  Reserves  by 
Ihe  Legislature  was  in  1817,  when  aresolu^ 
tioo  was  proposed  in  the  Hous«  of  AeMnibljr^ 


^1   %Litnot  finally  acted  upon,  declaratory  of  the 
i|    opinion  of  the  House  that  the  Reserves  im- 
(ij   peded  the  improvement  of  the  country,  and 
1. 1   lhat  they  cho  ud  be  sold,  and  Churches  built 
\    and  e.ndovied  with  the  proceeds. 
9       In         the  firsi,  attempt  was  made  to  divert 
>•    them   from   the  ox' lu&ive  s'  pport  of  the 
[   Chvif-h  of  E:ijrland.   In  the  House  of  As. 
i  Feinlily  s'Mne  of  the  tiien  iniiw  coin  'jcU-'f;  viih 
I   the  Church  of  Sbcotland  advanced  a  claim  to 
a  fehftro  of  these  Roserves,  on  the  g?:cund  that 
th«3  Church  of  Scotland  was  a  concurrent 
Estab!  bhed  Church  in  Canada,  and  therefore 
caa?e  within  tiio  nicoinng  and  sp  rit  of  the 
(^onfititutiunal  Act,  wh;ch  appropriated  theseS 
Rcgervea  tf)  ilie  support  of  "  a  Protestant 
<'ier^o;y."    Those  members  at  that  time  in  the 
House  w  ho  v.'cro  of  the  Method.st  persuasion, 
«a  well  as  f?ever;t!  other  sects,  voted  in  favour 
of  the  pretensions  of  Iho  Church  of  Scotland, 
and  tlhis  in  the  onset  admitted  the  advantage 
of  their  beinjj  applied  to  reli<Tions  objects, 
f^ince  that  period  the  ministers  and  leadir:« 
nen.bers  of  the  Presbyterian  conirregations 
liave  constantly  and  uniformly  rrqu  r;.d  thnt 
\  he  bonefit  of  the  Reserves  should  be  exi.end'..'d 
«<)  them,  in  common  with  the  Church  of  E;/g. 
lind,  i'or  the  support  of  their  Clergy.  In 
Lower  Canada,  and  by  the  General  Assen)bly 
h\  Scothrid,  tliiB  claim  has  been  repeated  and 
every  effort  made  to  sustain  it.    What  evi- 
di-nce  tiien  have  we  fisat  the  Presi)yterians, 
as  a  body,  desire  the  Reserves  to  be  disposed 
of,  ae  the  bill  before  us  contemplates,  for 
f^iucation  j  none  whatever;  bu',  on  the  con- 
trary, tjrfey  l)ave  as  plainly  avowed  as  men 
cm  thiit  they  should  be  retained  for  the  sup- 
port of  religion. 

Next  as  ro<Tar<Js  the  Methodists.  Severn]  of 
the  nunisters  iiave  opunly  declared  their  opinion 
that  the  Rcsorves  should  be  taken  from  llse 
otiurch,  and  o-iven  fur  educaUnn  :  and  much  bil- 
irr  controversy  hccornpauied  lh«  expres?ion  of 
this  opinion,  which  perhapiT  hod  llie  el/bct  of 
exieniiinir  Ujc  hcslilil y  in  \  E;>'!;ii)lisl)0(l  Ciiurch 
to  hinil.s  It  nov(>r  would  liave  re.icvuui,  il"  liieso 
fe:ilin;^-s  hud  not  unhappily  exisled.  Bui  f  rojoice 
to  Piy  that  those  fcelingrs  no  lontrer  exitii — the 
!J\f.elh()(ii8is  of  thij  country,  united  wiUi,  and  uii- 
dov  I  hof;i;periiiter;rietir  v  oi'lhc  Conlorenci:;  in  Ivi- 
;;latid  are  now  livai^^  in  porh-ct and  i  trust  lusting 
liarrrioiiy  with  their  Christian  Crelhrt.n  of  all 
other  dunoiriiiiitions  in  t'se  Province;  and  we 
mr^y  now  cii!.;i!y  consider,  ai;d  call  upon  theio. 
Folves  to  declare,  whcLhcr  the  desire  i,T)p\)ted  lo 
thein  ofdcslroyiDa"  I  he  pn, vision  ni;:de  by  the 
"Coiifcliiuliou  i'-'V  tlic  snpoort  ol'  Reli-rion  he  cur- 
reel  or  n(jt.  1  i.i  l  cce  !i)ey  have  Ui,ei!  misrepre- 
fccuted  on  this  p^oni  ;  f>:,d  as  some  evidence  of 
the  f,ict,  I  vvii!  refor  flic  coioinii.iee  lo  t'^e  evi- 
dence given  liy  a  j'i.stiy  d  .  ■  i  i^f.^i.-ivul  minister 
of  trie  cnnr.eAion,  before  tl-e  c-MiVirttee  of  the 
^>eu^e  of  Cinrnoi.s  in  Eiijrland  in  IcJc).  This 
Rovd.  f^'enlletnan  was  a^ked — 

"J)  .  )  r)  con^iJcr  that,  under       3!-t  of  (Ik;  lafr,  Kinj, 
the  \Vei:I<;yai)  [^.'.'(liodls's  have  any  claim,  accnrdi",n;  lo  tlie 
Imier  (;;'  tlie  tiiarur.i^  to  an.v  s!;:ire  o!'  V:::-.  <  'ie.i'y  fiesiM-vot;, 
or  iiio  iljuy  only  dusirnus  <)f  obtaining  a  i.ui  hoi!  of  them,  * 
in  case  ihe  Statute  suould  be  altered  ia  that  poi.u  ?" 
Answer  : 

'■'There  is  a  differenee  of  opinion  among  us  on  this  sub- 


ject; f)nt  the  gtner&\  trfintim  of  our  ministers  in  Lotsar 
Canada,  I  btiieve  is  this,  that  if  the  Renerves  be  avpror.rior 
tedto  the  sale  use  of  the  Church  of  Evffla'".d,  ics'.,/; all  offer 
no  objection  to  it;  but  if  the  Presbyterians  ari:  to  hovK  'any 
part  of  these  Reserves,  then,  Vjc  conceive,  /  at 

least,  an  cqiudly  good  claim  with  them  ;  c  •  l  (>s 

very  much  dixsatisfied  if  oar  clai.ns  i^£/<; d,  •  . ,  ' 

And  in  another  part  of  his  examiiialioa  Mr. 
Aider  says — 

"  X  SHOULD  WISH  TO  STATE,  THAT  WE  CONSIBEU  OUR- 
SELVES AS  A  BRANiCH  OF  THE    ChURCU  OF  IZ-NGLANi-), 
HOMJS   A^D  A3.10AD." 

Thus  fcshev.  ing  himself  a  true  disniphi  of  th© 
great  fcauder  of  his  sect,  who  in  his  dyinj^hour 
chars^ed  his  follou-ers  to  clinor  fast  to  t,h«  parent 
church,  and  lo  do  nothirnfr  that  would  lend  to 
desToy  il — but  to  regard  it  as  tiie  stay  and  sup- 
port  of  the  Protestant  Faith  liiruufrhout  ihe 
world.  The  sentiments  expressed  by  Mr.  Alder 
it  is  well  known  aro  tiie  opiMiDn;;  o)  Vmg 
members  and  grcul  body  of  the  \V  e.-iey ;i  )> ,  ia 
Efiglaiid — :.!;ey  coiilimie,  as  the  piouj  VV^.sky 
enjoined  upon  them,  to  rally  round  ti;«  r'harcU 
of  Efigiarjd,  and  are  among  the  n^  "  -  to 
protect  her  from  the  as-saulls  of  i: 
liiid  to  resist  tlio  attempts  making  i  ii.-.i 
of  her  possesvsions.  And  now  t:-!  <  •  '  ihe 
W'esieyan  Methodists  of  Canada  at;,;  o  -'  ,-.  '-  'and 
are  one  body,  is  it  too  much  to  suppose  that  they 
will  ho  actuated  by  one  spirit,  and  a  common 
feehng  of  respect  for  the  righls  of  Iv^r  and 
the  gieat  interests  of  Ciuiytiatiity  ?  I  i!  i"!<  not 
— and  I  repeat  now  what  1  huvo  alrendy  said 
that  I  do  not  believe  that  the  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  Methodists  of  this  Province,  to  t::ke  away 
the  Reserves  froim  purposes  of  reiigicm,  was  ever 
so  great  or  universal  as  it  has  beeti  represented, 
and  further  I  believe  that  it  is  day  by  day  grow  - 
i;:g  weaker  and  weaker.  With  re.specl  to  the 
K  'man  Catholics —themselves  rnen)herR  of  an 
Established  Church,  which  their  religion  and 
duty  require,  them  to  maintain  and  keen  up,  it 
is  not  probable  that  they  would  desire  to  seo 
religion  deprived  of  public  Buppori, ;  and  in  truth 
in  this  unhappy  controversy  tlicy  ha'/e  never 
taken  any  part  ;  living  in  the  uiidisturhed.  and 
undisputed  possession  of  their  own  rights,  they 
have  not  sought  to  interfere  v-ith  those  of 
others,  and  it  is  gross  misrepresentation  on  the 
part  of  any  one  to  sa}',  that,  ihey  have  ever 
joinofi  in  the  atiaclc  upon  the  rights  of  the 
Churcli  of  Englatid  in  this  Province. 

[laving  thus  shown  what  tiio  opinion  of  the 
three  principal  bodies  of  Chr;s!,!r!ns  in  the  Pro- 
vince who  differ  from  the  CI  irch  of  England 
nr  y  he  supposed  to  be.  it  will  I  think,  be  adtnil- 
tf'd  lhat  vvlicii  iLio  sincere  rnoir.iers  of  the  Church 
itself  are  added,  tiii=re  is  Kh;>!;V  icasot:  r:-  ,  m-i,- 
iuglhal  Idis  great  rnojority  (  f  tii--'  !if,.)p;o  of  tl  is 
Pr'ivince  d'sire  to  see  the  hill  ou  !  I . .■.  I't 
beco:;;,-  t.'i,-'.  Tite  v^hufch  itf  E i a 'V 1  has 
l'it'.-T!.o  Stood  entirely  on  the  ui'f  >  /\  cur>;'g' 
the  attacks  lhat  have,  I  may  bo  allnweci  y, 
mriet  ungei!eron!^ly  rn?.de  noon  lier.  On  one 
oc;. ■  M  I  "iy  did  her  adhorc-'iib  in-^ke  an  aiienipt 
t  •  '('.^i^:  ■  ;.'-\;ii!ts  that  \v(-rc  ht.^igncd  lo  ovcr- 
Ihrnvv  nor.  i  was  dsputcd  'o  i.-.;,  r'-p-Cri'-n. 
lalloiis  (jf  7,0d0  of  lita  jjcapiO  <'f  this  Pr-'vince 
aliiiL  foot  of  the  Thr(i;';o,  iinphiring  His  Majes- 
ty to  uphold  Ib^;  ii;  --:r  =  :j  zuo  :  yb*?.-  of  Die 
Church  of  iiia  Kuuidora  : — ir  th.e  same  arts 
had  been  resorted  to  that  hnd  been  used  for 
far  less  just  and  righteous  purposes,  I  do  not 
doubt  but  the  number  of  signers  to  these  re* 


.?erilation8  might  havo  been  swelled  to  ton 
I  n^.ca  the  number — but  the  members  of  l  ie 
church  have  ever  been  accustomed  to  trust 
to  the  inherent  and  indisputable  justice  of  her 
cause,  for  euccessful  resistance  to  all  attacks 
made  upon  her  ;  aind  well  convinced  I  am 
that  she  is  every  day  gaining  strength—tho 
people  at  large  are  beginning  to  enquire  into 
and  examine  with  dispassionate  minds  the  na- 
turc  of  the  controversy  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged— and  it  is  only  necessary  to  do  so  to 
convince  them,  that  neither  reason,  nor  jus- 
tice, nor  religion,  demand  their  support  of 
measures  such  as  that  now  proposed  for  our 
adoption. 

In  opposition  to  tho  oft  repeated  assertion 
that  the  framers  of  the  constitutional  act  con- 
tomplated  making  provision  for  the  Ministers  of 
tho  Church  of  Scotland,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
Churchfof  England,  I  can  state,  that  the  lato 
Chief  Justice  Powell  requested  his  agent  in  Lon- 
don to  find  the  draft  of  the  bill  as  it  was  when 
it  Icff  the  House  of  Commons,  and  was  sent  to 
tho  House  of  Lords,  where  it  mndcrwent  sever- 
a)  amendments. — This  draft  has  been  found 
and  examined,  and  it  appears  that  tho  bill 
left  tho  House  of  Commons  with  the  following 
wotds  a.t  the  end  of  tho  38th  section,  "  And 

that  euch  lands  with  which  such  parsonage  or 

rectory  shall  be  so  endowed,  shall  be  held  and 
"  taken  to  be  in  lieu  of  all  claims  or  demands 
"  of  tythes  for,  or  in  respect  of  the  lands  so 
«*  granted,  or  any  part  thereof," — which  were 
struck  out  by  the  Lords.  From  hence  it  is 
clear  that  the  House  of  Commons  intended  to 
make  an  appropriation  for  the  Church  of 
England — as  that  Church  only  could  set 
up  any  claim  for  tythes.  This  construc- 
tion is  further  borne  out  by  tho  words  used 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  who  being  the  responsible 
Minister  of  the  Crown,  had  introduced  the 
bill,  and  who  was  therefore  more  likely  to 
under,stand  the  meaning  and  intention  of  its 
framers,  than  any  other  person, — certainly 
much  better  than  Mr.  Fox,  who  was  in  tho  op- 
position. The  words  used  by  Mr.  Pitt  were  as 
follows  :  "  He  declared  that  the  meaning  of  the 
*'  act  was  to  enable  the  Governor  to  endow,&  to 
"  preesnt  trie  Protestant  Clergy  of  the  Estahlislr 
"  ed  Church  to  such  parsonage  or  rectory  as  might 
"bo  constituted  or  erected  within  every  Town- 

ship  or  Parish  which  now  was  cr  might  be  form- 
"  ed,  4'  to  give  to  such  Protestant  Clergymen  of 
"  the  EstaJdished  Church  a  part  or  the  whole  as 
'-^  the  Governor  ihonght  proper,  of  the  lands  ap- 
"  propriated  by  the  Act." — Words  could  not 
more  plainly  shew  for  what  purpose  the  Reserves 
bad  been  set  apart,  and  coming  as  they  did  from 
tho  Prime  Minister,  who  had  introduced  the 
net,  they  were  conclusive  upon  the  point ;  espe- 
cially when  taken  in  connection  with  tho 
amendments  of  the  Lords. 

But,  Sir,  it  is  time  that  I  should  bring  my 
observations  to  a  dope;  and  I  shall  do  so  as 
briefly  as  I  can.  If  I  am  asked  what  n^y  opin- 
ions now  are  with  respect  to  tho  settlement  of 
this  qnestion,  I  wi'l  answer  ihst  they  are  the 
tame  that  th^ry  ever  havo  been.    I  believe  lhat 


tho  Clergy  Reserves  were  appropriated  excln. 
sively  for  the  support  of  the  Established  Church 
of  England  in  these  Provinces,  and  I  believ« 
that  the  interests  of  religion  will  bo  best  advanc 
cd  by  applying  them  to  that  object ; — but.  Sir, 
I  am  willing  to  admit  that  1  do  not  consider  it 
consistent  with  the  interests  of  religion  that  its 
temporal  possessions  should  be  the  cause  of  dis- 
sention  and  discord  among  any  large  proportion 
of  the  community  :  the  Christian  religion  incul- 
cates peace  on  earth, and  good  will  among  men; 
and  to  attain  that  object  I  am  willing  to  make 
any  sacrifice  that  shall  not  involve  any  of  those 
high  principles  which  it  is  the  duty  of  an  honest 
man  under  all  circumstances,  and  at  any  hazard, 
to  maintain.     I  have  already  advanced  the 
opinion,  which  I  conscientiously  believe  to  be 
well  founded,  that  the  people  of  this  Province 
do  not  desire  to  see  the  Reserves  taken  from 
religious  purposes  ;  but  I  am  v;illing  to  admit 
that  a  considerable  number  of  them  are  ^verso 
to  their  being  bestowed  upon  one  denomination 
of  Christians  ;  if  then  the  bill  under  discussion 
be  rejected,  and  a  resolution, be  adopted,  declare 
ing  that  the  Reserves  shall  jbe  retained  for  the 
advancement  of  religion  exclusively — without 
pledging  myself  to  any  particular  measure,  I 
shall  lend  my  humble  aid  to  such  an  adjustment 
as  my  conscience  will  permit  me  to  agree  to; — 
and  this  I  will  do  among  other  reasons  to  show 
to  my  fellow  subjects  in  this  Province  that  if 
excitement  be  kept  up  on  this  subject  that  it 
does  not  proceed  from  any  unwillingness  on 
my  part,  and  on  the  part  of  those  whose  politi- 
cal principles  accord  with  mine,  to  make  great 
sacrifices  for  the  sake  of  public  tranquillity. 
And  I  will  now  call  upon  my  hotiourablo 
friends,  the  conservative  members  of  this  House, 
to  apply  themselves  with  earnestness  and  zeal, 
as  I  am  sure  they  will  with  integrity  and  ability, 
to  settle  this  question.  They  can  expect  no  as- 
sistance, but  every  possible  opposition,  from 
those  who  live  by  agitation;  and  therefore  the 
entire  responsibility  rests  with  them.   Let  them 
assume  it  fearlessly ;  it  may  be,  that,  after  all, 
they  will  not  dispose  of  the  subject  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  ensure  universal  satisfaction.  In- 
deed  this  is  not  to  be  expected  ;  but  the  intelli- 
gent and  loyal  constituency  who  returned  them 
will  sympathise  with  them  in  the  difficulties, 
embarrassments,  and  prejudices  by  which  they 
are  surrounded,  and  which  they  are  labouring 
to  subdue  and  overcome  ;  and,  so  long  as  tbev 
act  with  upright,  honest,  and  patriotic  inten- 
tions, they  need  not  fear  tho  resentment  or  loss 
of  confidence  of  one  good  man.    Happy  shall  I 
bo  if  I  can  concur  with  m.y  honourable  friends 
throughout  the  measures  they  may  think  it  pro- 
per to  adopt,  and  that  those  measures  may  bo 
found  to  realize  the  best  and  brightest  reward 
that  man  can  desire.    It  will  indeed  be  a  glori- 
ous reward  if  we  can  reconcile  parties  who 
have  hitherto  lived  in  a  state  of  estrangement 
from  each  other,  upon  a  question  of  such  vital 
importance  as  the  support  of  Religion,  and 
thus  be  instrumental  in  realizing  that  beautiful 
prayer  of  our  Liturgy—"  that  all  they  that  do 
confess  God's  holy  name,  may  agree  in  the 
truth  of  His  holy  Word,  and  live  in  unity  and 
Godly  love." 


Dr.  J.  ROLPH.— Mr.  Chairinan.— Altho' 
aot  usual  for  any  of  us  to  prefer  a  formidable 
opponent,  yet  it  is  a  pleasure  on  these  occa- 
sions to  meet  something  to  grapple  with,  in- 
stead of  beating,  as  it  were,  the  air.  But  those 
who  have  this  day  heard  the  honorable  and 
learned  Solicitor-General,  with  a  fund  of  in- 
formation, putting  forth  on  a  great  question, 
all  the  enei*gy  of  his  mind,  and  the  usual  pow- 
ers of  his  address,  will  feel  that  the  duty  of 
replying  to  him,  imposes  upon  me  a  task  suf- 
ficiently arduous.  Yet,  Sir,  you  must  have 
seen  floating  from  all  parts  of  the  House  to  the 
learned  gentleman  while  addressing  you,  notes 
with  suggestions,  folded  up  like  so  many  car- 
trages,  to  furnish  him  with  ammunition  against 
me.  It  13  some  comfort,  however,  to  know, 
nearly  in  the  language  of  a  philosophic  poet, 
that  "  thrice  is  he  armed  who  hath  a  righte- 
ous cause;"  and  iocrcased  reflection  under 
protracted  debate  only  strengthens  tbn  convic- 
tion that  I  am  right  and  that  he  is  wrong. 

Let  me  follow  the  learned  gentleman  step 
by  step. 

He  misunderstands  ray  observations  on  pa- 
ganism. I  said  it  owed  its  corruption  and  du- 
ration, not  its  destruction,to  the  State.  Had  its 
protracted  connection  with  the  Governments 
of  the  world,  been  favorable  to  truth,  polythe- 
ism ought  gradually  to  have  become  extinct, 
and  natural  rehgion  established  it  its  place. — 
But  on  the  contrary  idolatry  obtained  such 
transcendant  supremacy  under  national  patron- 

\  age,  that  it  needed  a  pov.'er  from  on  high  to 
effect  its  subversion.  Christianity,  it  is  truly 
said,  was  that  power — she  shed  her  lustre  in 
the  temples  of  paganism,  melted  down  every 
idol  God,  and  chased  away  the  darkness  of 
idolatrous  superstition,  revealing  in  its  place, 
life  and  immortality.  The  learned  gentleman 
has  improved  my  argument,ashe  well  co'd  do; 
for  how  vast  must  have  been  the  corruption 
from  the  Stale,  when  its  correction  required 
this  intervention  of  Heaven  !  an  intervention, 
let  it  be  remembered,  accomplished  not  thro' 
the  agency  of  Governments  and  State  endow- 

1  ments,  but  through  a  christian  ministry  sup- 
ported by  voluntary  contributions, and  opposed 
by  the  very  worldly  powers,  which  you  now 
represent  as  necessary  fot  its  further  success. 

I  am  told,  Sir,  that  the  work  of  Moshiem 
does  not  prove  my  position,  that  the  Church 
was  deteriorated  under  Constantiue  :  and  the 
learned  gentleman  in  triumph  profess  es  to 
quote  the  same  authority  in  testimony  of  pre- 
vailing corruptions  before  that  Emperor's  al- 
leged conversion. 

fn  the  first  place,the  passage  quoted  against 
me  is  descriptive  of  a  condition  existing,  not 
as  I  imdcrstood  the  learned  Solicitor-General 
to  say,  "  about  the  commencement  of  the 
second,"  but  towards  the  close  of  the  third 
century.  The  latest  ediiion  of  this  author  is 
:iow  in  my  hand  :  and  this  difference  of  nearly 
P  hundred  years,  will  make  a  great  difference 


in  the  application  of  the  passage  to  the  argTi- 
raent.  "  These  changes  were  followed  by  a 
train  of  vices,"  says  the  learned  author.— 
What  changes.^  For  as  the  '*  mcc5,"  accord- 
ing to  the  quotation,  followed  "  the  changes," 
it  becomes  of  primary  importance  to  ascertain 
what  they  v/ere.  Were  "the  changes"  from 
State  endowments  to  voluntary  contributions? 
INlo.  But  in  the  words  of  Moshiem,  in  the 
very  part  quoted  by  the  learned  Solicitor-Gen. 
"  the  face  of  things  began  now  {third  century) 
to  change  in  the  Christian  Church.  The  an- 
cient method  of  ecclesiastical  Government 
seemed,  in  general,  still  to  subsist,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  by  imperceptibly  steps,  it  varied 
from  the  primitive  rule,  and  degenerated  tow- 
ards the  form  of  a  religious  monarchy."  And 
following  this  statement  we  have  the  passage 
selected  for  my  refutation,  "  this  change  in 
the  form  of  ecclesiastical  government,  was 
soon  followed  by  a  train  of  vices,"  &c.  &c. 

What  was  the  primitive  rule,  the  deviation 
from  which  was  followed  by  degeneracy? — 
The  churches  were  severally  independent, 
while  those  of  a  Province  were  formed  into  one 
large  ecclesidstical  body,  which  like  confede- 
rate States,  assembled  at  certain  times  in  or- 
der to  deliberate  about  the  common  interests 
of  the  v/hole. — These  thriving  churches  de- 
rived their  revenues  from  voluntary  contribu- 
tions ;  and  an  equality  in  point  of  dignity  and 
authority,  was  insisted  upon  among  all  the 
members  of  the  Episcopal  order.  The  lay 
members  of  each  church,  too,  had  a  voice  in 
the  management  of  its  aflairs. 

From  this  primitive  state,  the  government 
of  the  church,  "degenerated  towards  a  religi- 
ous monarchy." — "The  Bishops"  says  Mosh- 
iem, "in  many  places  assumed  a  princely  au- 
thority," even  "  a  throne  ;  and  violated  the 
rights  of  both  presbyters  and  people,"  and 
"  the  example  of  the  Bishops  was  ambitiously 
imitated  by  the  Presbyters,"  and  "  the  Dea- 
cons boldly  usurped  their  rights  and  privile- 
ges"; and  he  adds,  "the  effects  of  a  corrupt 
ambition,  were  spread  through  every  rank  of 
the  sacred  order." 

This  corruption  of  the  church,  therefore, 
in  the  course  of  the  third  century,arose  from  a 
deviation,  "  by  unperceptible  degrees,"  from 
primitive  simplicity,  and  from  the  growing  in- 
fluence of  ambition  after  power  and  wealth. — 
Will  the  learned  gentleman  opposed  to  me,  a- 
gree  to  go  back  to  the  primitive  state,  and  de- 
pend on  voluntary  contributions  from  the  lay 
members  of  every  church,  allow  them  a  voice 
in  its  economy,  and  withdraw  from  their  spi- 
ritual guides  all  objects  of  emulation  but  spi- 
ritual ones  ?  On  the  contrary,  they  are  for 
creating  invidious  distinctions !  For  endowing 
one  or  more  churches  above  the  rest,  and  pre- 
senting Clergy  reserves  and  the  favor  of  the 
government  as  objects  for  their  ambitious  con- 
templation.— Human  nature  is  the  same  as  it 
was  1500  years  ago  :  and  therefore  the  chris- 
tian decl«;ision  from  the-se  causes  in  the  year 


0,  is  expeneDcedln  1836  ia  the  very  com- 
i;i unity  in  which  v*e  live. 

As  the  corruptions  alhided  to  in  the  passage 
quoted  by  the  learned  Sol'r  General,  sprang 
from  Christian  Ministers  aspirinf!;to  the  power, 
grandeur,  and  riches  of  t'le  world,  it  could  not 
i>e  exj)ected  that  those  corruptions  v/ould  be 
corrected  or  even  diminished,  by  an  actual 
alliance  wiin  the  world  under  Consiautine. — I 
never  eaid  the  chutch  was  pure  before  the  age 
of  thnt  Emperor;  I  only  said  it  became /e.5ss«9. 
Admit,  therefore,  that  the  learned  Solicitor 
General  has  proved  from  Mosiiicm,  as  a  com- 
inon  auihurity  for  us,  that  chrisiiauity  was  iq  a 
corrupt  Slate  i*  the  third  century;  and  it  is 
surely  no  proof  that  it  was  not  in  a  worse  state 
in  the  subsequent  century.  Did  "thewealth, 
])onors,  and  advantages  of  the  cler^qry"  confer- 
red by  the  Emperors,  diminish  the  vices  or 
improve  the  moral  and  spiritual  condition  of 
the  churches?  Did  the  connection  with  the 
Siate,  act  as  an  antidote?  or  as  a  restorative? 
or  even  as  a  palliaiive?  According  lo  my 
learned  opponents,  the  State  is  an  universal 
panacea  for  ecclesiatical  declension.  Dut 
v.'hat  Fays  Moshiem,  '-the  additions  made  by 
the  Emperors  and  others  to  the  wealth,  hon- 
ors and  advantages  of  the  Clergy,  were  fol- 
lowed with  a  proportionable  augmentation  of 
vices  and  luxury" — and  again,  "  the  number 
ol'  immoral  and  unworthy  christians  began  so 
to  increase  that  the  examples  of  real  piety  & 
virtue  became  extremely  rare";  and  again, 
*'  the  church  was  contaminated  with  shoals  of 
profligate  christians" — and  again,  "the  age 
Avas  siakicg  daily  from  one  period  of  corrup- 
tion to  another." — When  the  church,  there- 
fore, passed  from  its  primitive  to  its  imperial 
state,  it  passed,  to  use  a  forcible  vulgaiism,— 

from  the  frying-pan  into  the  Are." 

The  learned  Kul'r  Genernl  has  really  made 
out  for  me  a  stronger  case  than  1  did  for  my- 
self: for  he  has  shown  from  an  admitted  au- 
thority, that  the  churches  aspiring  after  the 
^vorld  in  the  third  century,  became  corrupted  ; 
and  from  their  alliance  v»'ith  the  world  in  the 
fourtli  century,  became  far  more  corrupted. — 
Dut  will  learned  gentlemen  assume  to  cure  the 
disease,  now,  by  the  worldly  remedy  which 
hif^tory  testifn's,,  produced  and  as^jfravated  it? 
Or  will  they  honestly  follow  Dr.'Moshiem  as 
an  authority,  and  revert  to  that  "|)r!miuve 
Slate,  a  degeneration  from  which  towards  a 
leligijus  monarchy lias  caused  "  a  train  of 
vices  u  liich  dishonor  the  character  and  autho- 
rity cf  those  to  whom  the  administration  of 
the  church  -was  committed"?  After  admit- 
ting, as  he  has  done,  this  testimony  of  history, 
ho  Will,  I  trust,  assist  me  in  resisting  the  intro- 
duction of  those  worldly  influences,  honors  & 
cndownienrs,  which  wiii  corrupt  our  religion, 
r.nd  zealously  second  my  endeavors  to  j)- r- 
suade  the  coummtee  to  leave  our  ecclesiasti- 
cal coadition  to  assume  the  acknowledged  ex- 
cellence and  purity  ol  the  primitive  ages. 

'i'o  hear  the  hoii'ble  ana  learned  gentleman 


quote  from  Moshiem  and  comment  on  him,yo» 
would  really  imagine  that  more  honor  and 
glory  were  due  to  Constantine,  than  to  Christ, 
And  1  am  sorry  to  observe  that  while  he  (SoL 
Gen'l.)  rejoices  at  the  serene  and  happy  day» 
which  exempted  christians  from  persecutions,, 
and  extended  their  territory,  he  forgets  that 
the  churches  lost  in  purity,  what  they  gained 
in  esse,  and  lost  in  real  converts,  while  they 
gained  in  i^ominal  professors.-VVhen  Christian- 
ity stood  upon  its  own  foundniion,  the  sinceri- 
ty of  the  ciiurches  was  beyond  suspicion  ;  but 
when  it  stood  upon  the  State,  multitudes  as- 
sumed the  name  of  christians,  because,  says 
a  learned  Divine,  "it  was  the  religion  of  the 
Emperor." 

Let  us  appeal  again  to  Doctor  Moshiem — 
"There  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the  victoiies  of 
Constantme  the  Great,  the  fear  of  punishment,, 
and  the  desire  of  pleasing  their  mighty  con- 
queror,  and  his  imperial  successors,  were  the 
iveigkty  arguments  that  moved  whole  nations 
as  well  as  particular  persons  to  embrace  Chris- 
tianity."— I  appeal  to  the  good  sense  and  cor- 
rect feelings  of  my  learned  opponents,  whe- 
ther the  honor  of  our  religion  is  not  comprom- 
ised by  compelling  whol-e  nations  to  profess  it 
by  such  weighty  arguments!  Can  raganism 
be  said  to  be  extirpated  from  any  country  by 
Christianity,  when  the  former  reigns  in  the 
heart,  and  the  latter  lives  onVy  on  the  tongue  ? 
Under  Constantine,  therefore,  "  they  made 
more  haste  than  good  speed." 

And  so  says  Dr.  Moshiem,  "There  rcnia"ncd 
Ktill  in  European  provinces  an  incredible  num- 
ber of  persons  who  adhered  to  the  worship,  f 
the  gods  ;  and  though  the  christian  biehops  con- 
tinued their  pious  efforts  lo  gam  tiiem  over  to 
the  gospel,  yet  the  success  was  by  no  niesrs 
proportionable  to  their  diligence  and  zeal,  and 
lae  work  of  conversion  went  on  but  slowly.'* 
There  were  shoals  of  persons  prolessing,  but 
few  converts  to  the  liiitli.  A  whole  people  at 
the  point  of  Constantino's  sword  confessed  the 
name  of  Christ,  with,  however,  a  mental  reser- 
vation m  favor  of  ti;eir  household  gous  !  t'h, 
temporal  oh,  mores!  How  clearly  it  shews 
that  the  kingdom  of  Christ  is  seperated  from 
the  kingdoms  of  the  world.  To  the  infidel  it 
IS  an  enigma.  You  vastly  extend,  tis  matser  of 
boast,  the  territorial  lim.ts  of  the  ciiurches,  and 
y^it  vastly  diminish  the  empire  of  the  rntss'ah. 
Vou  become  rich  in  lands,  but  poor  in  spirit — 
couniie.ss  in  numbers,  and  scanty  in  souk-'.  Yoa 
pall  down  the  idols  from  the  temples,  but  not 
i  i  om  the  hearts  of  tiie  prople.  "There  is  joy  m 
heaven  over  one  sinner  that  repentcth."  But  if 
an^cds  can  indulge  in  tears,  they  v.'culd  weop' 
over  iiucii  conquests  of  church  and  stiite,  as 
learned  gentlemen  call  gRSAT  and  glorious- 

With  similar  sincerity  1  have  no  doubt,  some 
^ofpntlenier^  expect,  not  indeed  by  the  physical 
rorce  of  Gonstant.no,  but  by  the  moral  tcrce 
of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  to  augment  the  wealth, 
increase  the  honors,  add  to  the  distinctions  rna 
multiply  the  members  of  the  one  or  more  chur- 
ches, arbitrarily  beJccteu  and  highly  favored  by 


tin  government.  A  few  euch  victories  will  ac- 
complish our  defeat.  Unhappy  as  this  country 
jiow  is,  it  will  become  even  more  deplorable. 
C'lristian  emigrants  will  fly  from  your  hypocri- 
tical communiiy,  as  already  too  truly  depictur- 
ed, '-from  a  land  of  pestilence  and  famine." — 
They  will  conliaue  by  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  to  seelc  an  asylum  in  the  ^jreat 
neighboring"  republic, where  Christianity  happiiy 
prevails  by  its  pure  and  native  supretiiacy,  while 
we,  the  dupes  of  wordly  policy,  are  thickly 
peopling  the  Clergy  Reserves  by  depopulating 
the  kingdom  of  Christ. 

The  union  of  church  and  state  is  next  vindi- 
cjited  by  the  lion,  and  learned  !Sol;citor  General 
on  the  ground,  as  I  understand  him,  of  its  liav- 
ing  blest  us  with  the  reformation.  How,  in 
that  case  doe^  lie  expect  the  support  of  hia 
Roman  Catholic  freinds  in  this  Assembly  ? — 
WjII  tlioy  by  their  xoUta  sanction  a  sy-nera 
which  has  and  will  produce,  in  their  estimation, 
heritJcal  protestations'?  ,'-nd  protesting  against 
the  Catholics,  shall  we  as  ume  to  make  mani- 
fest by  endowments  (what  belongs  to  every 
individual  lieart)  in  vvliat '  'lurches  man  is  ac- 
cepted by  his  maker,  or  may  have  faith  in  his 
pardon  and  salvation  ]  It  is  a  vast  and  fearful 
matter  to  decide  respecting  ourselves  without 
presuming  to  meddle  with  the  eternal  interests 
of  the  people  who  sent  us  here.  But  to  return 
from  this  digression  to  tiie  reformation. 

In  the  firtit  place,  sir,  according  to  my  appre- 
hension of  the  subject,  the  reformation  was 
neither  begun  nor  conducted  by  Kings  or  Go- 
vernments.  This  is  matter  of  fact  to  be  collec- 
ted from  history  ;  and  the  only  authority  in  my 
reach  at  this  moment  (not  having  brouglit  with 
me  the  last  volume  of  Woshium)  is  Hume  from 
whom  1  Vv'ill  read  a  few  sentences. 

Afler  describing  certain  abuses  in  the  Roman 
Cfiurch,  he  says  "Ail  these  circumstances 
might  iiave  given  offence,  but  would  hjve  been 
ai  tended  witn  no  events  of  any  importance  had 
there  not  arisen  a  man  quahhed  to  lake  advan- 
tage  of  the  incident."  Ttiis  man,  sir,  was 
Martin  Luther  ;  and  according  to  your  favorite 
historian,  we  are  indebtc  d  not  fo  the  state  tho' 
coniiecled  with  the  church,  but  to  an  humble, 
and  intrepid'individual  christian. 

Again  Hume  says,  "all  Saxony,  all  Germany, 
■all  iilumpe,  were  m  a  very  Utile  time  filied  with 
tlie  voice  of  this  daring  innovator."  According 
to  your  own  historian  it  was  one  daring  inrio- 
vator  sounding  the  reformation  among  both 
governments  and  people, instead  of  goverjimcnts 
connected  with  the  church,  suggesting  this  re- 
formation to  the  church,  to  the  people  or  the 
world. 

Again,  says  Hume  "the  quick  and  surprising 
progress  of  this  bold  sect,  may  justly  m  part 
be  ut^ciihed  to  the  late  invention  ol  printing  and 
revival  of  learning."  But  not  a  hint  from  your 
favorite  historian  that  liie  progress  of  the  re- 
formation was  the  work  ol  governments.  He 
tells  U5,  indeed,  that  the  Elector  of  tSaxony,  fa- 
vorable to  Luther's  doctrine,  protected  him  from 
f;;ie  violence  of  the  papal  jurisdiction  j  and  that 
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the  republic  of  Zuric  even  reformed  their  church 
according  to  the  new  model.  But  here  we  see 
the  great  work  conducted  by  «n  individual,  and 
the  new  model  adopted,  not  framed  by  a  repub- 
lic. 

And  again  he  says,  "the  rumour  of  those  in- 
novations soon  reached  England,"  when,  he 
adds,  "  the  new  doctrines  secretly  gninod  ma- 
ny partizans  among  the  laity  of  nil  ratiks  and 
denominations."  Hero  we  see  tlie  news  of  a 
refirmatioc  reached  England,  but  wits  not  tlu-re 
comuiciicod  either  by  Church  or  State.  The 
doctrines  too  gained  "  secretly,"  instead  of  pub- 
licly and  ofiicaiiv,  and  among  the  laity,  not  in 
the  Churcii  or  State. 

And  again  says  ilume,  "  he  [Henry  the  8th] 
Vi'rote  a  book  in  Latin  against  the  principles  of 
Luther."  Here  is  the  State  hard  at  work  a- 
gainst  "  tho  blessed  Reformation  !"  Here  Lu- 
tlier  had  obviously  to  contend  against  a  doable 
pOiVer,  the  Church  to  be  reformed  and  the  King 
opposing  it !  and  for  this  literary  exploit  of  the 
monarch  against  "  the  blessed  Rnformation," 
he  received  from  Pope  Leo  the  title  of  De- 
fender of  the  Faiih,"  an  appellation  still  re- 
tained by  t:!e  Kings  of  Enghiud. 

C^liold  Luther  in  the  field  against  the  Pope 
of  Rome,  and  the  Kmg  of  England  !  To 
which  does  Hume  award  the  wreath  of  victory.? 
Hear  him:  "Tiie  controversy  became  more  il- 
lustrious by  tlenry's  entering  the  liars,  &  drew 
still  more  the  attention  of  mankind,  and  the 
Lutheran  doctrine  daily  acquired  new  converts 
in  every  part  of  Europe."  Luther  and  Truth 
contended  against  Kitig,  Pope  and  Error. — 
Truth,  however,  mightily  prevaUed.  But  what 
Ciinstian  or  Patriot  ongnt  ever  again  to  desire 
to  see  TuuTH  fighting  against  such  fearful 
odds]  What  loyal  subject  would  ever  again 
Wish  lo  see  his  Kmg  politically  placed  in  such 
a  r-^'lation  to  Christianity,  that  he  may  »'  haply 
be  found  even  fighting  against  God  ?"  or  wish 
to  put  the  religion  of  Christ  in  such  royal  jeo- 
pardy. 

Has  the  learned  gentleman  forgotten  that 
the  conpection  beLv/een  Church  and  State, 
which  111;"' is  advocating  v/ith  so  much  zeal,  was 
a  chief  engine  in  the  establishinent  of  the  very 
Roman  errors  which  demanded  the  refo^inatioa 
he  has  so  justly  eulogized  ]  The  Roman  poii- 
t'ifj  between  the  submission  and  the  su})p(;rt  of 
States,  for  ages  enjoyed  nation:>l  gu-.rantees 
for  their  temporal  and  ecclesiastical  authority. 
For  many  centuries  the  popes  could  not  be  coi.- 
secrated  till  their  election  had  been  approved 
by  the  Emperors  :  But  so  grateful  were  church 
nnd  state  to  e  ich  other,  tliat  at  length  Charles 
the  B.ild,  having  oblained  the  imperial  d  gnity 
by  the  good  offices  of  the  Popes,  discharged 
them  from  the  obligation  of  waiting  for  this 
Imperial  consent.  Gregory  the  7th  was  h  m- 
seli  confirmed  in  the  papacy  by  that  very  Em- 
peror whom  he  afterwards  deposed.  Un- 
der the  emperor  Phoeas,  the  Roman  pontiff  was 
proclaimed  ui  606  universal  Bishop,  and  in  sub- 
sequent centuries  the  Popes  assumed  the  cha- 
racter of  Lords  of  the  Universe,  and  arbitrers 
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therefore,  deducible  7om  the  Reformation  is  in 
"ly  favor,  because  ii  is  a  warning  to  avoid  not 

^rely  the  errors  ot  the  Roman  church,  but  that 
ujti-christian  connection  between  Religion  and 
the  Statc,under  which  those'errors  attained  such 
fearful  magnitude  aud  ascendancy. 

The  learned  gentleman  has  expatiated  with 
his  usual  power  and  effect  upon  the  valuable 
contributions  we  receive  from  the  learned  ease 
afforded  by  endowments.  The  worth  of  the 
learned  men  he  has  named,  I  cheerfully  and 
gratefully  acknowledge  ;  altho'  Bishop  Berkley 
is  not  by  any  means  the  happiest  illustration, 
as  his  ideal  philosophy  (of  little  use  to  any  man) 
has  a  tcndcney  to  induce  in  ordinary  minds, 
universal  scepticism.  But  I  wish  to  meet  the 
argument  on  its  broad  merits. 

It  is  one  of  those  false  deductions  into  which 
we  are  liable  to  be  betrayed  upon  almost  every 
subject.  It  is  the  "post  hoc,  propter  hoc." — 
These  learned  works  were  wriiton  in  the  church 
when  coiinected  Vv^ith  the  State,  therefore  to 
that  connection  with  the  State,  we  are  indebted 
{or  those  works.  None  better  knowo  than  my 
learned  opponent,  the  insufiiciency  of  such  lo- 
gic ;  but  the  necessiticf?  of  the  case  he  has  es- 
poused, oblige  ]]im  to  hr.ve  recourcc  to  it :  and 
with  the  same  logic  I  might  prove  that  all  the 
epidemics  Vv-hich  prevailed  during  the  connec- 
tion of  Church  and  State,  pestiferously  arose 
from  that  relation. 

Now,  Sir,  if 'the  cdultrous  connection  of 
church  and  state  had  physically  and  ipso  facto 
given  birth  to  those  greet  men  [just  as  Miner- 
va sprang  out  of  Jupiter'e  brains]  I  would  make 
the  full  concession  required  from  me.  But  as 
they  had  a  very  different  parentage,  as  they 
were  born  like  other  folks  into  the  world,  it 
appears  to  me,  the  world  has  the  best  claim  to 
them.  How  triumphantly  it  is  shown,  and 
dilated  upon,  that  some  good  has  gro  wn  out  of 
the  evil !  And  what  is  the  logical  conclusion 
from  it  ?    Therefore  adopt  the  evil ! 

Who,  sir,  wrote  Matthevv',  Mark,  Luke  and 
John?  Who  wrote  the  divme  Epistles?  They 
were  not  the  offspirng  of  chnrch  and  state. 
Almost  all  Lhe  authors  mentioned  are  only  com- 
raentators  in  some  way  or  other  upon  those 
primitive  works ;  and  availing  myself  of  the 
logic  used  against  me,  I  would  B«y,  such  were 
the  authors  in  the  primitive  ages  ;  let  us  re- 
vert to  those  primitive  ages  that  we  may  there 
by  again  have  authors  equally  divine — Christi- 
anity united  to  the  state,  produced  Bishop 
Berkley !  Christianity  alone,  produced  St. 
Paul  !  Give  mo,  then,  cbrislianiiy  alone  for 
my  spiritual,  and  the  state  alone  for  my  civil 
affairs. 

When  the  Larned  gentleman  in  the  midst  of 
his  impassioned  allusion,  asked  me  what  wculd 
be  dona  if  all  these  learned  books  v/ere  burnt, 
I  almost  tliuught  myself  amongst  the  guilty 
flames.  I  onc'e  heard  Lord  Ellenborougij,  per- 
plexed by  the  conflicting  authorities  produced 
by  opposing  counsel,  pettishly  exclaim,  I  wish 
all  the  books  were  burnt" — In  tliatcase,  sir. 
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would' have  acled  and  reasoned  from  those  first 
and  immutable  principles  of  Jut-  hp,  which  the 
learned  books  should  faithfully  illustrate,  never 
contradict.  And  were  divines  to  make  a  con- 
flagration of  their  learned  bcokc,  I  would  go 
back,  yea,  1  would  go  back,  without  fear  or  di?- 
may,  to  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke  and  John,  and 
St.  Paul.  The  evidence  of  Nature  [unless 
you  burned  that  also]  and  the  internal  evidence 
of  the  Bible  itself,  would  leave  the  religious 
world  in  no  terrific  darkness.  It  is  a  strange 
misapprbhension  that  Christianity  is  founded 
upon  acts  of  Parliament,  buoyed  up  by  books 
of  modern  divines,  and  kept  from  absolute  etar- 
vation  by  Clergy  Reserves. 

But  this  is  a  much  worse  case  than  I  am  call- 
etl  upon  to  meet  and  answer.  The^books  of 
divinity  hypothctically  burnt,  are  only  those  of 
the  established  church  produced  by  its  conrcc*^ 
tion  with  the  Stale.  Very  well,  Sir  ;  that 
would  leave  us  tlie  B;ble  and  all  the  works  of 
the  first  three  centuries  of  the  christian  era. — 
In  this  work  of  Moshiem,  yon  see  in  the  ac- 
count of  every  century,  the  authors  it  produced, 
and  enougl.,  mdced, '  hey  are  to  satisfy  the  hun- 
ger of  any  Student,  even  ravir  ous  after  echolas- 
tic  divinity.  We  are  al&o  entitled  to  exempt 
from  the  fiajnes  all  the  works  produced  by  chur- 
ches,domestic  or  foreign,not  connected  with  the 
State, which  we'd  further  preserve  to  us  a  goodly 
number ;  and  to  these  we.  may  add  the  choice 
and  pious  Works  cf  Dissenting  Ministers  in 
Great  Britain.  Adam  Clark  was  perhaps  the 
most  extensive  linguist  of  his  day  ;  and  his  com- 
mentaries on  the  Bible,  are  esteemed  a  standard 
work.  Doddridge,  and  Watts,  with  a  train  of 
kindred  divines,  equally  eminent  for  learning 
and  piety,  would  still  shine  with  a  light,  that 
would  repair  the  loss,  the  Solicitor  General  de^ 
plores,  while  it  would,  at  the  same  time,  enable 
us  properly  to  appreciate  and  regret  it. 

In  making  nn  estimate  of  the  contributions 
to  learning  tjy  the  established  church,  it  should 
be  remembered  that  tho  Universities  are  their 
monopoly.  Well,  therefore,  may  the  fruits  of 
these  Universities  be  ascribed  to  tho  union  of 
Church  and  State.  The  honors  and  ecclesias- 
tical dignitiep  of  those  illustrious  schools  are 
confined  to  their  privileged  orders  ;  the  Dissen- 
ters are  excluded  from  any  participation,  and  in 
Oxford  they  cannot  even  become  humble  Stu- 
dents after  truth  without  a  prehminary  subscrip- 
tion to  the  39  articles.  Now  under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  is  not  a  little  cruel  to  draw  an 
invidious  comparison  between  the  learning  of 
the  establishment  and  that  of  those  shut  out 
from  it.  They  would  be  more  learned,  but  you 
will  not  let  them.  You  exclude  them  from  the 
transcendant  advantages  conferred  upon  their 
rivals,  and  then  upbraid  them  with  the  conse- 
quence of  an  alleged  inferiority.  If  tliey  pre- 
sent themselves  for  honors  and  learning  at  your 
Academic  Halls,  they  are  condemned  as  schis- 
matics !  If  they  conscientiously  stay  away,they 
are  condemned  as  illiterate  !  Church  &  State, 
therefore,  ought  not  to  be  united  ;  for  if  this  be 
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The  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General  in  a 
happy  strain  of  pathos,  appeals  to  mc  to  vindi- 
cate the  rights  of  the  great  schools  to  which  I 
owe  an  unextinguishable  debt  of  gratitude. — 
The  appeal,  Sir,  is  not  without  its  proper  effect. 
I  never  mention  them  without  respect,  or  think 
of  them  without  affection.  But  fully  concurring 
with  the  exalted  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
learned  gentleman  towards  those  venerable  In- 
stitutions, I  am  constrained,  I  am  morally  coer- 
ced by  such  convictions,  to  extend  those  ines- 
timable advantages  to  all  my  fellow  countrym.en 
without  distinction,  &  to  the  world  at  krge 
without  reserve.  One  portal  has  been  open 
communicating  with  one  church,and  great  have 
been  the  benefits.  Open  other  portals  tov^^ards 
every  aspect,  East,  West,  North  and  South. — 
Make  them  accessible  under  every  point  of  the 
compass,  so  that  the  Pilgrims  after  knowledge, 
human  and  divine,  may  every  where  have  the 
readiest  entrance,fjnd  the  most  abundant  repast, 
and  drink  deep  of  the  etherial  spring.  Call 
them  into  the  Feast  from  the  very  high- 
ways ;  and  fill  them  with  that  moral  and  intel- 
lectual elcvatior/,  which  will  make  them  as 
Giants  for  the  contest,  as  lights  lor  the  world — 
Surely  in  his  ardent  zeal  for  his  noble  church, 
he  has  forgotten  his  duty  to  mankind.  Be  not 
niggardly  with  yoUr  irrigations  from  a  river  of 
truth  and  knowledge  flowing  inexhaustibly 

"  Labitur  et  labetur  iu  omne  volubilis  03vum." — 

Say  not,  "  the  Jews  iiave  no  deahnga  with  the 
Samaritans;"  but  open  your  ample  treasures 
of  heaven  and  earth  to  your  christian  kindred, 
and  the  gentiles  too.  Open  the  doors  and  very 
windows  of  your  temples  of  knowledge  for  the 
utmost  accessibility.  There  let  them  freely 
come  and  freely  learn, 

"  To  look  thro'  nature  up  to  nature's  god  ;" — 

And  there  let  them  as  freely  quench  their  spiri- 
tual thirst,  and  drink  of  the  "  wells  of  v/atcr 
springing  up  into  everlasting  life" — 

The  abstraction  of  church  preferment  is  as- 
Bociated  v/ith  the  simultaneous  extinction  of 
religion,  Is  that  sentiment  sanctioned  by  the 
language  of  the  New  Testament,  as  a  primary 
authority  1  Instead  of  Iiolding  up  to  our  aspir- 
ing youth  the  earthly  honors,  titles  and  endow- 
ments of  the  State,  in  a  form  which  has  too 
often  rendered  them  as  acceesible  to  the  infidel 
professor  of  Christianity,  as  to  the  sincerest  be- 
liever ;  instead  of  polluting  the  motives  and 
despiritualizing  the  zeal  of  christian  aspirants, 
by  the  seducing  prospect  of  rich  preferments, 
sinecures  and  pluralities;  instead  of  hypocvi- 
tically  telling  them  to  deny  themselves,  to  mor- 
tify the  flesh  and  take  up  their  cross,  while  at 
the  same  time  are  guarantesd  to  them  the 
wealth  and  patronage  of  the  State  ;  let  thrm  ' 
be  honestly  brought  to  the  standard  of  the  Bi- 
ble,  and  be  exclusively  directed  to  the  mark  of 
their  high  calling,  to  a  crown  of  glory  that  fad- 
eth  not  away,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  Dees 
the  soldier  dodge  cowardly  at  every  shot,  seek 
shelter  from  every  ball,  and  divest  the  field  of 


slaughter  and  deatn,  berope  entering  upon  ms 
glorious  campaign?  And  shall  the  church 
militant  be  less  brave  or  uncompromising  1 — 
Must  he  first  avert  every  hazard,  war  only  from 
his  intrenchments,  and  fight  the  battles  with 
satan  in  preconcerted  safety  ?  The  effeminacy 
which  in  the  camp  incurs  death  under  m.artial 
law,  may  in  christian  warfare  incur  a  more 
av^ful  sentence  on  the  judgment  day. 

Some  honorable  member  has  favored  us  with 
a  very  pitiful  complaint  from  a  Methodist  min- 
ister, as  detailed  in  some  public  paper ;  he  was 
so  ill-supported  by  voluntary  contribution  that 
he  was  obliged  to  sell  his  horse  pnd  take  to  hia 
feet,  and,  poor  man,  make  some  other  httle  sa- 
crafices  which  cGcape  my  recc-llection  at  the 
moment;  What  would  this  v/himpering  com- 
plainant have  paid,  had  he  been  called  upon  to 
suffer  martyrdom  ]  What  would  he  ha.ve  doije  1 
Why,  Sir,  he  would  have  taken  to  his  heels  as 
fast  as  he  could  have  scampered  !  Was  not  his 
Lord  and  Master  a  pedestrian  through  his  min- 
istry ?  Bid  he  not  hunger  1  Had  he  whereon 
to  lay  his  head  ? — To  hear  such  a  complaint 
read  in  this  Christian  Assembly  as  from  one 
who  pretended  to  be  a  disciple  of  the  Saviour 
and  to  bear  his  cross,  would  make  an  infidel  in- 
dulge in  exultation.  The  Rev.  gentleman, 
whoever  he  was,  undouctedly  mistook  the  ob- 
jects suitable  for  his  ambition.  He  mistook  his 
profession,  and  it  must  have  been  a  truly  chris- 
tian neighborhood  which  starved  hiai  away. — 
Another  honorable  member,  as  evidence  against 
the  principle  of  voluntary  contribution,  has 
related  the  case  of  some  Rev.  gentleman,  bear- 
ing the  cross  of  Christ,  who  had  bis  ministerial 
services  impaired  from  the  fear  of  being  also 
put  upon  short  commons,  should  he  preach  a- 
gainst  gambling  and  intemperance,  the  prevail- 
ing sins  of  his  neighborhood  !  Another  instance 
of  a  man's  mistaking  his  profession !  What 
ia  the  fate  of  the  soldier  who  from  any  similar 
fear  surrcndevws  a  citidal  of  his  king  to  the  ene- 
my ■?  Death  '.—And  death,  says  tho  Bible, 
awaits  the  traitor  to  the  King  of  Kings,  and 
the  cowardly  betrayer  of  his  people,  I  desire 
no  means  of  bribing  such  men  into  honest  ones. 
Money  wili  not  give  genuine  velcjr  or  patrio- 
tism to  cowards,  nor  will  it  give  piety  or  spiri- 
tuality to  a  modern  judas.  Such  spurious  zeal 
and  fidelity  cannot  be  enlisted  under  the  sacred 
banners.  Let  every  church  starve  away  these 
more  than  doubtful  recruits,  these  wolves  in 
sheepa'  clothing. 

But  I  must  return  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor  General,  who,  with  the  hon.  &  learned 
member  for  Toronto  (Mr.  Draper)  is  the  great 
champion  in  the  cause.  He  lias  illustrated  tho 
importance  of  an  exclusive  church  establish- 
ment by  referring  me  Xdid  I  not  know  better)  to 
the  deplorable,  the  degraded,  the  infidel  condi- 
tion of  the  great  neighboring  Republic  !  They 
present,  indeed,  a  gnrnd  spectacle  to  the  earth. 
It  may  transcend  sublunary  bounds,  to  reach 
the  height  of  sanguine  prophesy  about  thera  ; 
yet  to  sink  to  this  melancholy  degree  below  it, 
would  be  in  them  treason  against  mankind,  and 


blast  tl^e  glorious  expectation  that  tliey  would 
for  ages  yet  to  corne  bo  social  rivals  with  Eng- 
iand  in  exiiibitiiig,  and  in  exalting  and  in  per- 
petnnting  the  civil  and  religious  intereels  of 
the  world. 

In  th9  UnitPd  Statec  the  amplest  latitude  is 
given  to  the  f.ee  discut'sion  of  truth  and  error. 
The  loarned  gentleman  gravely  complains  that 
they  will  not  confine  this  right  of  discu.s^ion, 
(if,  indeed,  disi^ussion  it  coald  then  be  called,) 
to  wiiat  he  thinks  truth  !    No  one  can  entertain 
a  more  proper  respect  than  myself,  for  the  lear- 
ning and  talents  of  the  hon.  member;  buL  i  am 
not  prepared  to  admit  his  infallibility,  or  admit 
iiiin  to  be  universal  censor  of  the  press,  or  su- 
preme judged  all  moral  and  metaphysical  phil- 
osophy.   Christianity  is  not  one  of  Oiir  innate 
ideas  ;  and  therefore  most,  if  not  all  men,  in 
the  course  of  their  lives,  have  the  inquiry  pass- 
ing through  their  minds,  is  this  religion  true? 
Aiid  It  is  only  when  their  views  are  settled  that 
inquiry  closes,  oris  shunned  as  unprofitable  and 
pamfu!.    There  is  nothing  dogmaiical  in  this 
new  Testament     Men  are  there  told  «'to  search 
the  Scriptures,"  "to  learn,"  "to  teach"  and  to 
siudy  the  divnie  attributes  bv  the  works  of  na- 
ture;  but  the  learned  8ol.  General  we'd  make 
us  christians  in  short  ord'-r,  by  an  act  of  Parli- 
ament giving  tongue  to  his  truth  and  silence  to 
his  error  ;  and  for  violating  that  act,  would  sub- 
ectustoa  proeminure  !    Should  1  misappre- 
hend the  scope  of  hid  god-iike  dictation,  I 
should  like  to  ascertain,  what  is  truth  and  wnat 
is  error,  and  how  much  and  how  little  he  vv^ill 
allow  mankind  to  say  pro  and  con.    He  would 
no  sooner  make  the  attempt  than  he  would  vio- 
late his  own  law  and  incur  his  own  prosminurf; ! 
This  very  interdiction  of  discussion,  this  eiT-?- 
miniite  sensitiveness  about  free  inquiry,  has  and 
Blili  is  doing  more  against  Christianity  than  all 
other  human  causes  put  together.    What  is  one 
of  the  great  impediments  to  tne  introduction  of 
our  religion,  for  instance,  into  China  1    It  is  the 
epiritof  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General 
which  haunts  us  here  and  every  where  in  the 
heathen  world.     'iMie  Chinese  say,  "What! 
awful  wickedness  !  shall  our  public  halls  in  our 
principal  cities  be  occupied  week  after  week 
with  bands  of  profane  and  misguided  beings 
who  oprtuly  inculcate  the  doctrine  that  our  an- 
tieiit  reMgion  is  a  cheat,  and  our  immortal  gods 
a.  foily  ]"    Hence  afitr  the  learned  gentleman 
had  put  us  into  the  stocks  here  for  arguing 
against  his  truth,  he  would,  for  teaching  his 
truih  in  Ch^na  himself  freely  receive  the  tatoo, 
and  be  bastinadoed  out  of  t'iie  country. 

The  extension  of  the  prmciple  of  f"iee  inqui- 
ry (equally  of  English  as  of  American  growth) 
will  perhaps  precede  the  i)eriod  for  the  fulfil- 
ruent  of  the  remarkable  proniiesy  "nations  shall  ' 
he  i)orn  to  the  Lord  in  a  d;j'y." 

But  if  the  learned  gentleman  leaving  that 
ground,  means  to  allege  that  the  United  States 
either  tiy  U\v  or  usage,  admit  or  encourage  such 
^iacussions  in  an  indecent,  obscene  or  immoral 
tnanncr.  I  can  only  say,  I  could  not  gather  it 
from  his  remarks,  much  less  can  I  admit  it  t© 
he  true,    'f  he  Americans  have  been  annoyed 


o 

amidst  all  their  fonbearance,  with  infidel  lee- 
lures  by  one  Robert  Owan  and  Fanny  Wright. 

Whence  did  they  come?  Are  they  Anneric°aaj 
by  birth  ?  Are  they  Americans  by  educaticn  ? 
Are  the  United  States  indebted  to  thctr  owni 
institutions,  political  and  literary,  for  "  these  i 
profane  and  misguided  beings"  who  fill  their 
Halls  with  these  infidel  doctrines  J — I  see  ihei 
blush  mantling  over  the  learned  gfntleman  s{ 
face.    But  truth  and  justice  will  not  allov  us' 
to  draw  a  veil  over  their  national  origin — 
Great  Britain  was  the  place  of  their  birth 
the  place  of  their  growth;  the  school  of  their^ 
instruction  in  religion  and  morality.    FhII  ofi 
these  errors,  full  of  the  poison  of  these  prin- 
ciples, and  bold  in  the  dissemination  of  them, 
they  migrated  on  a  pestilential  wing  t(-  the 
fairest  portion  of  the  new  world,  and  there 
exhibited,  as  the  product  of  European  con- 
nection of  Church  and  State,  the  unhappy 
spectacle  which  the  learned  gentleman  has 
described  in  such  indignant  terms.    While  we 
are  for  exrractmg  a  splinter  out  of  our  neigh- 
hour's  eye,  behold  there  is  a  beam  iu  our  own. 
Church  and  State  in  prolific  union  have  pro- 
duced our  Paiues,  and  our  Carlisles,  and  our 
Owens,  and  our  Wrights,  not  only  for  Horn© 
consumption,  but  for  exportation  I  And  while 
the  learned  gentleman  is  denouncing  in  such 
impassioned  tones  the  imparled  infidelity  of 
America,  he  is  insensibie  to  the  melancholy 
f.ict  in  England  that  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Taylor,  an  ordained  minister  of  the  es'ablish- 
ed  church,  has  openly  abandoned  his  religion, 
and  is  now  a  regular  and  systematic  preacher 
of  Atheism  1    Surely  it  becomjs  us,  under 
such  mortifying  and  humiliating  circumstan- 
ces, to  be  more  circumsi)ect  nbout  our  allu- 
sions to  a  country,  whose  institutions  seem 
not  more  fruitful  than  our  own,  of  these  de- 
luded advocates  cf  error. 

We  should  not  judge  of  the  christian  charac- 
ter of  the  United  States,  by  tliOoC  grosser  ex- 
amples, which  constitute  the  exceptioiis  to  the 
gericral  rule.  You  rescue  England  from  the 
charge  of  infidelity,  notwithsi.nndiug  her  pro- 
fessed infldeie,  by  referring  t  j  the  general  piety 
of  the  nation.  Doing  ti:is  justice  to  ourselv-'S, 
shall  we  judge  another  co:mtry  only  by  its  da- 
feels  ■?  Has  the  learned  Solicitor  General  for- 
jrotten  the  high  christian  excellence  of  many 
distinguishcil  citizens  of  America,  and  the  de- 
cidedly religious  aspect  which  the  whole  nation 
wears]  Coint,  if  yo,u  can,  their  numerous 
cieties  for  the  printmij  and  distribution  of  the 
Bible  ;  for  the  preaching  of  the  Go.^pel  a.non^' 
people  of  every  kindred,  climate  and  tongue 
under  heaven  ;  and  estimate  the  large  and  ge- 
'nerous  suras  collected  on  tha  voluntary  system 
and  consecrated  to  the  cause  of  God  and  the 
amelioration  or  conversion  of  mankind  ,"  behold 
in  every  village,  and  multiplied  in  every  town, 
tlieir  noble  churches  "like  priceless  gems 
litudding  the  field  of  observation,  and  dedicated 
to  the  service  of  the  Creator,  fit  abodes  of  hopes 
of  inamorta.ity;"  add,  if  you  please  their  phi- 
lanthropic labours  in  tl^e  oaub©  of  temperance, 


ducted  with  &  cbrfstfan  zeal,"wh'ch  has  kin- 
-flled  a  corresponding  spirit  in  the  British  isles  ; 
and  then  ask,  are  they  not  on  the  whole  a  great 
and  a  good  people  ;  a  truly  Christian  nation, 
which,  tho'  only  half  a  century  old,  treads  on 
the  footsteps  of  European  missionaries  in  every 
clime,  and  puts  the  elder/continent  in  these 
chivalrous  deed?',  almost  to^he  blush. 

But  in  the  United  States  there  is  no  pro- 
vision by  the  government  for  any  particular 
church  or  churches.  All  are  left  to  the  support 
of  those,  who,  imbued  with  a  chrisiian  spirit, 
make  their  voluntary  contributions.  To  judge 
therefore,  by  their  splendid  example,  and  na- 
tional character,  there  is  a  Power  which  both 
can  and  will  bless  the  progress  of  Christianity 
when  seperate  from  the  world. — Christians  on- 
ly need  equal  civil  rights. 

The  abstraction  of  these  Reserves  from  re- 
ligious uses,  is  viewed  as  sacrilege.  1  hold  in 
tny  hand  a  newspaper  containing  the  informa- 
tion that  in  the  Island  of  Prince  Edward,  a  bill 
has  received  the  Royal  Assent  for  selling  the 
Glebe  lands  of  t)ie  Established  Church  for 
education!  Will  it  be  said  that  the  House  of 
Assembly  in  that  Province  has  been  guilty  of 
sacrilege  ?  Or  has  its  Legislative  Council  ? — 
Or  will  such  a  crime  be  alleged  against  His 
iMajesty,  William  the  Fourrh,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  whose  royal  assent,  practically  embo- 
died a  principle,  which  with  us  is  called,  un- 
der similar  circumstances,  a  desecration? — 
The  h  arned  Solicitor  General  has  quoted  the 
opinion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alder  in  1826,  as  the 
opinion  of  the  Methodist  church — But  I  will 
read  him  ihe  opinion  of  the  Methodist  confer- 
ence in  this  Colony  in  1831,  in  the  following 
extract  frora  their  Memorial  to  the  King  : 


*•  Your  memorialists  therefor©  feel  satitified 
•*  that  in  the  slate  of  the  population  in  Canada, 
*'  neither  the  real  interests  of  the  church  it- 
*'  self,  nor  of  the  government,  nor  of  the  peo- 
"  pie,  nor  of  religion,  require  the  endowment 

sought  and  claimed  by  the  episcopal  clergy; 
"  but  on  the  contrary  they  believe  that  all  these 
"  interests  will  be  best  consulted  and  promot- 
"  ed  by  leaving  all  ministers  of  religion  in  tho 

enjoyment  of  the  same  political  privileges 
"  and  advantages,  and  appropriating  the  pro- 
*'  ceeds  of  the  sale  of  lands,  heretofore  set 
"  apart  for  the  support  of  a  Protestant  clergy, 
"  to  the  purposes  of  General  Education,  and 
*'  perhaps  to  other  internal  improvements." 

Was  this  Conference  composed  of  sacrile- 
gious Ministers  ?  And  if  the  Legislature  of 
a  sister  Colony,and  a  Conference  of  Ministers, 
and  even  His  Majesty  himself,  have  sanction- 
ed by  their  most  solemn  acts,  the  alienation  of 
church  property,  when  the  interests  of  the 
community  require  it, the  same  conduct  sho'd 
not  now  be  imputed  to  us  as  an  offence. 

And  now,  .Jir,  I  dismiss  the  subject,  and 
await  the  decision  of  the  House.  Deeply, 
indeed,  are  all  our  interests  involved  in  the 
result.  If  ministers  are  made  independent  of 
their  people,  and  dependent  on  the  Ciown, 
the  latter  will  be  armed  with  alarming  power,&. 
the  fortner  reduced  to  an  abject  subserviency. 
— It  will  be  a  wound  to  religion,  fatal  to  its  free 
and  healthful  action  among  us;  it  will  loosen 
the  most  sacred  ties  of  society,  and  expatriate 
the  spi;it  which  should  reign  in  the  breasts  of 
King  and  p?;ople.  Let  us  open  to  Christianity 
all  she  asks,  our  country  and  our  htiarts  ;  and 
there  l<?t  her  make  her  own  conquests  and 
her  own  contnbufions. 


^     House  of  Assembit, 
(  Friday,  December  16,  1836. 

The  committee  rose  and  the  chairman  reported 
having  adopted  a  Rbsolution,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Hagerman,  as  follows: 

"  Resolved,  Ti  it  it  is  desirable  that  tho  landa 
coiumonly  called  the  Clergy  Reserves,  and  tho 
proceeds  arising  fr'^m  the  sales  thereof,  be  appro- 
priated for  the  promotion  of  the  religious  and 
moral  instruction  of  the  people  throughout  the 
Province." 

Dr.  Rolph,  seconded  by  Mr.  Norton,  moved  in 
amendment, — 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the  Sale 
of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  and  the  application  of 
the  proceeds  to  the  purposes  of  General  Educa- 
tion, as  one  of  the  most  legitimate  ways  of  giving 
free  scope  to  the  progress  of  religions  truth  in 
the  community." 

YEAS— Messrs. 


Alway, 
A  rmstrong 
Bockus, 
Cameron, 
Chisholm,  A. 


Detlor,  Moore, 
Duncombe,  D.  Morrison, 
Gibson,  Norton, 
JJfcDonell,  M.  Park*, 
Mcintosh,  Rotph, 


Rykcrt, 
Siiaver, 
Thomson, 
Thorburn, 
Woodruff— 22. 


Aikman,  Ferrie, 

Boulton,  Cowan, 

Burwell,  Hotham, 

Cartwrighf,,  Jarvis, 

''hishoim,  W.  Jones, 

Cornwall,  Kearna, 

Braper,  Lewis, 

Bunlop,  WcNab, 

Elliott.  Malloch- 


NAYS—Messrs. 


Man  ah  an, 
Marks, 
M'Crae, 
McDonell,  A, 
McDoneJl,  D. 
J^/(•Kay 
Murney, 
Powell, 


Prince, 

RichardsoM, 

RobinsoM, 

Rattan, 

Shade, 

Sherwood, 

Sol  General, 

Wickens,--  34. 


Dr.  Rolph's  amendment  was  LOST  by  a  ma- 
jority of  12. 

Mr.  Sol.  Gen.  Hagerman's  resolution  was  tb«n 
carried  as  follows ; 


Aikman, 

Arnslrong, 

iJoulton, 

Burwell, 

('artwright, 

Chisholm  VV., 

Cornwall, 

Draper, 

Dunlop, 


Alway, 

Bockus, 

Cameron, 

Chisholm, 

Cook, 

Dvbtlor, 


FEAS 

Elliott, 
Ferrie, 
Gowan, 
Hotham, 
Jarvis, 
Jones, 
Kearna, 
Lewis, 
Macnab, 


-Messes. 

Jfalloch, 
Manahan, 
Ma  ks, 
McCrae, 
McDoiiell  0., 
Panel  I  A., 
Jl/cKay, 
Wurney, 
Powell, 

NAYS— Messrs. 


Duncombe,  D. 
Gil  son, 
McDonel  D^. 
Mclntoih 
Herri  tt, 


Mooi-e, 

Jl/orrison, 

Norton, 

Parke, 

Rolph, 


Prince, 
Richardson, 
Robinson, 
Ruttan, 
Shada 
Sherwood 
Sol.  Go  ^eral, 
WlckiHS—  35. 


Rykert, 
Shaver, 
Thomson, 
Thorbyrn, 
Wood*rufr— 2L 


NOTE. 


The  Clerg-y  Reserves  are  composed  of  one-seventh  of  the  granted 
knds  in  Upper  Canada,  being  the  quantity  eet  apart  by  the  British  Act, 
32st  Geo.  3d,  ch.  31,  for  the  support  of  "o  Protestant  Clergy.^'  ^Thia 
Ecclesiastical  provision  has,  under  the  phrase  a  Protestant  Clergy," 
been  heretofore  limited  by  the  government  to  the  united  Church  of 
England  and  Ireland, — The  propriety  of  such  an  appropriation  by  the 
government  exclusively  to  that  church,  or  the  extension  of  it  to  others, 
hag  for  many  years  been  a  question  of  great  public  interest. — Pending 
this  discussion,  and  tho  strong  and  repeated  remonstrances  of' the 
people  and  the  Assembly  against  giving  one  or  more  churches  a  State 
endowment,  or  any  peculiar  privileges,  the  government  have  erected 
and  endowed  fifty-seven  Rectories  with  certain  exclusive  ecclesiastical 
and  spiritual  rights  ;  and  moreover  by  a  late  Act  of  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  oae-fourth  of  these  Keserves  in  Upper 
Canada  were  sold,  v^^ithout  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  its  legislature: 
and  the  proceeds  paid,  to  the  amount  of  £70,000,  into  the  Military 
chest  .—-The  distribution  of  the  residue  of  the  Clergy  Reserves,  is  the 
matter  to  which  this  debate  refers.—Fcr  some  years  past  government 
gratuities  have  also  been  given,  from  some  other  public  funds,  to  the 
Wesley  an  Biethodist  church  and  to  the  Scotch  Kirk—the  other  christian 
churches  cither  refusinf?  euch  gratuities,  or  not  being  offered  any. 
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